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Vengeful Green Archers 
nip Blue Eagles, clinch 
UAAP semis bonus 
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World oil prices hit 
$81/barrel; Opec 
boosting output too late 
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Nerds back *manga' comic 
^ book/animé lover as 
&4 Јарап”ѕ new prime minister 


GMA: Take case to SC, 


where there's no politics 


By Michael Lim Ubac 

and Riza T. Olchondra 

PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS 

ordered Transportation and Communica- 

tions Secretary Leandro Mendoza to bring 

the government case in the controversial 

National Broadband Network (NBN) to the 

Supreme Court, where "there is no politics." 
GMA:TAKE/ AIO. 


Brave kidney donor 


was afraid of needle 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Jeannette l Andrade 
| ( A IT WASNT SO MUCH THE 
D 4 gi : thought of losing one of 
: his kidneys as the pain he 
ЕІ felt when nurses jabbed 
Й needles into his arms that 
made Felicito “Muray” Gu- 
BRAVE A20 
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IN YOURFACE 
“Back off,” Jose de 
Venecia Ill quotes First. 
Gentleman Mike 
Arroyoas having told 
him in March at the 
Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club while 
pointinga “menacing” 
finger about two inches 
from his face. This was 


the three Senate 
committees at the start. 
of their probe on 
Tuesday into the 
ZTE-NBN deal. Sen. 
Jinggoy Estrada called 


“mister ni ma'am.” 
ROGERMARGALLC 


Mike Ais mystery man 


‘He tried to bully me to back off NBN-ZTE deal’ 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


BUSINESSMAN JOSE 
de Venecia III yesterday 
named Jose Miguel Ar- 
royo as the "mystery 
man" who supported 
the controversial $329- 
million broadband deal 
with China, thrust his 
finger inches away 
from his face and 
barked at him to "back 
off" from the deal. 


On live television, De Venccia 
demonstrated at a Senate in- 
quiry how the husband of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo suppos- 
edly tried to browbeat him dur- 
ing a meeting at a golf club- 
house attended by Commission 
on Elections Chair Benjamin 
Abalos Sr., the alleged broker of 
the China project. 

"He asked me to back off 
[from the National Broadband 
Network project]," De Venecia, 
head of a rival firm, told the 
senators, recounting the meet- 
ing at the Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club in Mandaluyong 
City in mid-March. 

De Venecia is the founder of 

MIKEALAIZ 


JDV III very 
much JDV 
son; set to 
marry Dec. 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE POLITICIAN IN THE FA- 
ther is so much evident in the 
son in the way Jose “Joey” de 
Venecia III, 44, addressed Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo as "my 
President” in yesterday's na- 
tionally televised Senate hear- 
ing. 

‘This wasn't lost on Sen. Panfi- 
lo Lacson. 

Lacson suggested that giv- 
en the shenanigans surfacing 
in connection with the $329- 
million National Broadband 
Network (NBN) project with 
China, shouldn't the name- 
sake son of Speaker Jose de 
Venecia reconsider his show 


Jov itj A20 


Senators fear 
‘dynamic 
obsolescence’ 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


COMFORT ZONE: After a hectic day in Dipolog on Monday inaugurating projects and meeting with local officials, President Arroyo hies off to Dakak 
beach resort in Dapitan to spend the night. A walk through the white sands of Dakak is a refreshing diversion from the affairs of state. ныс 


What did GMA know, when did she know it? 


FG foes not 
surprised; 
karma, says 
Erap son 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royos husband manages to 
draw controversy whether in 
sickness or in health. 
Lawmakers, most of them 
representatives of militant par- 
ty-list groups, yesterday said 
they were not surprised that 
Jose Miguel Arroyo had been 
implicated in yet another scan- 
dal, this time involving the 
$329-million National Broad- 
band Network (NBN) deal. 
And San Juan Mayor JV 
Ejercito, a son of the recently 
FGFOES/A2I 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


WHAT DID THE PRESIDENT KNOW 
and when did she know it? 

А businessman's disclosure that the 
husband of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
intervened in favor of China's ZTE Corp. 
has spurred the Senate to look into how 
deeply she was involved in the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) project. 

‘The First Couple and Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr, during a 10-city visit to Chi- 
na, were invited by the ZTE president to 
play golf in Shenzen where Commission 


on Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos was 
one of the guest players, Jose "Joey" de 
Venecia Ш, a son of the Speaker, said in 
his testimony at the Senate yesterday. 

Based on his father’s account, ZTE of- 
fered to build a broadband network on a 
government-to-government basis, to 
which Ms Arroyo suggested that the 
company follow ‘Joey's proposal,” a 
build-operate-ransfer (BOT) scheme, 
the younger De Venecia said. 

‘Amsterdam Holdings Inc., the company 
founded by the younger De Venecia, sub- 


WHAT/AIO 


Doc, lawyer say FG trip set 
long before Senate probe 


By juliet Labog-Javellana, 
fichael Lim Ubac 
and Norman Bordadora 


JOSE MIGUEL ARROYO JUST WANTED TO 
have a two-week vacation in Europe with his 
friends and was not trying to evade the Senate 
investigation where he was linked to yet an- 
other graft-ridden deal, his heart surgeon said 


SURE DOC, LAWYER/ А12 


“DYNAMIC OBSOLESCENCE.” 

‘This was how Sen. Rodolfo Bi- 
azon summed up the apprehen- 
sion of the Senate committees 
looking into the $329-million 
National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project. 

In the fast-changing field of 
information and communica- 
tion, nothing remains the same 
in the short term in the constant 
search for more efficient tech- 
nology, Biazon said. 

During yesterday's hearing, all 

SENATORS AI2 


GMA’s House allies in disarray; kin to the defense 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Norman Bordadora 


ALLIES OF PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagal-Arroyo in Congress were 
thrown in disarray following the 
damning testimony of business- 
man Jose "Joey" de Venecia Ш 
yesterday implicating First Gen- 


tleman Jose Miguel "Mike" Ar- 
royo in the controversial $329- 
million National Broadband Net- 
work deal. 

“What's going on? Whats 
happening to our coalition?" 
asked Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia, 
81-year-old stalwart of Ms Ar- 
royos Kabalikat ng Malayang 


^ 
£ 


Pilipino (Kampi) party. 

Garcia seemed at a loss зю 
the impact of the revelations of 
the Speaker's son on the already 
unsteady relationship within the 
ruling coalition in the House. 
"Lets just wait in the coming 
days,” he said іп a phone inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 


Garcia was not sure 
whether the testimony would 
further strain ties between the 
Presidents allies in Kampi 
and those belonging to the 
Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats. 

Majority Floor Leader Arthur 
Defensor of Iloilo said he did 


not see a realignment of forces. 
“A great majority of the con- 
gressmen support both the 
President and the Speaker. You 
cannot make them form two 
lines with one for those sup- 
porting the President and the 
other, for the Speaker,” Defen- 
GMA'S HOUSE/ A20 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Western sections of Souther Luzon and Visayas ий exe 
poriance cloudy shes ith scattered ralshowers and thunder- 
Sars. The rest of the country wil be party cloudy to cloudy with 
Isatedralnshowers or thunderstorms most In йе alternaon or 
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ardon 


OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA, 
sentenced to life in prison after being convicted of 
plunder, said yesterday he would consider a presi- 
dential pardon that could set him free. 


Estrada earlier said he would 
not accept a presidential par- 
don. But in an interview with 
the The Associated Press yester- 
day, Estrada said he would con- 
sider accepting a pardon if it did 
not amount to an admission of 
guilt and did not come with any 
preconditions. 

It was the first time Estrada 
had publicly stated he was open 
to such a possible offer from his 
political nemesis, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

In his interview with АР 
Estrada was quoted as saying “I 
first have to read the fine print 
of any such offer." 

Ms Arroyo has not yet indicat- 
ed she was ready to offer him a 
deal but her political allies ralk 
openly about the possibility. 

Various politica leaders say 
Estrada's acceptance of a pardon, 
which can only be granted by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
could help ease political tensions 
that have gripped the country 
since 2001, when he was ousted 
in a nonviolent “people power” 
revolt she helped lead. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia of 
the ruling Lakas-CMD had said 
he would propose an all-encom- 
passing amnesty that would in- 
clude Естай 

Senate president Manuel Vil- 
Jar, in a talk with reporters in 
Davao City yesterday, reiterated 
his own call to have the convict- 
ed former president released 
from detention. 

Villar, who ran with the oppo- 
sition ticket, said Estrada's re- 
lease would put "closure" to the 
rift between his camp and that 
of Ms Arroyo. 

“in my view, we need to put 
«озше to the Arroyo-Estrada 
problem and the final stage 
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case may 


would be the eventual release 
from jail of ће former Pre 
dent," Villar said. 

He said that Estrada's convic- 
tion had clearly not put an end 
to what he described as a bitter 
chapter in the country's politics. 

“The end here is not the ver- 
dict,” Villar said, adding that 
unless Estrada is freed, the 
country’s political situation 
would remain in distress. 

“It's about time this country 
moves forward,” Villar said 

Villar, who was himself instru- 
mental in Estrada's fall from pow- 
er, admitted he met with the for- 
mer President on Sunday and 
talked about his possible release. 
‘The Senate President said the best 
option could be amnesty. 

“It is important that (the 
terms) are acceptable to Presi- 
dent Estrada,” he said. 

Opposition Sen. Mar Roxas 
filed a resolution on Monday 
calling on Ms Arroyo to offer a 
pardon to Estrada to heal politi- 
cal divisions. 

“The grant of pardon to 
(Estrada) on humanitarian 
grounds should nof in any way 
be construed as condoning cor- 
ruption or as diminishing the le- 
gal weight of the (conviction) 
ruling,” Roxas said. 

“While our people are frag- 
mented, they share one thing: 
they remain poor, and it is be 
cause our politics has failed to 
pay attention to them," Roxas 
said. 

Estrada was convicted by the 
antigraft Sandiganbayan court 
on Wednesday after a landmark 
six-year trial on charges that he 
took bribes and kickbacks while 
inoffice. Jim Gomes, Associat- 
ed Press and Dennis Jay San- 
tos, Inquirer Mindanao 


FRUITS OF HOPE 

President Macapagal-Arroyo tries a mangosteen that isa part of the Fruits of Hope delivery from Davao 
that arrived at the Villamor Airbase aboard C130 Air Force plane. The Fruits of Hope is a socioeconomic 
and humanitarian project that brings the farm and sea produce of Mindanao and Sulu to the retailers, 
vendors and consumers in Metro Manila. With her are, from left, Sen. Richard Gordon, North Cotabato 
Governor Jesus Sacdalan and North Cotabato Vice Governor Emmanuel Piñol. UNRUON 


Imelda wants speedy trial 


By Jocelyn К. Uy 


E JAPANESE 
tourist barred 
atairport for 
hurting Pinay GF 
on the plane 


of five Marcos dummy founda- 
tions believed to have been used 
to hide $590 million of ill-gotten 
wealth from 1968 to 1971 

In a four-page motion filed 
with the antigraft courts Fifth Di- 
vision, lawyers Benjamin Santos 
and Ray Montri Santos noted that 
the trial in the said cases has been 
ongoing for several years now 


and given the “slow rate” of the 
proceedings, it might take the 
court years before it could hand 
down a verdict. 

The trial of Marcos’ graft cases 
officially began in 2000. 

"The accused is now 78 years 
old and has been enduring the 
effects for some time now of a 
variety of ailments which have 

afflicted her 
[she] has reason- 
ably been in a state 
of anxiety and seri- 
ous concern with 
the pendency of the 
said cases ..." the 
lawyers said. 


INVOKING THE RIGHT TO A 
speedy trial, former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos yesterday urged 
the Sandiganbayan to conduct 
marathon hearings on her 10 
graft cases. 

The graft cases were in connec- 
tion to her alleged management 
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Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


“The Department of Макола! Defense (Armed Forces of Ihe Phiippnes), through Ine Generol Appropriation 
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‘Ammunition. Bus recened m excess of Ре ABC shall be aulomatcaly rtjecie on Bid opening 

The DNOWAFP now invites sealed Bids from eigble Bidders for he 76mm Cal 62 ammunition Acquistion 
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DAYS as per coni Documents. The девсириоп ofan eigele Bidar в contaned n Section II of the Bidding 
Documents 18 

fi PARTICULARS ESTIMATED QUANTITY — [ ABC 
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Bidóng wil be conducted through open competie bdáing procedures using non-cscrebonary pass/fail 


{nina as specáed nthe implementing Rules and Regulatons Рап A (IRR-A) of Republic Act No 9184 
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Personal by the prospocive Busser or hes aulhorzed representatve 
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THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL thenational crime situation dated 1:500," the paper said. Deputy Director General Jesus _ stations, Versoza said the PNP want- 


PNP wants Police is seeking a budget of Sept.S. Тһе increase would also be Verzosa, PNP Deputy Chief for Op- ed to implement standards for police 
P883 million ЮТ 2008, docu- “Тһе hiring of additional po- used to acquire 5,000 guns as erations (DCO), said the PNP had methods, systems and procedures, as 
ments acquired by the INQumem  licemen next year will improve well as patrol vehicles and to con- set up two model police stations in well as human resource, technical 


more mone yesterday showed. the police-to-population ratio struct 24 new police stations. Marikina City and Marawi City. and equipment capabilites. 
‘The outlayis 22 percenthigh- from 1:705 to 1:700. This is in “The increase in the PNP fiscal According to Versoza, the two — He said these were "important 
er than the 2007 PNP budget. line with the Presidents directive year 2008 President's budget will stations would serve as the factors that greatly impact on the 
for new cops ‘The difference Would cover the of hiring 15,000 policemen over surely enhance the capability of blueprint for police station build- timely and quality delivery of po- 
recruitment of 3500 policemen, Ње five-year period from 2006 tothe national police force,” thepa- ings across the country. lice service at the police station 
according to a briefing paper on 2010 to reach the ideal ratio of perseid. ‘Aside from the physicallookofthe level" Alcuin Papa 
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free air conditioner 
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-free microwave oven 
free trips abroad 
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free buffet dinners... 


i 2... .< ccs 


Get a c hance to win 10 million Rewards points in Citibank's 10 MILLION REWARDS RAFFLE. 
The promo that rewards and rewards and keeps on rewarding. 
Every time you make a P1,000 singlereceipt purchase using your Citibank Credit Card, you earn a raffle entry that gives you the chance to win the ultimate reward - 
10 million FRewards points or Р1 million in Cash credited to your Citibank Credit Card. 
* If you shop at the following establishments, you earn DOUBLE RAFFLE ENTRIES: 
BONUS = Abenson Group -Home Depot -Marks&Spencer -Shell -Toby's Sports 


RAFFLE -Cebu Overseas Hardware -Lucerne Group of Companies - Mercury Drug = Stores Specialist Inc. —- Wilcon Builder Depot. 
ENTRIES ~ Facial Care Center - Marie France - National Bookstore -Svenson Hair Center 


+ if you apply for a Citibank Credit Card, you automatically earn UP TO 8 RAFFLE ENTRIES when your application gets approved. 


To qualify, register ONCE by texting ClTI«space»16-DIGIT CREDIT CARD NUMBER to 2366. Registration is FREE. 


For more cietails, call 24-Hour CitiPhone at 995 9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph. Don't have a card? Call 423 3000 now. 
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Pet DTENCR Feit No. 3430 Series ol 200i Pauw seë Pyers for more detail. CITIBANK is a registered service mark of Citigroup Inc. LET'S GET IT DONE is a service mark af Citigroup Inc. 
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S Facial 


Vita Velvet ~an age defying luxuriasis facial spa combining 
1 deep cleansing Tacial and rejuvenating mas 


Printing life 


rovitalizes your skin will) a specially reformula 
ampoule, reducing visible aging signs while reviving elas! 
and suppleness Te make it а truly ple: able experience, 
азам facial mask and pampering massage lock in the 
utiientss, making the effects last longer 


FREE 3 Anti-wrinkle Therapies 


upon enrollment from Sept. 17-22, 2007 only. 


All Fatal Care for a FREE consultation. 


2-SKIN (7546 


ORTIGAS TOMA A BINONDO ALABANG 


4 


LANDMARK 


Supermart - Food Center 
TRINOMA 


STORE HOURS 
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TRINOMA, QUEZON CITY 
Telephone No. : 929-9990 connecting all departments 
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One in 10 
families a 
victim of 
crime -SWS 


NEARLY ONE IN EVERY 10 FAMILIES (9.6 
percent) was the victim ofa common crime in 
the first half of this year, according to а recent 
survey by Social Weather Stations (SWS). 

The figure is slightly higher than the 8.6 
percent victimization rate reported in the 
same period last year but represents a gen- 
eral decline from a high of 14.9 percent in. 
August 2004 and 13.2 from September 
2006 to February 2007. 

The least number of common crimes 
were reported in the Visayas, the most were 
in Metro Manila. 

“The SWS victimization figures are much 
higher than the number of crimes actually 
reported to the police, and is highest in 
Metro Manila,” SWS said in a statement re- 
leased yesterday. 

Director General Oscar Calderon, chief 
of the Philippine National Police, said in a 
meeting with police officials in La Trinidad, 
Benguet that their own statistics show that 
the country’s crime rate has gone down by 
6.8 percent. But he did not mention specific 
figures or the period of review. 


Second quarter report 

The SWS survey, released as the second 
quarter report for 2007, also found that 8.9 
percent of families nationwide lost property 
to pickpockets, burglars or car thieves, while 
1.8 percent suffered physical violence, 

In Metro Manila, clearly the most crime- 
prone region in the country, 15 percent of 
families reported they had been victimized 
by pickpockets, 5.3 percent had their homes 
broken into by burglars, and 4 percent had a 
family member victimized by physical vio- 
lence in the first six months of 2007. 

About 1.8 percent of vehicle-owning 
families in Metro Manila had experienced 
саг theft over the last six months. No car 
theft cases were found in the rest of Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao. 

Luzon was generally second to Metro 

Manila in the number of reported victims of 
crimes, with 6.3 percent saying they were 
ictimized by pickpockets, 3.7 percent vic- 
"timized by home burglars, and 2.3 percent 
physically hurt in common crimes. 
а Mindanao had the least number of pick- 
‘Socketing reports (4 percent), but was second 
to Metro Manila in reported home burglaries 
(4 percent). In terms of people physically hurt 
in common crimes, the war-torn southern re- 
gion was second to the lowest (0.7 percent). 


Last victimized 

The Visayas had the lowest number of 
people saying they were victimized by 
home burglaries (1.3 percent), or physical 
hurt in common crimes (0.3 percent). Re- 
ports of pick-pocketing were second to the 
lowestat 4.3 percent. 

Since 1989, SWS has been asking re- 
spondents whether any household member 
had been a victim of theft outside the home, 
a home break-in or a violent crime in the 
past six months. SWS added the motor ve- 
hicle theft question in 1992. 

‘The latest survey was conducted from June 
27 to 30 using face-to-face interviews with 
1,200 adults allocated into random samples 
of 300 each in Metro Manila, the rest of Lu- 
zon, Visayas and Mindanao. Ir has a margin of 
error of plus-minus 3 percentage points. 

Meanwhile, Calderon warned that law 
enforcement agencies and communities, 
particularly those in the provinces, must 
strengthen their ranks to combat a new 
kind of enemy—members of ideological 
groups who have turned to criminality. 

In his speech during the consultative 
meeting between senior police noncommis- 
sioned officers and the Public Safety Mutu- 
al Benefit Fund Inc. (PSMBFI) board, 
Calderon said insurgency remained a prob- 
lem and the 2010 deadline set by the gov- 
ernment to end the rebellion was a tall or- 
der. Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research and 
Delmar Carifio, Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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SC denies plea of victims’ 
pa vs 2 appellate justices 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS DISMISSED 
the complaint of the father of two murder 
victims against two Court of Appeals justices 
he had accused of unwarranted haste and 
unfair treatment in hearing the appeals of 
his sons’ convicted killers who include for- 
mer Occidental Mindoro Rep. Jose Villarosa. 
According to the high court, there was 
по proof to back Ricardo Quintos allega- 
tions against Justices Edgardo Cruz and 
Noel Tijam considering, among other 
things, that there has been no decision yet 
оп the appeal of Villarosa and six others to 
‘overtum their conviction for the 1997 
murders of Paul and Michael Quintos, for 
which they were sentenced to death. 
Quintos had said in his complaint that, 
among other things, the appellate court 
denied his motion to strike out the mani- 
festation of the Office of the Solicitor Gen- 
eral calling for the acquittal of Villarosa 
and Gelito Bautista, Ruben Balanguer and 


Mario Tobias. The appeals of the convicts 
‘were submitted for decision in April 2007. 

Quintos said he had received reports Vil- 
larosa's wife, Rep. Amelita Villarosa, had 
been boasting in Mindoro that her husband. 
would be acquitted by the Court of Appeals 
and that the court "has been bought." 

He also filed a motion to inhibit justices 
of the CAs seventh division from hearing 
the case which was raffled to the division, 
but this was denied by the appellate court. 
which also warned Quintos about making 
baseless accusations. 

‘Among the justices who ruled on the 
motion was Tijam. 

‘Cruz and Тал denied they acted with un- 
due haste and had treated Quintos unfairly. 

Cruz said there was nothing wrong with 
the Solicitor General recommending the 
acquittal of the accused. He also said the 
case was deemed submitted for decision a 
year after it reached the appellate court. 

The Supreme Court gave weight to 
Cruz's explanation. 
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By Pennie Azarcon-dela Cruz 


THE "NICOLE-DANIEL SMITH 
rape case is far from over. 

Although a local court last year 
convicted 21-year-old Smith of 
raping the woman the nation had 
come to know as Nicole, Mala- 
cafiang transferred the US Marine 
from a city jail into American cus- 
tody, citing a much-debated provi- 
sion in the Visiting Forces Agree- 
ment (VFA). 

The case might yet make it to the 
United Nations, thanks to а recent 
consultation between local wom- 
en's groups and the UN Special Rap- 
porteur on Violence Against Wom- 
en (VAW), Dr. Yakin Епик. 

As а Special Rapporteur, Ertuk 
has the mandate to gather informa- 
tion on cases of physical and sexual 
abuse against women and to recom- 
mend measures to eliminate and 
remedy these abuses 


Nicole's consent 

"As long as Nicole consents, any 
individual or group can file a report 
to us detailing the abuse and we can 
bring up the matter with the State,” 
Ertuk said. 

Based on reports she has gath- 
ered, a confidential letter of allega- 
tion or an urgent appeal to the gov- 
ernment can be sent. 

In the letter, Ertuk can ask for 
clarification on a VAW issue, de- 
mand adherence to applicable hu- 
man rights standards and call for 
remedial action. All letters of al- 
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legation and urgent appeals are 
published in an annual report 
that is made available to the pub- 
lic at the beginning of the follow- 
ing year. 

Although complainants are not 
identified in the report, the name of 
the VAW victim and the alleged per- 
petrator must be disclosed, she 
said, as this would prevent govern- 
ments from denying knowledge of 
the case. Both names, however, do 
not appear in the publicly available 
annual report. 

Ertuk expressed optimism on 
the Nicole case, saying that the 
public support it generated im- 
pressed her. 


Nicoles in history 

“There has always been a Nicole 
throughout history, women [who 
have] fought patriarchy but who 
most often got victimized and 
crushed because the system is 
strong. What is unique in the Nicole 
story [who was raped in November 
2005] is the mobilized reaction [to 
it),” Ertuk said. 

‘Although Nicole was not present 
in the consultation, Monina T. Gea- 
ga, secretary general of the wom- 
en's organization Sarilaya and а 
member of Task Force Subic, was 
confident she would consent to 
having her case submitted to the 
Special Rapporteur, 

“Palaban siya, ch (she's feisty),” 
said Geaga, adding that Nicole's 
case “will serve as an impetus to call 
for the abrogation of the VFA.” 


1 UN 


Ertuk, who was in town over the 
weekend after а two-day consulta- 
tion in the Asia-Pacific Region, said 
that her 2009 Report would open 
up new debate on the culture of 
VAW and could bea tool of advoċa- 


cy" 
Awareness 

Sometimes, even the women 
themselves do not consider VAW 
as а violation of their rights, Er- 
tuk said, adding that the Special 
Rapporteur on Torture received 
some 300 reports last year, com- 
pared to the 80 complaints she 
had received. “It is still а matter 
of awareness,” she said of wom- 
en's rights. 

Ertuk, who conceded that her 
work basically involves “naming 
and shaming” states that violate 
international conventions against 
VAW, said that so far, she has got 
ten “very positive response” from 
governments. 

“I have been very careful about 
what T say and 1 make sure to sub 
stantiate the facts in my report, so 
governments usually invite me over 
and give me their full cooperation,” 
she said. 

(Reports and information on VAW 
can be e-mailed to urgentaction 
@ohchrorg, faxed to +41 22 917- 
9006, or mailed to Special Rappor- 
teur on Violence Against Women c/o 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, United Nations at 
Geneva 8-14 Ave de la Paix 1211 
Geneva 10, Switzerland.) 


Call us for your 
immigration solution. 


“store thi 27 years of experience 


'er for Manila Residents 


(2) 759-6777 


Our commitment to clients 


coupled 


with our extraordinary record of success 


establishes Reeves & Associa 
as one of the best immigration firms 
in the United States. 


REEVES 


ATE 


Your 


MANILA 
атау nan nese toe ыз? 


LOS ANGELES 


Immigration 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Solution 


LAS VEGAS 
2000 ou aro Pew ате юв 


EX TENDES Until September aen BRAND NEW! 


One year warranty on 
parts & onsite service 


AR 153 


COPYSPEED: 15 cpm (8 1/2" х 11") 
COPY sizi 81/2" x 14” тах 


ZOOM RANGE: 25% - 400% 


PAPER CAPACITY: 250 sheets paper tray 
+50 sheets multiby-pass 


OPTIONS: 

4. Upgradable as laser printer and 
color scanner with integrated 
personal document management 
and archiving solution software 

2. Single pass feeder 

3, Second paper tray 

4. Stand ^ 


Veri 


‘ANNIVERSARY PROMO 


Swap and Save! Take advantage of e-copy's anniversary promo: was 
Trade-in old copier,printer, scanner or other MFP (any brand & condition) and 
own this brand new, versatile Sharp Digital Imager via e-z payment terms.* 


Down payment: P7,625.00 
alance P7,777.50/no. x З months 
(subject to credit approval) 


el 


MACERA 
Fine бшу Dia Goplr You Noda. , 
КЛ, 
ys 


*cost of inital consumables not included 


Extension, Approved by ОТНАСЯ. Per DTHNCR Permit No. 3594 Series of 2007. ^ 


Valid until September 30, 2007 at the following participating dealers: 


+ e-Copy Makati: 521-2574 + е-Сору Manila: 245-9110 / 245-9112 / 245-9114 + e-Copy Quezon City: 372-0176; 416-7721 
+ e-Copy Ortigas: 631-8714 10 18 + e-Copy Calamba: (049) 545-9042 & 44  e-Copy Cavite: (046) 4164944 / (046) 4165640 / (046) 4161245 


Street, Palanan, Makati City 
9911 loc. 104/105 
e-mail: info@ecopy.com.ph 
sharpcopier com.ph 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 ой р 


ОСТасу — Cy min ES ; 


meet opens today ^ "e 
FORMER MALAYSIAN DEPUTY For as low as 


Minister Anwar Ibrahim leads a 


cast of Asian leaders attending the 
second biennial meeting of the mo. 
World Forum for Democratization F 


in Asia (WFDA) at the Philippine f" 
Plaza Sofitel Hotel starting today. Di 

The three-day meeting will tack- 
le the political ancien in Asia is Conveniently located near C-5 and the Ortigas Business Center. 
and forge a consensus on how civil Ё dla, iz SM Supercenter Pasig Tiendesitas * Medical City + SM Megamall * Metrowalk 
society groups, governments and р 
citizens of various Asian countries 
could collaborate to promote 
со wu E с А 
тап rights and assure just and eq- 
uitable economic growth. E 

Ibrahim will keynote the con- № 
ference tomorrow at 2 p.m. and CUN 
discuss “Prospects and Problems ANWAR IBRAHIM 
for Asian Democracy.” , 

Former Indonesian President Abdurrah- 
man Wahid will also have a video presenta- 
tion this morning while former Cambodian 
Finance Minister Sam Rainsy will partici- 
pate in the high-level meeting of Asian 
democrats and civil society figures. 

Secretary Jesus Dureza, presidential ad- 
viser on the peace process, will welcome 
the delegates at 9 a.m. today along with 
Alexander Padilla, chair of the Initiatives 
for International Dialogue (IID), which or- 
ganized the WFDA meet. 

Dr. Deng-ker Lee, adviser of the Taiwan 
Foundation for Democracy, which sponsored. 
the first meeting of WFDA two years ago, will 
be on hand to meet the participants. 

Former President Fidel Ramos will deliv- 
er the keynote address at 10:30 a.m, and 
discuss the significance of the Philippine 
experience for democracy in Asia. 

Padilla will moderate the high-level fo- 
rum, with Fernando Lasam de Araujo, presi- 
dent of the national parliament of Timor 
Leste, leading the panel members. Dr. Caroli- 
na Hernandez, chair of the Institute for 
Strategic and Development Studies (ISDS) of 
the Philippines; Ms Irene Fernandez, director 
of Tenangita of Malaysia, Rainsy, and Dr. 
Young-hee Shim, corepresentative of Women 
Making Peace of South Korea as members. 

Debbie Stothard, coordinator of the Alter- 
native Asean Network on Burma (ALTSEAN 
Burma) will moderate Plenary Session 1 of 
the meeting, with Dr. Vo Van Ai of Vietnam, 
Mr. Ryita Jonen of World Movement for 
Democracy of Japan, Ms Khin Ohmar of the 
Asia-Pacific Peoples Partnership for Burma 
and Dr. Ash Roy of the Institute of Social Sci- 
ences of India as members. 

"Three working groups will hear country re- 
ports on democratization of closed societies, 
assisting countries in transition and assisting 
democratic consolidation in the afternoon. 
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Finance usec 
Sevilla quits 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FINANCE UNDERSECRETARY JOHN SEVIL- 
Ja, in charge of the government's privatiza- 
tion program under the Department of Fi- 
nance, admitted yesterday that he has ten- 
dered his irrevocable resignation, 
"Tam resigning for a personal reason. My 
father is very sick,” Sevilla told reporters fol- 
lowing yesterday's press conference on the 
government's fiscal performance for August. Ра 


: ү А =» 7 

Sevilla only worked for the DOF for ў ey ¢ < { ° | 
abouta year, taking on the finance post last kc « Ü WIS 
year from former Finance Undersecretary : 


for Privatization, Jay Singson. 

Singson, son of former Bangko Sentral 
Governor Gabriel Singson, decided to go 
back to the private sect 

Sevilla’s resignation came at the height of 
the governments efforts to push forward its А 
privatization program to offset the expected Because time 
shortfall in tax collection for the year. The 
government expects the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue, the biggest revenue earner among 
government agencies, го post a shortfall of 
P24 billion under a best-case scenario. 


Ontrack 

But DOF earlier said that the government 
‘was on track in raising P70 billion in revenues 
from privatization this year, much higher 
than the earlier target of only P25 billion. The 
difference would more than offset the expect- 
ed shortfall in tax collection, the DOF said. 

‘There were rumors that Sevilla was hav- 
ing policy differences with Finance Under- 
secretary Gaudencio Mendoza, in charge of 
legal matters. 

Sevilla denied this, insisting that he was 
resigning to look after his ailing father. 

Prior to his stint at the Department of Fi- 
nance, Sevilla was engaged in the invest- 
ment banking sector. The DOF has yet to 
"name his replacement. 

In January to August, the DOF was able 
to achieve the privatization of its 46-per- 
cent stake in the Philippine Telecommuni- 
cations Investment Corp. (PTIC) and raised 
P25 billion from the deal. The government 
likewise sold in July, 20 percent of its shares 
їп the Philippine National Oil Co.-Energy 
Development Corp. (PNOC-EDC) for about 
P17 billion. 
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No DENR ‘midnight 
deal,’ says former usec 


Ropablto of the Philippines 
Quezon Фир 
Treasurer's Орос 


NOTICE TO ALL BUSINESS/COMMERCIAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS IN QUEZON CITY 


The Quezon City Government, thru the City Treasurer's Office, by virtue 
of CITY ORDINANCE NO. SP-1663, S. 2006, entitled: “ORDINANCE 
PROVIDING FOR THE APPREHENSION OF BUSINESS OWNERS 
AND/OR OPERATORS IN QUEZON CITY NOT ISSUING RECEIPTS 
AND/OR SALES INVOICE", enacted in support of the City's business 
tax collection effort and in order to promote general welfare, will conduct 
monitoring/inspection of all business/commercial establishments within 
the City's territorial jurisdiction to ensure strict compliance with the 
above-stated Ordinance. 


Ай persons, corporations or entities doing business in Quezon City are 
STRICTLY REQUIRED to issue RECEIPTS or SALES INVOICES in all 
their sales or commercial transactions involving the amount of ONE 
HUNDRED PESOS (Php 100.00) or more. Violators shall face the 
penalty of fine in the amount of FOUR THOUSAND PESOS (Php 4,000. 
00) and/or IMPRISONMENT OF ONE (1) MONTH for the FIRST 
OFFENSE; FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (Php 5,000.00) and/or 
IMPRISONMENT OF TWO (2) MONTHS for the SECOND OFFENSE; 
and REVOCATION OF PERMIT and/or CLOSURE OF BUSINESS 
ESTABLISHMENT and/or IMPRISONMENT OF THREE (3) MONTHS 
for the THIRD AND SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, at the discretion of the 
Court. 


The public is requested to report any business/commercial 
establishment in Quezon City violating the said Ordinance to the 
OFFICE OF THE CITY TREASURER at the Ground Floor, Treasury 
Bldg., City Hall, Quezon City / Tel. No. 9288336. 
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SECRETARY ANGELO T. REYES DID NOT 
sign a "midnight deal" to pay US-based 
Emissions Technology Inc. (ETI) $1.3 mil- 
lion in back fees for an air-monitoring pro- 
јест just before he was transferred from the 
environment to the energy department. 

This was the assertion of former Environ- 
ment Undersecretary Armi Borje to belie ће 
impression left by Reyes’ successor at DENR, 
Secretary Lito Atienza, that a letter of under- 
standing (LOU) signed by Reyes with ETI 
last July 31 made the payment a done deal. 

“Secretary Reyes considers it the prerog- 
ative of Energy Secretary Lito Atienza to re- 
view the ETI project or any project of his de- 
partment for that matter,” said Borje yester- 
day ina statement. 

Borje said the issue was an “old one” which 
DENR Director Ely Ouano had addressed in a 
press release on Aug. 7 when Reyes was al- 
ready at the Department of Energy. 

In the news release, Ouano had said: 
"There is nothing definite about the pay- 
ment. It depends upon a showing that the 
ETLImach contractors have complied fully 
with their contractual obligations.” 

"The DENR will not make payments until 
such requirements and conditions have 
been fulfilled in accordance with the ton- 
tract,” Ошапо said, 

Since no payment to ЕТІ was forthcoming, 
Borje said there was hardly any need for 
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Atienza tó say he was withholding payment 
of the $1.3 million pending an investigation. 

Atienza is the former Manila mayor. He 
was named by President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to the environment department on Aug. 1 re- 
placing Reyes who was appointed to Energy. 

Funded by the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), the contract to put up and maintain 
10 air quality monitoring stations in and 
around Metro Manila was signed five years 
ago by then Energy Secretary Heherson Al- 
varez. 

The ADB had recommended payment of 
the back fees to ETI after field studics 
showed the monitoring stations met inter- 
national safety standards, including those 
of the United States Environment Protec- 
tion Agency, according to the DENR in an- 
other statement yesterday. 

The ADB, which funded the project, re- 
tained the services of Gordon Jones of 
Usepa from Sept. 25 to Oct. 1, 2005, to ex- 
amine the monitoring stations and the data 
they had generated, the statement said. 

Jones submitted a report attesting to the 
"fitness and validity" of the monitoring sta- 
tions, which was approved by Usepa direc- 
tor Martin Dieu, according to the DENR. 

The LOU stipulated that ETI must com- 
ply with all the requirements and condi- 
tions of the contract if it hoped to get paid 
the $1.3 million, the statement said. 
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Japanese 
barred for 
hurting Pinay 
on the plane 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


А BLACKLIST ORDER HAS BEEN ISSUED 
against a 64-year-old Japanese tourist who. 
was denied entry from the country because 
he hurt his Filipino girlfriend during their 
flight to Manila last week. 

Immigration Commissioner Marcelino 
Libanan yesterday issued an order placing 
Takanori Wada on the Bureau of Immigra- 
tion's (ВГ) blacklist of undesirable aliens. 

Libanan said he issued the order upon the 
recommendation of immigration officers at 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Na- 
ia). The ВІ officers had barred the Japanese 
national from entering Manila on Sept. 12 
and sent him back to Japan instead. 

"By publicly displaying his disrespect for 
women, he exhibited an abhorrent and distaste- 
ful attitude that made him undeserving of our 
‘country’s hospitality and the privilege to stay in 
the Philippines,” Libanan said in a statement. 

He stressed that as the country’s gatekeeper, 
the BI and its officers have the discretion to de- 
ny entry to any foreigner deemed undesirable. 

According to Clodualdo Penera, head of 
the Bf's migration compliance and monitor- 
ing group (MCMG) at the Naia, Wada was 
immediately issued an exclusion order upon 
his arrival at the airport last Sept. 12. 

Penera said immigration officers received a 
“ight disturbance complaint report” on Wada 
from a passenger named Martin Tomas. 

‘Tomas recounted to BI officers that he had 
tried to stop Wada from hurting his female 
companion, identified as Mariel Yamamoto, 
but the Japanese allegedly snapped at him 
and told him to mind his own business. 

‘Tomas’ report was corroborated by other 
passengers who were on the same flight, 
prompting immigration officers to take ac- 
tion against Wada. 

Immigration officer and MCMG member 
Benito Se, in his report to Libanan on the inci- 
dent, said: "Conclusively, Wada has no re- 
spect for women and for other people that 
made him undesirable.” 


Prominent Quezon 
residents to be feted 


PROMINENT SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF 
Quezon province, including Solicitor Gen- 
eral Agnes Devanadera, now the acting jus- 
tice secretary, and Doctors Manny and Pie 
Calayan will be honored for their achieve- 
ments in their respective fields at the 84th 
anniversary celebration of the Quezon 
(Tayabas) Association (ОТА). 

The celebration is scheduled on Sept. 22 
at the Sofitel Westin Philippine Plaza on 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila. 

Mau Marcelo, the first "Philippine Idol” 
‘winner, and Reymond Sajor, adjudged grand 
champion senior vocalist of the world at the 
11% World Championships of Performing 
Arts, will likewise be recognized. 

The ОТА, which was founded by the late 
President Manuel Luis Quezon, is known for 
its efforts to assist the less fortunate in the 


Its presidents, fashion designer Ramil Es- 
trope and microfinancing and property de- 
veloper Cristina Vilar, are in charge of this 
year's anniversary ball. 
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Wednesday, September 19, 2007 
24th Week in Ordinary Time 
Januarius 
1stReading: 1Tim 3:1-13 
Gospel: Luke 7:31-35 

Jesus said, "What comparison can 1 use for 
this people? What are they like? They are like 
children sitting in the marketplace, about 
whom their companions complain: ‘We piped 
you а tune and you wouldn't dance; we sang 
funeral songs and you wouldn't ery” 

“Remember John: he didn't eat bread or 
drink wine, and you said: 'He has an evil spir- 
it Next came the Son of Man, eating and 
drinking, and you say: ‘Look, а glutton for 
food and wine, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners.’ But the children of Wisdom always 
recognize her work.” 

Commentary 

Who do we worship, follow and put our faith 
in—the one born in the flesh, vindicated in the 
Spirit, worshipped by ай of heaven, preached to 
the nations, now in glory, and believed in 
throughout the world? Jesus questions the peo- 
ple of his day (and ours) on what we are 
like—peevish children squatting in public and 
calling out to their playmates, whining and 
complaining. Not a pretty picture. They neither 
responded to John the Baptist call to repen- 
tance or to the Son of Man's call to sinners in 
mercy. They found something wrong with both 
of them, and they did nothing. And what about 
us—have we listened to John’s call to change so 
that we can see who és coming? Have we lis- 
tened to Jesus’ summons to the cross and recon- 
ciliation among us? 

Claretion Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
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Inquirer reaches out to Bicol vendors 


NAGA CITY—CIRILO ANTONIO, 
51, of Barangay Sta. Cruz has 


He said he had been working 
as a newsboy for the past three 


been selling newspapers for 35  years,earninganaverageofPS0 a 
years but this is the first time he day— which was enough for him 


"was given special attention. 


bayad (1 was able to get a medical 
checkup without paying)," he said. 


and his family to survive and live 
“Nakapacheckup па mayong peaceful life. 

‘Aimed at building a productive 
parmership and interaction with 


Antonio was referring to the partner dealers and civic groups, the 


medical mission held here on 


medical mission, sponsored by the 


Sept. 5 at the Fatima Chapel by Inoue and Unilab, served 211 à 


the Philippine Daily Inquirer and 


dividuals who availed of free medi- 


partners for newsboys and news- cal checkup and free medicines. 


paper vendors—the front line of 
the print industry 


Ramon S. Sia, а newspaper 
dealer here, said this was the first 


Their immediate families also ever medical mission for news- 


gota free checkup. 
Bong Hernandez, 35, married 


boys and newspaper vendors. 
Sia coordinated with Fr. William 


with two kids, said he was glad a Tan of Our Lady of Fatima Chapel, 


newspaper outfit had found time the 
to give them this much attention. 

Hernandez said the free medi- 
cal services meant a lot because 
they usually cannot afford to see 
a doctor. 


Filipino-Chinese ^ Catholic 
Youth, Our Lady of Fatima Associa 
tion, Catholic Women’s League and 
a group of Christian businessmen 
and professionals. Juan Escandor 
Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


MEDICAL MISSION for newsboys and their families held recently in Naga City and sponsored 
jointly by the Inquirer and the United Laboratóries. 


Because sometimes 
Monday is too late. 


We know that sometimes your 
weekdays just aren't long enough for 
you to get things done. That's why our 
banking staff keep our SM mall 
branches open on weekends. Now, 
going to the bank doesn’t have to get 
in the way of all the things you need to 
do. Because your time is more 


important than money 
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What did GMA know and when did she know it? 


‘From page Al 


F mitted an unsolicited bid to un- 
{депаке the NBN project. AHI lost 
the contract to ZTE. 

“Why don't you just copy Joey's 
iproposal—no guarantee, no debt, 
inio subsidy and no risk to the gov- 
lernment?" the businessman said, 
‘quoting his father on what Ms Ar- 
‘royo had told Abalos. 


‘Intimate knowledge 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said this 
{was proof that Ms Arroyo had 
intimate knowledge of the de- 
tails of the project. 

“He (De Venecia) initially de- 
‘clared the President had nothing 
{to do with the contract. But finally, 
fini the end, he admitted that she 
twas knowledgeable about the deal 
‘every step of the way” Lacson said, 

„Не said that what was puz- 
ling was that in spite of advis- 
sing Abalos to follow De Venecia's 
‘proposal, there had been a lot of 


flip-flopping in the government 
position on the NBN contract. 

“tt was dear in the National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority (Neda) board meeting she 
wanted no subsidy, no loan, just 
ВОТ. But when [Planning] Secre- 
tary [Romulo] Neri signed it, she 
‘went to Hainan to witness its sign- 
ing [оп April 21] for face value. It 
was dear that the ZTE contract 
had her imprimatur," Lacson said. 

Lacson said that based on De 
Venecia's account, Ms Arroyo knew 
about the project and the people 
who were lobbying for it even be- 
fore she met with the Neda board 
in November 2006 to lay down the 
ground rules for the NBN. 
‘Mister ni ma'am" 

At the hearing, Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada [referred to the “mys- 
tery man" as the "mister ni 
ma'am”) cited several things 
that showed the President's fin- 
gerprints were all over the 
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anomalous contract: 
© All key individuals 


President's inner circle. 
‘© Ms Arroyo went to 
tion and 


cisms against the project. 


ina hotel in China hours 
was signed. 


Other instances 


that suggested that Ms 


to the contract belonged to the 


to witness officials of ZTE and 
the Department of Transporta- 
Communications 
(DOTC) sign the agreement de- 
spite the fact that her husband 
was critically ill at that time. 

* She has refused to junk the 
contract despite the loud criti- 


© Ms Arroyo did not investi- 


gate how the contract was lost 


* She has barred her officials 
from discussing the project. 

* Ms Arroyo asked her hus- 
band to leave the country. 


Lacson noted other instances 


knew about the ZTE project. 


“First, in November 2006, 
during a meeting on the Cyber- 
coridor at a Neda board meet- 
ing, it was dear in the discussion 


linked 


China that the 


after it 


guidelines,” Lacson said. 

“She asked ‘Do we need to 
have a government broadband,” 
the senator said, quoting minutes 
ofthe Neda board meeting. 

"Neri said ‘basically, ma'am, 
we will need a backbone but 
who will provide this is the is- 
sue—but there is the private sec- 
tor. Yes, a backbone ma'am. It 
can be done through BOT. 

“The President said: "That's 


Like thief in night 
sident gave specific 


ing of the deal. 


why you have to make sure it's 


Arroyo 


BOT. That's why I ask ‘where is 
the money coming from?’ 

“Neri said: "What we need to 
do, ma'am, is to structure it in a 
way that there is no government 
subsidy, but the government will 
become just a т 
this backbone,” Lacson quoted 
from the minutes. 


Change of policy 


De Venecia 
customer for 


ent Cabinet 


“But not take or pay” the Pres- 
ident said, according to Lacson. 


After all the guidelines, Ms 
‘Arroyo proceeded to Hainan, 
China, and witnessed the sign- 


"So all these circumstances, 
plus what was already mentioned 
by Senator Estrada, point only to 
опе thing: The President, your 
President, knew all along that 
there was this project, that Abalos 
was pushing ZTE to bag the pro- 
ject, and so forth and so on," Lac- 
son said, addressing De Venecia. 


De Venecia said he agreed 
with Lacson's observation. “I'm 
quite surprised with the change. 
of the policy,” he said. 
wondered 
whether the Neda or the differ- 
members 
vinced the President to change 


the policy on the NBN project. 

“Or is it the other way around? 
She convinced Neda to sign the- 
approval of the NBN," Lacson said. 

‘After the hearing, Sen. Alan 
Peter Cayetano, chair of the blue 
ribbon committee, told the Iv- 
Quinz that there were a lot of 
circumstances that pointed to 
the President knowing more 
than it appeared. 


What's dear, what's mystery 

“How far was she involved in 
the bribery is a mystery. But what 
is clear is that while the project is 
overpriced by $130 million, why 
is she still pushing for it? Other- 
wise, she should just let her peo- 
ple explain here,” Cayetano said. 

He said the blue ribbon com- 
mittee's duty was not to link the 
President to the deal. 

"We just want it to establish and 
reach a logical conclusion. Тоо 
early to say whether.she knew 
about the bribes,” Cayetano said. 


con- 


GMA to Mendoza: Take case to SC, where there’s no politics 


From page Al that the deal 
telecommunic 

Ms Arroyo's order would, in 
effect, spare her administration 
from what could be a potential- 
ly divisive showdown with the 
Senate, which has opened an 
investigation into allegations 


payofis. 
Ms Arroyo 


the board meeting of the Na- 


NI BOZ WATER TREATMENT 


= 


We offer different 
package to fit 


issuance of GPR- (Centicate ot Product Regs 


SHOT(Bureat of Health Device Technology) 


i 


are 
a a 


_— 


“Аз Required By" DOH- (Department of Health) 


the Chinese 
ications giant ZTE 


Corp. was marked by massive 


announced her di- 


rective to Mendoza when she 
spoke yesterday at the start of 


TECHNOLOGY 


“Your Mrategic Partner in Hater Hation Business” 
2 rs 


m SUPPORTI. 
‘SERVICE| 
PRODUCTS) 


Earnie 


Be 


WATER QUALITY ASSOCIATION suas sensu at 


FOR INQUIRIES, CALL: 


уде Condominium, Jude St. Orbeas Center Pas 


PHINMA PROPERTIES CENTER 
29 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 1550 


Trunkiine: 533-7777 
Sales Hotline: 535-6800 


Email: info@phinmaproperties.com 
Website: www.phinmaproperties.com 


634-1207 / 634-8542 


PHINMA PROPERTIES 


the country’s leader in affordable condos 
has moved to its new Corporate Headquarters. 


tional Economic and Development Authori- 
ty (Neda) while the Senate inquiry was in 
full swing. 

“Тат directing Secretary Mendoza to ap- 
pear and explain before the Supreme Court 
the case of the National Broadband Net- 
work,” she said. 

She said her administration could pre- 
sent evidence before the high tribunal, 
where there would be no politicking. 

The high court recently issued a tempo- 
rary restraining order on the deal following 
a petition by Iloilo Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico 
questioning its legality. 

Ms Arroyo made no mention of the 
Senate blue ribbon committee, which 
has summoned executive officials led by 
Mendoza, who snubbed the inquiry 
claiming the case was already in the 
courts. 


Mendoza: A melodrama 

“There is no politics and evidence is 
the basis of the processes in the court,” 
Ms Arroyo said, speaking in Filipino. “It 
is in court that the issue of whether the 
deal is in accord with the law and the 
welfare of the people will be judged cor- 
rectly.” 

Ms Arroyo said the executive branch was 
also prepared to help in the probe of the 
Ombudsman, where graft cases against 
some officials have been filed. 

Mendoza, for his part, said he was 
ready to face the Supreme Court on the 
NBN deal and maintained that business- 
man Jose "Joey" de Venecia Ш was only 
criticizing the project because he did not 
win it. 

“I have read the affidavit of Joey de 
Venecia Ш and heard his testimony before 
the Senate today Neither changed my 
view that, despite his well-rehearsed at- 
tempt at melodrama at the Senate, he із 


still a sore loser,” Mendoza said. 
Politicized 

Mendoza said the issue had been highly 
politicized and that Ms Arroyo was right 
when she directed him during a Cabinet 
meeting yesterday to prioritize the court 
case rather than explain to the Senate. 

He also said that when granted a “leave 
of court" to speak out on the NBN issue 
outside the high tribunal's hearings, he 
would demonstrate that the project “went 
through the legal processes, is above- 
board and is for the benefit of the Filipino 
people.” 

In her remarks to the Neda board, Ms 
royo stressed that opposing views and posi- 
tions were natural in a democracy. 


According to justice 

“What is important is that there are 
courts and legal processes that can resolve 
any disagreement in a peaceful manner, ac- 
cording to justice and the evidence, with- 
out politics,” Ms Arroyo said. 

She said she convened the Neda board to 
approve and speed up the completion of 
priority projects, including expressways 
and railroads. 

Ms Arroyo said the country needed to 
strengthen the rule of law and ensure polit- 
ical stability in its march to progress. 

“This is what every investor is looking 
for,” she said. 

She urged Congress to promptly concur 
with Proclamation No. 1377 that she issued 
granting general amnesty to communist 
rebels. 

“We need to ... help local government 
strengthen peace in the provinces under 
the amnesty (proclamation),” she stressed, 
even as she ordered the Armed Forces to de- 
fend the public from the "death and de- 
struction” wrought by enemies of the state. 
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PDIC president Mike Osmeña dies; 57 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT 
Insurance Corp. presi- 
dent Michael "Mike" 
Abla Оѕтейа 
passed away on Mon- 
day after a brief bout 
with cancer. 

The board of direc- 
tor, management 
and staff of the РОІС 
announced the death 
of Osmefia, 57, who 
took over the helm of 
the state-owned сог- 
poration on July 4 
last year. 

Osmefia is survived 
by his wife, Theresa 
Mapua Osmefia and 
three sons, Ramon, 
Anton and Stefan. 

His remains are in 
Kamagong Воот, 
Manila Memorial Fu- 
meraria Paz in Sucat, 
Parafiaque. Inter- 
ment shall be on 
Sept. 22 after the 9 
am. funeral mass at 
the St. James the 
Great Church in 
Ayala Alabang. 

“His term as PDIC 
president was marked 
by improvement in 
the corporation's ser- 
vice delivery, organi- 
zational efficiency, б- 
nancial strength and 
employee welfare. He 
strongly supported 
advocacy programs in 
enhancing financial 
literacy education and 
savings — discipline," 
the PDIC manage- 
ment and staff said in 
astatement yesterday. 

Не was also a gov- 
emment nominee to 
the Boards of the 
Philippine Bank of 
Communications and 


A 


2YCAR/RUGK LOAN 


YRHMODELISY 


the Philippine National РАТОЕЕРАВТЙ 


Bank. During his term, 
the PDIC played a criti- 
cal role in the govem- 
ments exit from the 
PNB after a successful 
rehabilitation marked 
by the sale of govem- 
ments shares via pub- 
licoffering 

Prior to his stint in 
the PDIC, Osmefia 
was a veteran of 30 
years and held vari- 
‘ous management po- 
sitions in corporate fi- 
nance, credit man- 
agement and con- 
sumer banking. 

He was a senior of- 
ficer and sales direc- 
tor of ABN Amro re- 
sponsible in building 
the consumer busi- 
mess and likewise 


worked with Bank of  Osmefia also more than a decade pects of global trade multinational corpo- 
America Savings served as assistant (1977-1988) where relationships of vari- rations. Doris C. 
Bankaschiefmarket- vice president of he handled all as- ous Philippine-based Dumlao 

ing officer Citibank NA. for 
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property for the pomotion and enrichment of the quality of life. 


Who can practice Interior Design? 


Only Individuals who hold interior Design License issued by tho 
Professional Reguialion Commission (PRC) are legally 

allowed to practice mtorior design and uso tho Ue of 

"Interior Designer.” 


interest of intenor Designers, that ia respon forthe prepara- 
tion of the policies and standard of interior design practice as 
‘embodied by the law (RA 8534) that upita the interior dengn 
practice into a profeasion. It io then tasked, to monitor the strict 
implementation of the law. 


Thus, we would like to call tho attention of all practicing 
interior designers to contact the РИО Secretariat for infor- 
‘mation regarding the acquisition of license from the Pro- 
fessional Regulation Commission (PRC). 


E-mail: pud@pud.com.ph 


элырлулеы алал» 


Mike Ais mystery 


Last week, the Supreme Court ordered a 
temporary stop to the NBN contract, which 
‘was signed in April in Boao, China, by 
Communications Secretary Leandro Men- 
doza and ZTE vice president Yu Yong in 
ceremonies witnessed by President Arroyo. 


From page Al 
‘Amsterdam Holdings Inc., which lost the 
contract for the NBN project to ZTE 
Corp. 

De Venecia also recounted how Aba- 
los, in a separate meeting with officials 
of China's ZTE Corp., which he attend- 
ed, allegedly demanded advance com- 
missions and claimed Ms Arroyo and his 
father, Speaker Jose de Venecia, were ex- 
pecting the money. 

The younger De Venecia said he was 
shocked by Abalos’ attempt to drag the 
names of Ms Arroyo and of his father, 
and he pulled Abalos aside “to warn him 
against the gratuitous namedropping." 
But when the meeting resumed, he said 
‘Abalos continued with his demands. 


Recorciliatory meeting 
The young De Venecia was referring to 
the "reconciliatory meeting" in a function 
room of Wack Wack, where De Venecia said 
Arroyo tried to bully him to get him to 
withdraw AHT's unsolicited proposal for 
the NBN project. 
"Sinindak niya po ako (He threatened 
in reply to Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan's question. 
an said the act of the President's 
husband, who left the country for Hong 
Kong on the eve of the Senate inquiry, was 
more like a "pangduduro (browbeating).” 
The "reconciliation" meeting was called 
by Mendoza to patch up differences be- 
tween De Venecia and Abalos, who al- 
legedly brokered the ZTE deal in ex- 
change for a kickback. 


Golf buddies 

“I believe Abalos and the First Gentle- 
man and Mendoza are very close 
friends. They play a lot of golf. They're 
buddies,” he said. 

Other persons at the meeting, accord- 
ing to De Venecia, were Abalos’ chief of 
staff Jimmy Paz, Abalos security staffer 
Quirino de la Torre, Ruben Reyes and Leo 
San Miguel. (De Venecia apologized to 
Edgar Dula Torres, a retired police official, 
whom he had mistakenly identified as be- 


Heavy heart 

In his opening statement, De Venecia 
said: “It is with a heavy heart that I can- 
mot deny that it was First Gentleman 
Mike Arroyo at the reconciliatory meet- 
ing.” 

“1 do, however, want to make clear 
that it was his presence alone that I ob- 
served and I have no other indication of 

participation in the NBN project or 
the deal with ZTE,” he said. 

‘The Senate and House of Representa- 
tives are investigating the ZTE contract 
amid calls that it be rescinded because it 
was allegedly overpriced by $130 mil- 
lion and attended by corruption. Two 
economists claimed that the NBN pro- 
ject was unnecessary because the private 
sector already had two broadband net- 
works. 


Venecia used his fellow resource person, lloilo Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico, at the Senate probe to demonstrate hd 
Mike Arroyo tried to "bully" him to withdraw his own bid for the government's broadband project. 
ing part of Abalos’ group when he was ac- 
tually referring to De la Torre). 


socis 
fight where you will ask a heavier person 
to back you up," De Venecia said. 

De Venecia said Mendoza spoke first: 
"Joey (De Venecia), the chairman is here. 
The First Gentleman is here." 

Abalos supposedly told him: “Joey, 1 
forgive you for your sins." 


(Abalos was apparently referring | 
Venecia's claim that the Comelec 4 
had gotten mad at him for telling. Z1 
ficials that he [Abalos] wanted at 
vance commission.) 

De Venecia said he did not reply 
asked instead if Abalos’ proposal ioi 


Heavier person 

“My impression is that Chairman Aba- 
los had asked him (Arroyo) to convince 
me to withdraw [my bid]. It's like in a 


Senators fear ‘dynamic obsolescence’ 


From page Al 
three committee chairs expressed the 
view that the government could end 
up with an antiquated communica- 
tion network before it had fully paid 
the 20-year Joan with the Chinese 
firm, ZTE Corp. 

Ramon Sales, former chair of the 
Commission on Information and 
‘Communication Technology (CICT), 
justified the NBN contract, citing the 
governments increasing communi- 
cation expenses. 

"What Т can't accept is that the 
telecoms cost of the güverfiiént^ 
keeps going up," said Sales who re- 
signed last May. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas II, chair of the. 
Senate committee on trade and 


commerce, likened the govern- 
ment's NBN project to it buying its 
own airline because it was spending 
a lot on air travel. 

“Trs like, we are spending so much on 
air travel, lets buy our own airplanes. 
‘Weare pending so much on helicopters 
to go to far-flung barangays, ets build a 
road ай the way to these areas, even ifin 
fact a road is not the mast efficient, ef- 
fective use 6f government money” said 
Roxas, 


No assurance 

№ Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, Senate 
blue ribbon committee chair, said his 
concem was that if the goverment 
entered into a 20-year NBN deal, “we 
might get stuck with obsolete technol- 


ову" He cited the “Telepono sa Baran- 
gay” project that was eventually 
shelved with the advent of cellular 
phone technology. 

Biazon, chair of the defense com- 
mittee, said there was no assurance 
that the government could continue 
to use the NBN infrastructure to be 
put up by ZTE for the next 20 years. 

“If we invest here, how long can 
we use the system before it be- 
comes obsolete?” he asked. 

Sales said the answer depended 
on the situation. 

Не cited potential savings of about 
P30.4 billion in the next 20 years un- 
der the contract with ZTE Corp., while 
rival Amsterdam Holdings Inc.'s pro- 
posal offered savings of around P17 
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billion for the same period. 
But Sales later told reporters the 
CICT could not compare the two 
roposals and the potential sav- 
gs since the two firms had used 
different approaches to arrive at 
their figures. 

Under questioning, Sales admit- 
ted the extrapolated savings were 
based on the Department of Trans 
portation and Communications’ 
assumption that the government 
would be spending P4 billion an- 


mually for communications, or 
about P80 billion in the next 20 
years. He admitted he had not 
read the DOTC's “supply contract” 
with ZTE Corp. 


Figures bloated 

But Roxas said the DOTC's fig- 
ure was bloated since the pro- 
posed 2008 national budget only 
allocated P2.7 billion for commu- 
nication expenses. 

“It is very clear that just be- 
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Senate warns Mike A: Snubbing in 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE SENATE HAS WARNED 
the husband of President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo against snubbing its 
quiry into the $329-million con- 
tract won by China's ZTE Corp. for 
the national broadband network 
project. 

Juan Miguel “Mike” Arroyo's re- 
fusal to answer the charges made 
by businessman Jose de Venecia Ш 
would be taken to mean he was 
guilty, said Sen. Alan Cayetano, 
Chair of the Senate blue ribbon 
committee which leads the Senate 
inquiry. 


Mr Arroyo left for Hong Kong on 
Sept. 17, the eve of the opening of 
the Senate hearings into the ZTE 
deal. 

“There's damning testimony 
against them," Cayetano said. 

"Unlike before when they re- 
fused to appear (because) they 
want to talk less to make less mis- 
takes, right now if they don't ap- 
pear what do you think would be 
the conclusion of the people?" he 
said. 

But Cayetano, who had crossed 
swords with Amoyo in the 13th 
Congress, said the Senate might issue 
an “invitation” first to Arroyo and 


then the others mer 
Venecia in his testimon| 
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Doc, lawyer say FG trip set long befo 


From page Al 
Dr. Rommel Cariño told the In- 
‘quire that the new scandal involv- 
ing Arroyo would have been stress- 
ful to him since he had just recov- 
ered from life-threatening surgery. 

But he should have been in the 
country when Jose “Joey” de Vene- 
cia Ш testified at the Senate, “to 
avoid suspicion that he is hiding,” 
Carifio said, adding that Arroyo 
could let his lawyers handle the 
matter anyway. 

“Kasi pag wala siya, lagi siyang 
pinag-uusapan (Because when he's 
away, people always talk about 
him)," the doctor said. 

He conceded that Arroyo's de- 
parture was bad timing: 
"Nakakaawa naman siya, kasi pag- 
alis niya, tiempo." 

Cariño, a senior heart surgeon 
with the Philippine Heart Center, 
performed the dangerous 10-hour 
aneurysmectomy on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's husband after 
he was diagnosed with a dissecting 
aortic aneurysm (a condition in 
which a tear develops in the 
biggest blood vessel in the body). 

Doctors said the survival rate 
among those afflicted was only 5 
percent. 

Arroyo's survival led him to call 
Carifio his "miracle surgeon.” 


Was it the stress? 

The surgery was conducted on 
April 9, a few weeks after the 
meeting in which Arroyo suppos- 
edly threatened De Venecia and 
told him to “back off" the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) pro- 
ject cornered by China's ZTE Corp. 


I BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Asked if the stress of the NBN 
meetings in March could have ag- 
gravated Arroyo's heart condition, 
leading to the emergency surgery, 
Carifio merely laughed. 

He said his patient's trip to Eu- 
rope had been planned for some 
time. 

Carifio said Arroyo sought his 
permission two Tuesdays ago to go 
оп a two-week trip to Europe: “He 
really wanted to go abroad. He said 
he will go to Europe with his friends. 
Two weeks lang daw siya doon." 

The doctor said he gave the 
go-signal because his patient was 
already fit to resume “normal ac- 
tivities.” 

“Не already plays golf-—1 think, 
at least twice a week,” the doctor 
said. 


2nd trip overseas 

Cariño said Arroyo did not spec- 
ify his ultimate destination in Eu- 
rope. But according to sources 
speaking off the record, Arroyo 
was to fly to Munich in Germany 
from Hong Kong. 

Itis Arroyo's second trip abroad, 
after the trip with the President to 
Sydney, Australia, for the Asia-Pa- 
cific Economic Cooperation sum- 
mit on Sept. 6-10. (He did not join 
the activities lined up for the 
spouses of the Apec leaders during. 
the summit, however.) 

Carifio said the only advice he 
gave his patient was to lie flat on 
his back during the long-haul 
flight to Europe. He said he was as- 
sured that the airline could meet 
this requirement. 

"He should be lying flat; other- 


wise he will have b. 
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operation” between ZTE and his own firm, 
Amsterdam Holdings Inc., was still on. 
Before Abalos could reply, Arroyo cut De 
Venecia off and told him to "back off." 
“Back off is, iwanan mo na itong proyekto 
(leave this project). Huwag na akong sumali 
dahil may ibang kasali diyan (1 shouldn't join 
the project because someone else was already 
involved),” De Venecia told the senators. 
After being told to back off, De Venecia 
said he tried to explain to Arroyo the ad- 
, vantages of AHT's proposal. 
{ — "But he (Arroyo) refused to listen. Не 
went to the other side of the room. He just 
stood up and left," the businessman said. 
“I ended up talking to nobody,” De Vene- 
cia said. 


Waiter 

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada said one of the 
waiters at Wack Wack witnessed the meet- 
ing. De Venecia, however, could not recall 
the exact date but that it was held about 
middle of last March. 

When questioned, De Venecia recalled 
that both Arroyo and Mendoza were in 
white barong Tagalog while Abalos came in 
a "very nice” polo barong with the Comelec 
pin. 

De Venecia said earlier in March that he 
came across Mendoza at his father's home. 

“You know Joey, your proposal is difficult 
because the old man [Abalos] is mad at 
you,” he quoted Mendoza as telling him. 

De Venecia told the Senate inquiry that 
the ZTE contract was overpriced by at least 
$130 million. 

He said he was offered $10 million to 
join the Chinese firm in the deal while on a 
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government 
vend for com- 
verseas. calls 


and fax transmissions even if the 
ZTE Corp. laid down the NBN in- 
frastructure. 

Sales further justified the gov- 
ernment's NBN project, saying pri- 
vate service providers could not 
service the farthest barangay of- 
fice. 

But he also admitted the ZTE pro- 
ject would only cover 40-45 percent 
of government offices, and he was 
not sure if government financial in- 
stitutions would also be covered. 


uiry means guilt 


quiry—Sen. Manuel Roxas Il of the 
trade and commerce committee 


visit to China last December. 

"It was there that I found out that the 
ZTE proposal was, as early as then, over- 
priced by ... $130 million” ostensibly to ac- 
commodate kickbacks, he said. 

After he refused to form a partnership 
with ZTE, De Venecia said Abalos threat- 
ened him and Star columnist Jarius Bon- 
doc, who had written about the deal. 

“It was also him (Abalos) that threatened 
to have Jarius Bondoc and I killed for in- 
forming the public of his wrongdoing," De 
Venecia told the senators. 

Sen. Francis Escudero pointed out that 
both De Venecia and Arroyo were liable for 
violation of the antigraft and corruption 
law (Republic Act No. 3019) because rela- 
tives of the president, vice president, Sen- 
ate president and House Speaker up the 4th 
degree of consanguinity are barred from in- 
volvement in government contracts. (Story 
on Page Al.) 
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and Sen. Rodolfo Biazon of the de- 
fense committee. 
Also to be invited are the al- 
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leged associates of Benja: 
Abalos Sr., chair of the Commis- 
sion on Elections, namely, his 
chief of staff Jimmy Paz, a certain 
Leo San Miguel, a certain Ruben 
Reyes and retired police general 
Quirino de la Torre. 

“Whether it’s an invitation or a 
subpoena, what we're after is that 
he appears,” said Cayetano, 
adding that under court rules, 
flight is an indication of guilt. 


labas ng bansa.” 

Santos said Arroyo “left for 
abroad Monday evening on a 
long-planned and delayed vaca- 
tion, and not for anything else.” 

He said the trip had been planned 
"along time ago, not because there's 
an inquiry in the Senate,” but be- 
cause his doctors wanted him to 
have "a clean bill of health." 


Мо comment 

Santos declined to comment on De 
‘Venecia’s claim that Arroyo had told 
him to “back off" from the NBN deal. 

“We're checking on that right now. 
We're coordinating with the Senate. 
First, we have to get a transcript of 
the inquiry if Joey really said that at 
the hearing. We have to react from 
there ... but... we will beg off in the 
meantime,” the lawyer said. 

In the statement, Santos said alle- 
gations that his client had left the 
country for Hong Kong to avoid fac- 
ing the Senate inquiry were “dis- 
gusting malicious insinuations.” 

He said Arroyo had planned the 
vacation even before his heart 
surgery. 

“Besides, the First Gentleman 
has not been even mentioned at 
any time in the ZTE controversy. 
Neither has he been invited to the 
Senate inquiry. So to even insinu- 
ate that he is trying to avoid the is- 
sue is totally unfair,” Santos said. 

Echoing Carifio, Santos said Ar- 
royo was “fit to travel” and had 
been given the “green light” by his 
doctors. 

He also pointed out that Arroyo 
had accompanied the President to 
Sydney for the Арес summit. 
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Claim of impunity 


OSE DE VENECIA IIS DEMONSTRATION OF FIN- 

ger-pointing electrified everyone watching the 

Senate proceedings. Asked to show how exactly 

First Gentleman Mike Arroyo told him to drop his 

bid to get the NBN contract, the younger De Venecia 

pointed to Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico, who was seated be- 

side him, and screamed, “Back off!” After days of intense 

speculation, the public now had testi- 

EDITORIAL топу, under oath. The “mystery man” 

who tried to intercede on Comelec 

Chair Benjamin Abalos' behalf, was no less than the hus- 
band of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The First Gentleman, of course, had suddenly ap- 
peared at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport the 
night before, refusing to talk to the media. While Palace 
officials scrambled to belie the impression that the de- 
parture was rushed, they really had nothing to say. Even- 
tually, a bland announcement went out that the depar- 
ture was for reasons of health, and that because of his 
precarious health, the First Gentleman shouldn't be 
pressed on the issue. 

But there isn't any shortage of able-bodied and much 
healthier Palace officials who could have gone to the 
Senate, but who refused. Whether in terms of Monday's 
Senate inquiry on the “Hello, Garci" wiretapping, or 
Tuesday's inquiry into the NBN broadband deal, Palace 
officials to a man (and woman) failed to show up. The 
Arroyo administration shows no inclination to cooperate 
with the Senate, 

The result is that the Senate now has to issue invita- 
tions to more and more individuals and raise the ante 
when it comes to administration personalities who've al- 
ready been invited. Subpoenas are next. And if those are 
ignored, contempt citations must, necessarily, follow. 
Some senators are already so irritated that Sen. Joker 
Arroyo has had to insist on traditional procedures being 

followed, lest the Senate suffer a reversal before the 
Supreme Court. He says he is certain things are going to 
end up before the Supreme Court. 

Besides invoking, once more, EO 464, the administra- 
tion can also claim that the commander-in-chief powers 
of the President authorize her to prohibit military offi- 

-cials from answering a Senate summons. Whether in 
terms of the Garci tapes or the NBN deal, and, we expect, 
the CyberEd project, administration policy seems to be 
«to refuse any questions at all. If refusal isn't on the basis 
of executive privilege, or the commander-in-chief pow- 
ets (for Garci tapes-related matters), then there's the ex- 

“cuse of matters being sub judice. 

This isn't just stonewalling. It's more than asserting 
rights. It goes beyond the separation of powers. This is 
an assertion of total immunity from accountability, a 
claim of presidential impunity, not just immunity. 

Abalos, too, has decided to hide behind his constitu- 
tional office in order to avoid being grilled over allega- 
tions of patently unconstitutional and illegal behavior. 
With the House of Representatives poised to get into the 
act by holding its own NBN-related hearings, the war be- 
tween the executive and legislative branches is threaten- 
ing to expand. As it is, Education Secretary Jesli Lapus 
has already refused to attend the House's Question Hour 
on the CyberEd project. It will also be the Comelec ver- 
sus the legislature. And everyone will end up running to 
the courts. 

This is what's so dangerous about the situation. If the 
administration, after pursuing delaying tactics in the 
courts, loses, the Senate or even the House may be able 
to win over a point of principle. But who will enforce 
Congress’ will? An order of arrest signed by either the 
Senate president or the Speaker would have to be imple- 
mented by the Philippine National Police or the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. What if they disobey, or are or- 
dered to disobey? Congress could go to court. And then 
what? 

Perhaps a draw would follow, one lasting until the 
end of the President's term. If so, it would only make 
"Ше demands for retribution after the May 2010 elec- 
tions even more ferocious. To be sure, the Palace may 
seek comfort in the saying that the public’s memory is 
short. But itis a memory that could instantly be reawak- 
ened the moment the First Gentleman comes home. 
And so, the ultimate question is, does this mean so long 
as Ms Arroyo is President, her husband will remain an 
exile? 
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SO SENATE PRESIDENT MANUEL VILLAR IS 
the richest senator (net worth: P921.4 million) 
and his wife, Rep. Cynthia Villar, is the richest 
member of the House of Representatives. But 
how much did they pay in personal (not corpo- 
rate) income taxes? Are these income taxes 
proportionate to their immense wealth? It is 
only fair to the other taxpayers that they be in- 
formed how much their super-rich leaders pay 
in taxes. 

Some public officials inflate their net worth 
in their statements of assets and liabilities not 
only out of pride but also, some suspicious cyn- 
ics say, to hide ill-gotten wealth later. If your 
net worth is already high when you enter pub- 
lic office, it wouldn't be hard to explain your 
wealth when you leave it. 

And it is not difficult to inflate or deflate the 
value of your assets. To inflate, you simply de- 
clare the current market value of your real es- 
tate properties. To deflate, you declare the ac- 
quisition cost which, because of inflation, is 
Very much less than the present market value. 
And you are not, technically, committing per- 
jury You are telling the truth in both cases. 

That is why some public officials are unusu- 
ally rich while others are unusually poor. And 
why public officials with large real estate hold- 
ings are usually the "richest." Which probably 
explains why the Villars are declared year in 
and year out as the "richest" legislators. 

What I'm driving at is that the statement of as- 
sets and liabilities is not the real indicator of how 
rich or poor person is. The real indicator is how 
much he or she pays in personal income taxes. 
The richer he is, or the more assets he has, the 
bigger the taxes he must pay, di ba? But there are 
senators and congressmen (and other public offi- 
cials) with plenty of assets but who pay peanuts 
in taxes. When that happens, the Bureau of Imer- 
nal Revenue should take out its calculator and 
find out why. The taxes paid should be propor- 
tionate to the assets. If they are not, then there is 
something wrong somewhere. 

But we will never know that unless public 
officials declare in their statements of assets 


‘THERE'S ONE THING I DREAD ABOUT BOOK 
launchings. It's not what to say there: Many 
things reduce me to inarticulateness but book 
launchings are not one of them. 

No, my problem is more elemental. It is re- 
membering people's names, which of course is 
essential when people line up to you to have 
their books signed. Which for some reason they 
insist on, reminding me of that part in “Notting 
Hill” (1 must have watched that movie a dozen 
times, and each time I still laugh out loud at the 
wonderfully literate lines there) where Julia 
Roberts observes that the travel book she is 
about to buy is autographed, and Hugh Grant 
replies, yes, the author insisted on it, “but if you 
can find one that's not, itd be worth an absolute 
fortune” (or words to that effect). 

‘Complete strangers are no problem, it's com- 
plete friends, or acquaintances, that are. Гуе al- 
ways had a horrible memory for names and 
faces, worsened by doing underground work 
during Marcos’ time—briefly physically and in- 
terminably spirirually—when | had to deal with 
false names or aliases or noms de guerre. I saw 
little point in remembering them, they were go- 
ing to change anyway almost as fast as it took 
for their bearers to change their status in life, 
from underground to aboveground, from free 
to jailed, from living to dead. The last was an 
added incentive to letting things slide in the 
Teflon of the mind; it didn't help having all the 
faces of those with one foot in the grave (“We 
who are about to die, greet you") etched in 
memory like the names of lovers inside repre- 
sentational hearts carved on trees. But 'm prob- 
ably just making excuses. 

Years ago, it actually happened to me, the stuff 
of bad dreams: I completely forgot the name of 
someone I worked with in The Daily Globe. It 
‘was the launch of ‘Dance of the Dunces” in 1991, 
1 was in a daze from the sleepless nights cram- 
ming on the planning and dashing off some 
things to say along with indulging/fortifying my- 
self with Bacchus divine libations, а thing I was 
still wont to do then, my fingers not yet having 
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and liabilities how much personal income tax- 
es they paid. 

People say the law prohibits divulging the 
taxes paid by any individual. True, but public 
officials should be exempt from that prohibi- 
tion. Under the principles of transparency and 
accountability set by the Constitution, the pub- 
lic lives of public officials should be an open 
book. Ifa person wants to retain his privacy, he 
should not join the government. Once he joins 
it, there should be no secrets. The public 
should know almost everything about their 
public servants, especially the taxes they pay, 
an obligation of every citizen. 

‘The others among the 10 richest senators 
are: Jamby Madrigal (net worth: P148.9 mil- 
lion), Mar Roxas (P140.3 million), Bong Revilla 
(P107 million), Juan Ponce Enrile (P98 mil- 
lion), Jinggoy Estrada (РЕЗ million), Pia 
Cayetano (P76.2 million), Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago (P76 million), and Loren Legarda 
(P41.4 million). All the senators, by the way, are 
multimillionaires, including the poorest, Anto- 
nio Trillanes, whose net worth is P2.3 million. 

International and national business maga- 
zines, also list the richest businessmen every 
year. The richest among the Filipinos are usu- 
ally the Chinese taipans like Lucio Tan, Henry 
Sy John Gokongwei, etc. and the Spanish-Fil- 
ipino Ayala and Zobel families. Congratula- 

s, but how much did they pay in personal 
income taxes? The magazines, much less the. 
super rich themselves, don't say. It would be 
good for the BIR to publish how much taxes 
they paid, to encourage other taxpayers to pay 
correct taxes, but it does not. 

The BIR usually publishes the names of the 
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been augmented by grotesque protrusions, cour- 
tesy of gout. When her tum came, her face beam- 
ing down on me where I sat, I simply could not 
summon up her name. 

Forgetting names has its remedies in social 
life, when you can always call male friends 
“bok,” or “pare,” or the now ubiquitous “ser,” 
and your female friends, their equivalents. In 
fact, half the time you don’t even have to call 
them by name, you can just resort to “Kumusta 
na?" while biding time, hoping their identities 
will float on the surface of your consciousness 
like the bloated bodies of the drowned. Except 
of course at parties or socials when you're com- 
pelled to introduce your companions to others, 
but which you can always get around by saying, 
"Why don't you just introduce yourselves?" Or 
some such breezy remark, though that requires 
practice to get the proper air of nonchalance 
across. 1 can't say I've been able to master i. 

But as I was saying, this person suddenly 
loomed before me, beaming probably in expecta- 
tion of a nice dedication, and I could not for the 
life of me remember her name. My anxiety 
turned to nervousness and my nervousness to 
full blown panic, and my mind tumed from 
blank to blanker In my mind's eye, or paranoia, 1 
could feel everyone in the line eyeing me fretful- 
у like a queue at a supermarket does a cashier 
whose cash register has suddenly conked out. 
My agitation must have been patent to my signa- 
ture-taker she seemed prepared to take out 
something from her handbag to relieve me of my 
agony like one of those ads about diarrhea. 

Days later, I could imagine all sorts of witty 
things to say, but there and then, well, 1 


biggest income taxpayers, both corporate and 
personal. So why does it not publish the taxes 
paid by public officials, especially members of 
Congress, and by our richest businessmen? 
They should lead the rest of the citizenry in 
paying taxes, shouldn't they? The people 
should know if their richest countrymen are 
paying the correct taxes. 

And if they know that the BIR publishes the 
taxes they pay, they would be forced to always 
pay the correct taxes, wouldn't they? Why be 
ashamed to reveal the taxes you paid if they 
are correct? 

But shy public officials and the BIR say the 
law prohibits making public the taxes paid by 
individuals. I see no good reason for this prohi- 
bition except to give public officials an excuse 
to keep their tax payments secret. 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, offi 
cial spokesman of former President Joseph 
Estrada, told the Kapihan sa Manila last Mon 
day that he would file a resolution asking the 
BIR to reveal the taxes paid by members of 
Congress and also file a bill that would man- 
date the publication of the taxes paid by top 
public officials in the spirit of transparency and 
accountability. Only those who are not paying 
the correct taxes would oppose such a bill. 


TODAY'S JOKES: The conviction for plun- 
der of former President Estrada has 
spawned a welter of jokes. Erap jokes are 
usually corny, but here are two of them any- 
way: 

Lawyer to Erap before the reading of the 
sentence: May I have your cell (phone) 
number. 

Erap: Tarantado ka ano! Hindi pa nga ako 
nahahatulan, cell ko na ang tinatanong mo. 

fter Erap's conviction, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo went to his Tanay vacation house to 
console him. 

GMA: l'm going to give you a parole. 

Erap: Ayoko. lts still too early to put up 
Christmas decorations. 


dropped the ball. Before 1 could say anything 
with any semblance of savoir faire, she said 
with much savoir faire, “I'm not wanted by the 
police, I'm still using my old name," and she 
gave it to me to my vast relief—as vast as the 
опе you see in ads about diarrhea. We should 
have traded places. 

All this craziness is just to say that I will soon 
probably find myself in the same predicament 
again. I'm launching a book this Friday, and it 
is not for my publisher alone that I'm making 
this shameless advertisement. The book is 
called “Tongues on Fire,” which is also the title 
of the first piece. (The last is called "Silence," 
fittingly enough. I's а collection of the 
speeches I've delivered over the years on va 
‘ous occasions. As 1 explain in the preface, it's 
the product of the patient exhortations of my 
publisher, Karina Bolasco of Anvil, and the not- 
so-patient harangues of my devoted readers, 
who have resorted to making me feel guilty (at 

by saying they have been la- 
'boriously clipping my columns. 

Tve decided to come out with the speeches 
first to put, if not my best foot forward, at least 
one damn good one. Also, 1 didn't realize 1 had 
delivered a great many speeches all these years, 
in great part for graduations. Who knows? 
Maybe it can spark an enthusiasm of speechify- 
ing or orating among today's students, a dying 
art if ever 1 saw one, Who knows even more? 
Maybe it can improve the quality of speeches in 
the Senate and House of Representatives—I un- 
derstand that the privilege speech is currently 
Congress’ version of the recess bell, its the sig- 
nal for the legislators to leave the hall and take 
their coffee break—though elegance seems to 
be the last thing their utterances need; truthful- 
ness is first. 

‘The launch is at the Peta Theater Center, No. 
5 Sunnyside Drive, Barangay Kristong Hari, 
‘Quezon City, 6-8 p.m, Bring a witty line with 
you just in case I forget your name. It won't get 
you your book for free bur it could give you 
smug satisfaction. 
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EXPECTATIONS THAT THE SANDIGANBAYAN'S 
decision pe former President Joseph 
Estrada of plunder had put an end by judicial fiat. 
to his case as the most disruptive element in polit- 
ical stability crashed on the rocks within days of 
the verdict. 

No sooner had the ink dried on the verdict, sen- 
tencing Estrada to life imprisonment, than a new 
controversy, more destabilizing for national unity 
than the already decided case, flared over the 
question of executive clemency, or what's next for 
Estrada, 

This much is certain, He was not promptly dis- 
patched to the national penitentiary in Muntinlu- 

a upon promulgation of the decision, a fate that 
falls lesser Filipino citizens beneath the rank of 
ex president, Instead, the court allowed him to be 
returned to his house arrest sanctuary in Tanay 
until further orders from the court on his final 
destination. 

Politicians advanced the explanation that the le- 
niency accorded to Estrada was more than judi- 
cial—it was "not to humiliate” him in the interest of 
bringing about political reconciliation. Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile, who defended Estrada stoutly during 
Estrada's impeachment trial in the Senate, said, “He 
should not be humiliated.” It was the same Enrile 
who looked very forlorn after ће tribunal voted 11- 
10 to seal the second envelope containing evidence 
of the Jose Velarda account. In the pandemonium 
following the vote, journalists and TV cameramen 
all mobbed Senate President Aquilino Pimentel Jr., 
who voted with the minority of 10 and resigned the 
Senate presidency. They ignored Enrile, the villain 
of public opinion during the trial, standing forlomly 
in the corridor, and he was heard to remark, “Is 
there anyone who wants to talk to me?" 

‘Another mealy mouthed politician, Sen. Francis 
Pangilinan, who ran for reelection in May 2007, 
defining himself as an “independent,” became a 
pleader for extraordinary leniency for Estrada. He 

id Estrada "must be accorded the respect and 
dignity (due to) a former head of state." 
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While Estrada stays in his Tanay estate, where 
he was spared the rigors of incarceration and 
lived in enviable comfort, the execution of his 
sentence remains suspended, putting him in a 
twilight zone. 

The eventual dest: ation of Estrada is to be de- 
cided by a few key questions, including whether 
he appeals to the Supreme Court to overturn the 
Sandiganbayan decision or seeks presidential 
pardon or is covered by an amnesty all of which 
raise a host of contentious legal issues. The ques- 
tion of executive clemency has put President 
Macapagal-Arroyo on the spot and has put under 
а cloud the contention that the decision has 
closed a chapter in the seemingly perpetual rival- 
ry between Estrada and Ms Arroyo. In reality, the 
decision opened new fissures in this vendetta and 
has divided the nation more deeply than the 
plunder case ever did. 

Estrada has played these cleavages to his advan- 
tage. He has tumed the tables on his tormentors. 
His lawyers are saying that he is open to amnesty or 
pardon but he would like to read the “fine print” 
first. They are, in effect, laying the conditions for his 
pardon or amnesty, or even for negotiations for the 
presidential exercise of clemency. 

For the first time in the history of criminal ju- 
risprudence in this country, a convict is laying 
down the terms of the execution of his sentence. 
This makes the public curious over who won or 
lost in the plunder case. Estrada has made the 
government hostage in its deliberation on what 
to do with him. There is a developing consensus 
among Cabinet members that it is politically ex- 


pedient to grant Estrada a pardon, as this is a 
presidential prerogative, if not sooner then later. 
How to do it, without making either Estrada or 
the administration lose face, has generated a hot 
debate among lawyers. 

Estrada would consider either pardon or 
amnesty so long as he does not have to admit 
guilt, and he insists he is not guilty of plunder and 
that the court was a kangaroo court and he was 
tried under a lynch mob political atmosphere. 

Estrada's spokesman, Rep. Rufus Rodriguez 
says, Estrada “is open to amnesty, but he needs to 
make sure of the provisions. It needs to be stud- 
ied. The No. 1 provision is that there should be no 
admission of guilt. Pardon is really out.” 

There is also the question of whether he is eligi- 
ble for amnesty, since it is also argued by some 
Palace officials that “amnesty is for politcal offend- 
ers only and not for plunderers." Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno has said he favors a presidential par- 
доп but Estrada must first “make a formal and offi- 
cial request.” There isa stalemate on this issue. 

‘The Palace is unlikely to back down on this, a 
course that is humiliating and mocks the presi- 
dency. Will Estrada come down? The public may 
ask, is the vanquished laying down the terms of 
capitulation for the victors? 

President Arroyo has said she felt that her ad- 
ministration would become more stable as a con- 
sequence of the Sandiganbayan decision. Her 
spokesperson quoted her as saying: “We have a 
country to run, an economy to grow, and a peace 
to win. We hope that this sad episode in our history 
will not permanently distract us from these goals.” 

Public opinion polls reveal considerable senti- 
ment for pardon for Estrada at some point, and 
Estrada and the administration are both aware of 
this mood. The predicament of the administra- 
tion is how to accommodate this mood without 
being embarrassed for capitulating to Estrada's 
demands. If it does, it would fling wide open the 
floodgates of another, more dangerous, round of 
political instability. 


Lessons they learned 


“DURING OUR TIME IN THE SENATE,” RECALLED 
former Sen. Eva Estrada Kalaw, “our colleagues dis- 
missed everything we did by saying: ‘Mga babae 
lang уап (Theyre just women). Even if we knew 
they were wrong, it still hur.” 

Relations with their male colleagues figured 
prominently in the talks and during the open fo- 
Tum of the Second Eminent Women in Politics 
Lecture Series. The event, organized jointly by 
the Miriam College-Women and Gender Institute 
and the Office of the Senate President, paid trib- 
ше to three women, all of whom had served as 
senators: Kalaw, Helena Benitez and Santanina 
Rasul. Last year's honoree was former Sen. Leti- 
cia Ramos Shahani. 

Rasul, who was the first and so far the only Fil- 
ipino Muslim woman to be elected to the Senate, 
remarked that "men are really chauvinists," when 
“asked by a student if there is really equality be- 
tween men and women. When she filed her bill 
seeking to declare March 8 a non-working holi- 
day and to be observed as National Women's Day 
(March is now observed as National Women's 
Month), she recalled, "all my colleagues agreed 
to be co-authors, but when it came to the plenary 
discussion, all the men rose up and demanded 
that if there was going to be a women's day, then 
there should be a men's day, too!” 

In contrast, Benitez said the Senate in her time 
may have been male-dominated, “but even so, it 
was gender-fair” But this was because, she im- 
plied, the Senate in the 1960s was an “urbane, 
Civil and civilized place.” 

All three also agreed that while even today the 
odds don’t favor the woman candidate, women 
should still take the plunge and dare run for of- 
fice. As Kalaw remarked: “There are more women 
voters than men.” Her remarks were especially 
apt for that gathering because the country was 
commemorating last Sept. 17 the 70th anniver- 
sary of Filipino women's right to suffrage. It also 
happened that it was Senator Kalaw's mother-in- 
law, Pura Villanueva Kalaw, who spearheaded the. 
30-year struggle to give women the right to vote. 


STILL, as Рт. Patricia B. Licuanan, president of 
Miriam College, observed, “70 years after win- 
ning the right to vote, Filipino women are still 
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under-represented in government and in deci- 
sion-making positions.” 

Licuanan cited the concluding comments of 
the CEDAW committee when it reviewed the 
Philippine report, which noted “the low level 
of participation of women in all levels of gov- 
ernment,” and urged the Philippine govern- 
ment “to take measures, even temporary spe- 
cial measures” to ensure a more balanced rep- 
resentation by women in public life. 

Speaking on “Feminist Concepts of Power: A 
Woman's Place is in Politics,” Licuanan re- 
called the process by which the theme of the 
1995 Fourth World Conference on Women was 
determined. “A strong contender suggested by 
the European countries was ‘Half the World, 
Half the Power,” she said. But other govern- 
ments, particularly those from Asia, were un- 
comfortable with such a strong, aggressive de- 
mand for power and instead suggested what 
ultimately became the conference theme: 
“Equality, Development and Peace.” 

Still, said Licuanan, the incident became for 
her an example of “women’s ambivalence to- 
wards power.” 


BUT even as women struggle to attain greater 
voice and visibility, added Licuanan, women seek 
political power “to transform politics as we know 
ir" seeking to create a political system that is 
“transformed and transformational,” and to 
change the attitude that views “power as domina- 
tion” to one that sees power as “liberation.” 

Even so, the three former senators had advice, 
culled from experience, to give to every woman 
in the gathering thinking of running for office. 

Benitez reminded future candidates "to make 
sure that women will vote for you, because wom- 


еп do not necessarily vote for other women. 
Thats a painful fact, bur true." 

Rasul added that "women leaders will not al- 
ways be supportive of women or their causes." 
She also reminded the audience that "it is not 
easy to run for an electoral position, today you 
need a lot of money or to be an artista." 

Kalaw’s advice was blunt: "You make your 
choice. You want to do good but refuse to get 
mixed up in politics, then stay with your NGOs. 
But once you decide to run for office, you have to 
know how to play the political game, and that in- 
cludes dealing with political parties.” 

RASUL also reminded everyone that “there is 
life after the Senate.” 

For her part, after losing in her third cam- 
paign, Rasul simply resumed the work she had 
been doing through the Magbassa Kita Foun- 
dation, pursuing a lifelong mission devoted to 
adult literacy, which began when she was just 
a child and would pass on stories which she 
had read to her friends and neighbors through 
nightly storytelling sessions. These days, Mag- 
bassa Kita is also involved in peace advocacy, 
which Rasul herself pursued when she became 
а member of the government panel in the RP- 
MNLF talks. The continuing conflict in Mi 
danao, she reminded the audience, “is not a 
Mindanao problem but а Manila problem,” 
since it is the policymakers and decision-mak- 
ers who have a say on whether there will be 
peace or violence in Mindanao. 

Benitez, too, continues her lifelong advoca- 
cy of education, being chair of the PWU Board 
of Trustees, while Kalaw showed that age has 
not dulled her combative stance nor blunt 
tongue. 

When Майа Gomez, herself a feminist activist. 
who has tried her hand in electoral politics, 
asked the three honorees “how different would 
life have been if you had been male,” Benitez 
replied, "I am happy to be a woman.” Rasul ad- 
mitted that if she had been male she would 
“probably have been a warlord or a fighter." 

But it was Kalaw who brought the house 
down when she replied: “I think I would be a 
bakla!” 


Origins of boxing in RP 


CHRISTIAN BAUTISTA SLIPPED WHILE SING- 
ing the National Anthem before a boxing match 
recently. He didn't slip on the notes, he did on the 
words and show-biz news made a big thing out of 
it. 

Last Sunday, during the unveiling of a histori- 
cal marker commemorating the birth centennial 
of National Scientist Dr. Geminiano Т. Ocampo, 
the person in charge of the anthem also missed its 
last part, I let it pass because of the personis age; 
besides I was distracted while singing because Dr. 
Ocampo (no relation) was being hailed as the 
"Father of Philippine Ophthalmology" a tide 
‘which I felt should rightfully belong to Jose Rizal. 
Asa matter of fact, Dr. Ocampo was an admirer of 
Rizal and one of his prized possessions was the 
set of ophthalmic tools that were once used and 
owned by Rizal. Few people saw the irony in the 
fact that the “Father of Philippine Ophthalmolo- 
gy” was serenaded with musical numbers by а 
rondalla composed of blind men. 

While I'm glad that Bautista's gaffe led media 
to direct its attention to the National Anthem, 
‘most of the usual commentaries on radio and TV 
were knee-jerk reactions. While it is true that we 
should know the anthem by heart (or in the 
head), those who jumped on Bautista should ac- 
cept an honest mistake when they see one, Why 
demand an apology from Bautista when itis fairly 
obvious that he would not have sung the anthem 
wrong on purpose? No normal Filipino will inten- 
tionally dishonor the flag or anthem. These 
things happen and should be excused. 

At best a mistake can be used constructively. 
Wouldnt it be useful for commentators to use the 
Bautista gaffe as an introduction to a discussion on 
how the anthem should be sung and why? Nobody 
seems to mind when artists take liberties with the 
anthem, either singing it slow as “Ama Namin” or 
changing the tune, pitch and emphasis in certain 
parts, Instead of harping on a mistake, the same 
could be used to educate viewers and listeners. 

' ` 


Back 
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Early morning TV and radio use up a lot of energy 
that unfortunately generates more heat than light. 

Most gatherings and programs today start with 
an invocation and the singing of the anthem. I 
don't know what has happened to simple and di- 
rect prayer, but more and more programs start 
with the song "A Prayer,” which is too long and 
does not inspire listeners to prayer. 

‘Then we have the anthem played in movie the- 
aters during what is still known ae the “last full 
show." Do movie theaters screen partial shows? 
Should we sing the anthem in theaters and box- 
ing matches? Do we ask ourselves why we do 
things the way we do? 

Before readers get bored with yet another col- 
umn on the flag and anthem, let me share the loot 
from an afternoon in the library. Going through 
the periodicals section, I stopped somewhere 
near the academic journals and found an article 
by Anne R. Tapp, "Mecca of Oriental Pugdom: 
Philippine Boxing 1898-1921.” 

You can never tell what academics will study 
next—everything from political trends to leg- 
gling among Filipino males. I remember being 
very smug about my own esoteric field— 
Rizal—until my supervisor gave me humbling ad- 
vice. He said, “You should never presume to think 
you know everything about your topic, because 
there will always be an obscure German academ- 
ic who has written an article about your subject 
long before you were born." 

In the age of Manny Pacquiao one would think 
that we can easily find a history of boxing in the 

' ' 


Philippines, only to realize that what we have is a 
short but fascinating overview that not only 
traces the origins of boxing in the Philippines but 
also situates the sport within the “civilizing” mis- 
sion of the United States in the Philippines. It 
teases out the relationship between sports and so- 
ciety, showing how the Americans unsuccessfully 
introduced baseball to substitute for the Filipino 
fondness for cockfighting. 

Baseball was not like basketball which has 
since become our national sport. Boxing was like 
Cockfighting, except that you had two men rather 
than birds fighting in a ring. More fascinating was 
the fact that there were Filipino-American match- 
es that emphasized racial tension and settled 
these in the boxing ring. 

One of my prized American-period postcards 
shows a boxing match in Laguna between two 
midgets in diapers being held apart by an Ameri- 
can referee. At first glance, the postcard is odd and 
quite funny, but if you go beyond boxing as a sport 
and place it in the context of the US civilizing mis- 
sion in the Philippines, there is something deeper 
than this eccentric postcard. Boxing was intro- 
duced for sport and finess, but in practice it 
spawned gambling so that the Philippine Commis- 
sion in 1902 enacted Act 557 that sought to curb 
the ills that came with cockfighting and boxing. 

In the Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act of 1909 we had 
free trade between the United States and the 
Philippines and nobody, except Tapp, noticed that 
a decade after this was passed, the Philippines be- 
came the largest foreign purchaser of American 
sporting equipment. Nobody seems to remember 
Palomar Park established in 1909 in Tondo, Mani- 
la that had, among merry-go-rounds and other 
forms of amusement, boxing matches run by the 
Trozo Boxing Club. 

‘There is so much obscure information to be 
found and so few researchers in libraries. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


NA. 
Joys of language 


MY PARENTS' GENERATION HAD TO TAKE 24 UNITS OF 
Spanish in college. My generation, now in mid-life, had to 
take 12 units. Eventually, the requirement was completely 
abolished. 

Today, some universities require Spanish for specific ma- 
jors, usually history. Other courses will have a foreign lan- 
guage requirement, but leave students to choose what they 
want to take. Some 
courses have no for- 
eign language re- 
quirement at all, and 
this is where there 
are debates. Should 
же still require some 
exposure to foreign 
languages? 

During our last 
University Council meeting at UP the College of Mass Com- 
munication proposed abolishing the foreign language require- 
ment for film majors. Dr. Sergio Cao, the UP Diliman chancel- 
lor, expressed reservations and asked why they wanted to 
abolish the requirement. The Mass Com faculty said that a few 
units of a foreign language would not produce proficiency 
anyway. Happily, the foreign language requirement was re- 
tained as faculty members agreed that the aim of a foreign 
language requirement wasn't mastery in the first place. 

T couldn't agree more. I'm going to explain how exposure 
to foreign languages helps us not only to deal with globaliza- 
tion but to better appreciate our own national languages. 

"Ultimo Adios’ 

1 grew up in a multilingual environment, with English, 
Minnan Chinese, Mandarin and Filipino used at home and in 
school. In college, I took the 12 units of Spanish, plus 3 units 
of German. (Since I was a biology major, my advisor thought 
German would be useful.) After college, working with non- 
government organizations, I went through a three-month 
crash course in French with Odille Malay before being 
shipped out to France for a fund-raising campaign. 

I never really mastered Spanish, German or French, but I 
did learn enough to get by. Ironically, it was the informal 
course in French that proved most useful, because Odille 
used an immersion approach, forcing our small class to 
speak init, using very practical simulated experiences. 

‘The formal classes in Spanish were, sadly, not too useful 
because it was mainly memory work, conjugating verbs and 
memorizing Rizal's "Mi Ultimo Adios" without really under- 
standing, much less appreciating, the words. 

Later in college, I rediscovered Spanish in the prose and 
poetry of Latin American writers, and in the songs of revolu- 
tionary Latin American music. Oh, if only Spanish had been 
taught to us in classes using contemporary examples. T 
would have argued, at that University Council meeting, that 
a film major would gain the most from an Almodovar film 
not just by watching but by listening to the original Spanish 
soundtrack. Sure, subtitles help, but it still different hear- 
ing the Spanish script. 

In linguistics, we have a term, “prosody,” to refer to the study 
of the rhythms of languages. Appreciating languages like we d 
with music helps us to become more appreciative of cultural di- 
versity. Г always shocked by how parochial we Filipinos can 
be, making fun of other people's languages. (Oh, but we ethnic 
Chinese really get offended when people go ching-chong-ching- 
chang cho"—we consider that a form of racism.) We live in a re- 
gion dominated by tonal languages like Chinese, Thai, Viet- 
namese, and we should learn to savor their musicality. There 
are in fact studies suggesting that young children who grow up 
learning Chinese actually become better with music, the lan- 
guage's tones giving them that "ear" for music. 

Families 

My bookshelves at home are filled with phrase books from 
all kinds of languages because I find it useful to pick up basic 
‘words whenever I have to visit a new country. It's fairly easy 
for me to "slide" into new languages because I've been ex 
posed, even minimally, to so many linguistic "families." Ba- 
hasa Indonesia is a breeze because it belongs to the same 
family as Philippine languages. In Japan, I can make my way 
looking at Kanji street signs—Kanji meaning "Chinese 
words", many of which were incorporated into Japan. When 
I studied in the Netherlands, 1 could read, albeit slowly, 
Dutch newspapers because of English—and the three units 
of college German. Once in Brazil, I signed up for a local tour 
group because they had run out of slots for the English guide 
I never regretted it: the Portuguese-speaking guide had all 
these litte stories to tell which you didn't get in the English 
group. I never took Portuguese lessons but yes, the 12 units 
of college Spanish and Oaille's French classes helped 

‘You might not master a language with three units, but at 
least you can aim to get the phonetics, the sounds, right. The 
other night I was listening to an American missionary on an 
AM radio station and | felt so sad for him. His grammar was 
perfect, but he mangled every vowel and consonant in Fil 
ipino. (Example: "Ang te-oh ay ma-kha-sa-le-nen” to mean 
“People are sinful.”) It's not surprising, given that Americans 
rarely bother learning another language while in school, sc. 
when they do venture into a foreign language, they find й 
very difficult to pick up the sounds, 

Our edge in the world job market isn't just because of our 
English but also our multilingual exposure, which makes it 
‘easy for us to pick up new languages. I once met a Chinese 
Filipino who grew up in Antique and learned to speak Kini 
raya, Ilonggo, Tagalog, English, Hokkien and Mandarin. For 
eign languages were a breeze in college for him and he's now 
winning the world with his linguistic charm. Let's face it, thr 
best way to bridge different cultures is to offer to learn eac! 
other's languages. Sometimes, even with a tiny vocabulary. 
just getting the phonetics right makes you special. 

As we learn more languages, we see, too, how people deal 
with their own languages. We learn how much they love 
their native tongue, even as they retain an openness to pick 
ing up words, and languages, from the world. You'll find that 
multilingual people are more adventurous as well as more 
tolerant of diversity. The Dutch are an excellent example. 

Тез start then with ouf own linguistic backyards. At UP's 
College of Arts and Letters, the Department of Filipino has а 
course "Suroy Suroy sa Wika, Panitikan at Kultura” offering а 
“tour” of Philippine languages, literature and culture. I сап 
tell you, it may as well be a class in music. Our language: 
‘may not be tonal, but they have their own kind of infectious 
musical quality. Whenever I return from a trip to Iloilo, I find 
myself speaking Tagalog, English and even Chinese with an 
Tlonggo lilt! 

If you have kids at home, I'd suggest you pick up Aklat 
Adarna’s "Hale, Hale, Hoy" where you can learn to count in 
Gaddang and Bicolano, unravel Tausug, Waray and Manobo 
riddles and sing out in dozens of Philippine languages. Fil- 
ipino translations are provided whenever Tagalog is not 
used, but recruit your non-Tagalog friends to help get the 
words right and to tune your children's ears to the wonders 
of languages. 

Hale, hale, hoy! Let's gol 
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A new ‘miracle’ in Subic, with Palace intervention 


IT WASNT LONG AGO WHEN SUBIC 
showcased the best inthe Filipino. 

Just as the world watched aghast how 
Clark Air Base was stripped down to the 
last toilet bowl by looters shortly after 
the Americans abandoned it, the world 
ater stood in awe and admiration of the 
zealousness of the "Olongapo volun- 
teers" in safeguarding the billion-dollar 
facilities left behind by the US Navy in 
Subic. 

Мо looting took place in all the areas 
guarded by them. The only looting there 
was in the Subic Command building 


which served as headquarters of a mili- 
tary contingent. 

The Subic Bay Freeport was founded 
on the honesty, sacrifice and selfless dedi- 
cation of Olongapo residents who, de- 
spite a seemingly bleak future without the 
Americans, remained steadfast and ac- 
complished the “Subic Miracle.” 

Now, by a twist of fate, Subic is again in 
center stage because of another “mira- 
cle" This time, of the despicable kind. 
Once famous for having strict rules and 
regulations (gate passes for entry, pur- 
chase cards for buying PX goods, stiff traf- 


Panasonic 
ideas for life 


The Ideal Fusion of Ease and Design 


fic policy), Subic is now notorious for the 
"miracle" of smuggled goods, luxury vehi- 
cles and oil fuel. A smuggling hotbed. 
What happened? 

Under Republic Act 7227, the Subic 
Freeport supposedly enjoys autonomy 
from the national government. As the 
first-ever free port in the country, it has its 
own governing rules and its own tight se- 
curity policy carried over from the time it. 
маз still a US naval base. 

During her presidency, Cory Aquino 
hardly meddled in the affairs of Subic. 
Neither did Fidel Ramos, who threw his 


“PARTNER KO, | 


full support behind the leadership of the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority then. 
Smuggling might have reared its ugly 
head during that time, but it is safe to 
say that it was only “on a small, manage- 
able scale.” 

But when President Joseph Estrada 
came to power, Malacañang started to ex) 
ercise dominion over Subic and this was 
when large-scale smuggling started. The 
problem worsened when Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and the First Gentleman 
Spread their tentacles all over Subic. 

Yes, the problem in Subic is Mala- 
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cafiang. Its ten- 

ants should keep 7 
their hands off the free 
port. And they should get their dirty, re- 
tired generals out of there. 

Yes, Malacafiang should let competent, 
apolitical executives manage the Subic 
Bay Metropolitan Authority, and smug- 
gling will be minimized if not totally 
curbed. It is not too late to save and pur- 
sue the promise of Subic. 

—EMILIO TRINIDAD, 
85 Rizal Ave., 
West Tapinac, Olongapo City 
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Repairs: A tale of (politicians from) two countries 


ALAGA KO 
On June 30, 
INQUIRER and 
UNILAB con- 
cluded its third 
medical mis- 
slons aimed at 
uplifting the lives 
of its valued 
partners, the 
newsboys. 
Shown in the 
photo is Dr. Loli 
Aleta, one of the 
volunteer 
doctors, check- 
ing upa 
newsboy while 
the others await 
their turn. This 
mission covered 
over 150 news- 
boys and their 
families. 
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LAST AUG. 6, АТ А BRIDGE ACROSS THE 
‘Thames River near the London Eye, the 
world’s largest observation wheel, I noticed a 
sign that read “The Mayor of London apolo- 
gizes to the public for the inconvenience that 
might be caused during the repair and repai 
ing of this bridge.” The mayor is characteris 
cally different from the Filipino politician. 

If that repair job were in the Philippines, a big 
billboard, with the name and picture ofthe politi 
Чап, would be displayed with words to the effect 
that the improvement was made possible because 
of his or her efforts, almost giving the impression 
that the funds came from his or her pocket. 

Just before the death anniversary of 
Princess Diana and her boyfriend Dodi Fayed, 
the press came out with a story that a planned 
accident had caused their death. In the United 
States, speculation persists that it was that 
country’s invisible government that snuffed 
ош the life of their first Catholic president. In 
the Philippines, we had Ninoy Aquino dying оп 
the tarmac of the international airport. 1 am 
now convinced that people living in different 
parts of the globe, regardless of the color of 
their skin or the length of their noses, are de- 


Bottom line in ‘open skie 


IT SEEMS THAT NEAL H. CRUZ 
does not see the complete picture 
of “unfair competition in ‘open 
skies.” (Inquirer, 8/10/07) Per- 
haps unwittingly, he is parroting 
Philippine Airlines’ oft-repeated 
contention against releasing us, 
the riding public, from its monop- 
olistic stranglehold of the Philip- 


pine skies. 


PALSs standard cry is that it faces 
“unfair competition” from foreign 
airlines, especially those receiving 
state or government support in 
the form of loans, subsidies, etc. 
Bur what it does not tell Cruz and 
the public is that PAL itself re- 
ceives state support in the form of 
tax-free gasoline and other perks. 
For instance, PAL gained exclusive 
use of the Naia 2 terminal without 
spending a single centavo for its 


scendants of Cain and Abel. 

When Malacafiang had a Waray-Waray occu- 
pant, cemented roads from Apani to Jolo were 
constructed. Almost all towns got electricity 
where before only big towns and cities had them. 
Beautiful parks mushroomed all over the country. 
Then we got the Philippine International Conven- 
tion Center, Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
Lung Center, Kidney Center, Children's Hospital, 
etc. The mothballed nuclear facility might, after 
ай, be made to produce electricity. Ато these 
touches of genius inspired by bahalina? 

Allow me to thank Conrado de Quiros for his. 
July 30 column which I first read on the Inter- 
net while I was in the United Kingdom. My fa- 
vorite watch is Rado. Now my favorite colum- 
nist is Conrado. Aside from Belinda Olivares- 
Cunanan, of course. Should De Quiros be here 
їп Calubian on Oct. 7, the feast day of St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus, bahalina will be our 
drink with adobo nga barinday and kinilao nga 
pasayan as sumsuman. 

Let us make bahalina the national drink. 
Again my modest proposal. 

—ANTERO JUNIA JR., 
Calubian, Leyte 6534 


Choice 


so-called “code-sharing scheme.” 
Without flying additional planes, 
PAL earns through huge commis- 
sions. And prices of airfares re- 
main as exorbitant as ever. The 
sad fact is that the routes (e.g. 
Doha and Dubai) are the ones fre- 
quented by our overseas workers, 
who bear the brunt of costly fares; 
they are made to think, though, 
that they fly PAL when in reality 
they are using other airlines. 
"Open skies" is indeed a compli- 
cated issue. The solution is not 
Just to subsidize PAL, which the 
government is already doing. The 
bottom line for the riding public, 
especially our overseas workers, is 
greater accessibility or wider 
choices of airlines with the best 
services at affordable prices. Let 
us give the consumer more choic- 


construction. The rest of its com- es. 


petitors have to cram into the old 


Naia 1 terminal. 


Besides, PAL is making money 
by just simply renting its seat allo- 
cation to competing airlines in the 


can do to RP" 


of the world. 


ethic (as well a 


08/03/07) is nonsense. Assuming 
that my estimate of Islam's pre- 
ceding Christianity in the Philip- 
pines is off by over 250 years, still 
the proposition that Ferdinand 
Magellan's landing in the Philip- 
pines in 1521 brought Christianity 
into the Philippines is wrong. 
Magellan stayed for a few days on- 
ly in Limasawa Island and then in 
Cebu, where he and most of his 
followers were killed by Muslim 
warriors led by Lapu-lapu. The 
mission of Magellan's expedition 
was to search for spices in this part 


—ARNELE DE GUZMAN, 
managing director, 

Pacific Resource Institute for 
Migrant Empowerment (PRIME), 
arneldg2000@yahoo.com 


RP was not ‘Christianized’ in 1521 


THE COMMENT OF BENITO 
Legarda Jr. (Inquirer, 8/13/07) to 
my reaction titled “What Isiam 


Christianity was established in 
this country only after the arrival 
of the succeeding Spanish expedi- 
tionary forces (the first led by 
Legazpi in the 16th century) and 
the Spanish Jesuits, and the next 
two in the 17th and 18th centuries. 
by the conquistadores through 
tyranny. 

The Filipinos in Luzon and the 
Visayas fought valiantly against 
the Spanish oppressors but, after 
many years of fighting, they suc- 
cumbed to the Spanish mission 
here in the Philippines. It was only 
the Muslims (Moros) in Mindanao 
who repelled those foreign in- 
«vaders. 


Inquirer, 


—IBRAHIM М. DIANALAN, 
Cebu City 


RHC ethic being sneaked in via LGUs 


TDLIKE TO THANK CHRISTIAN V. 
Esguerra for his front-page story 
on Kapatiran's John Carlos de los 
Reyes. (INQumen, 8/12/07) Reyes 
Ваз embarked on an exceedingly 
brave and lonely battle that bears 
close watching in Olongapo City. 
It would appear, from his opening 
salvo, that he is more than just an- 
other Don Quixote. He has taken 
оп formidable opponents, among 
them the proponents of the Repro- 
ductive Health Code (RHC) which 
carries with it the language and 
tent?) that ac- 
cept abortion as a human right. 
Funding for USAID's deadly 
buffet of donated condoms, pills 
and devices (many of which are 
abortifacient) is trickling dry, and 
population control proponents 
would have this program financed 
by taxpayers at the local level. 


Having failed to breach the strong 
lobby of the Catholic Church in 
Congress, RHC proponents are 
now working to sneak in the pro- 
gram by the back door, via local 
governments, 

The battle lines have moved 
from the Batasan to the provincial 
boards and city councils. We all 
need to be vigilant, and when we 
find champions like De los Reyes, 
let us be generous with our sup- 
port. We need more Kapatiran 
public servants who (to para- 
phrase John Е Kennedy) ask not 
‘what their constituents can do for 
them but what they can do for 
their constituents. May their tribe. 
increase, and may they stay the 
course. 

—MA ESQUIVEL, 
Vienna Street, 
Merville Park, Parañaque City 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the 
treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to 
the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvo- 
cate@ inquirer.com.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their 
complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 
letter unless such information is supplied. 
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MILF members leave camp for Ramadan 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—MORO ISLAMIC LIBERATION fasting month) celebration,” Al. “(But) ме don't have the ap- Тһе Ramadan is expected to autonomous region. 

5 T -. ihtold the Inquirer on Monday. _proval or go-signal from the mil- end in the first week of October. The Moro National Libera- 
Front (MILF) forces in Basilan have returned to their Alih said after the Ramadan, itary to allow the return of the Peace talks between the gov- tion Front had entered into'a 
homes to spend the Ramadan with their families, a MILF forces are ready to be sta- evacuees, we are still waiting for ernment and the gue illas are peace agreement with the gov- 
i ee tioned to their camps againshould their official order," hesaid. stalled on issues of territory., ernment in September 1996, 
ranking rebel official said. ponar uimaan araea этан Не said it was difficult forthe President Macapagal-Arroyo but its leaders said the pact has 
Earlier, the MILF ordered its their forces to theirhomeswasco- “Provided we were properly evacuees, numbering about had dangled ancestral domain ti- barely been enforced, accusing 
men in Basilan, “numbering ordinated with the military informed prior of any military 2,700 families, to spend the Ra- es for the guerrillas to accept government of various viola- 

about 500," to converge in their — "We,fromthelocaljointmon- offensive. In 20 minutes, ме madan in the houses of their government terms in a peace tions and continuing neglect. 
camps to avoid clashes with sol- itoring team, initiated talks and could easily regroup and give friends or relatives. agreement that would require а Foreign donor countries have 
diers hunting down suspects in coordination with military offi- way to soldiers for the hunt — “Iamjusthoping that the mili- plebiscite for the creation of an expressed interest in pursuing 
the July 10 beheading of 10 cials to allow our forces to per- against the Abu Sayyaf," he said, tary will immediately grant the autonomous region that has an the talks, saying they were 
Marines in Albarka town, form their religious obligations. Basilan Сох Jum Jainuddin approval as we are going tomeet area bigger than theexisting one. ready to pour in investments in 
Sattar Alih, MILF representative We asked them to allow us one Akbar said he wished that dis- within this weekso that theevac- Ви the MILF said a plebiscite Mindanao should there be a fi- 
to the local joint monitoring com- month of fasting and almost placed families could also reum  uees could observe Ramadan in should not be part of the condi паї peace agreement. Julie Ali- 
mittee in Basilan, said the rerum of week of Hariraya (end of the to their villages forthe Ramadan. their homes,” Akbar said, tions for the expansion of the pala, Inquirer Mindanao | 


Seize stray BULACAN AREAS IN DIRTY LIST -An Invitation To A Piprinoge. i 
dogs, execs Pollution report hurts execs IN THE STEPS OF ST.PAUL , 


told in bid WITH л MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE Тие х Greece) і 
vi MARILAO, BULACAN—OFFI- lao'swaterways. in Barangay Bagong Silang near 
to stop rabies саз here said they were dis. "The report was drastic. The their town caused the pollution 1 
mayed that the town wasinclud- condition of the Tullahan River of their river. 
i. edinthelistof30 most polluted їп Valenzuela is worse and they 
ВЕ ааыа places in the developing world did not report that. We are sad No control з prs 
ordered village officials to drawn up by the New York- and angry about it. I am ready “During high tide. these FR. DOMIE GUZMAN. S.S.P. 
seize stray dogs in an effort = — » to resign — ifany pm beue кени Ped to the Pilgrimage Chaplain 
x Mayor Epifanio Guillermosoid ог group would succeed in river. What can we do? How can 
topreventthe spread ота ities based in nearby Мето cleaning our river," hesaid. we control that,” he said. С EXECUTIVE RESOURCES, INC. 
Mayor Roberto de Guz- Manila and garbage thrown by Ви Guillermo said he wasal- Соу. Joselito Mendoza said THE CENTER for PILGRIMAGES since 1984 
man said the stray dogs esidents of the metropolis con- so thankful that the report was they were aware of the problem ‘ower Lobby, Century Pore ote, . compo э, Male, Manila 
would be impounded and tibuted othedegradation ofthe publicized because it would and were seeking a US govern- Сой enie, Merl or Amon © Tel. Nos. $23-8581-88 
owners: would be given riVersofthistownandthenearby serve as a wake-up call for resi- ment aid to fund the rehabilita- Fox: саса * Email. pilgrimage@execres.com ph 
two days to claim their СКУ of Meycauayan. dents and officials here. tion of the river system of Mari- йе. www. execuliverescurces.com.ph 
pets or these would be  _illemocited acaseofchemi- Не said Caloocan’s waste laoand Meycauayan. Carmela 
killed. cal waste dumping bya Valenzuela dumped in an area alongariver Reyes, Inquirer Central Luzon 
Earlier Bauang officials City-based firm into an irrigation 
declared the town under a canal here in December last year 
state of calamity after 95 — pj 
peut eared be Wr uL) 
infected with rabies. Three ieee th ee Rete ee 
persons have died since е only areas in Southeast Asia F 
January this year: included in the “Dirty 30” list. On small budget 
The town has an ordi- Tn its report, "The World's Worst La iD E СА 
nance preventing dogs to Polluted Places" the Blacksmith g 
‘stray. It penalizes erring [nstitute said industrial waste is j E 
dog owners P1,000. “haphazardly dumped into the 8 Xj 
De Guzman, in а phone Marilao, Meycauayan, and Oban- 
interview, said the ordi- 40 River system, a source of drink 
nance would bestrictlyim- 78 and agricultural water supplies 
plemented because rabies Юг the 250,000 people living in 
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parts of the Sierra Madre mountain range. 

Jayson Ibañez, coordinator of the РЕР field 
research program, said the survey would cover 
the forests of Norzagaray and Dofia Remedios 
‘Trinidad towns and San Jose del Monte City. 

Ibafiez said they wanted to validate re- 
ports of residents in these areas and mem- 
bers of the Dumagat tribe living in forests 
that they saw Philippine eagles within the 
Angat Watershed Reservation Area. 

He said some accounts also showed that 
eagles have been captured there. 

“But the only way to be sure is to go 
there, search for them. We want to be cer- 
tain that they actually live there and they 
were not just passing by. We want to find ` | 
their nesting areas," Ibañez said. тэзаў 
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50 container vans of smugeled sugar seized 


Coscolluela said the customs 
bureau would require the win- 
ning bidder to sell the sugar in 
the world market, to prevent 
their entry into the local market 
and a decline in local prices of 
sugar. 

Coscolluela said that Cus- 
toms Commissioner Napoleon 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—THE BUREAU 
of Customs will auction off 50 
container vans of seized smug- 
gled sugar, said Sugar Regulato- 
ty Administration (SRA) admin- 
istrator Rafael Coscolluela. 
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Morales informed the SRA that 
each of the 50 container vans 
has an average of 500 bags. 

With sugar selling at about 
P450 per 50-kilogram bag in 
the world market, the value of 
sugar up for auction is estimat- 
ed at P11.5 million, he said. 

“If this seized sugar were to 


The Bureau of Customs will 
hold the auction in the presence 
ofthe SRA, he said. 

Coscolluela said he discussed 
with Morales the concern of the 
sugar industry over the smug- 
gling of sugar. 

In turn, Morales agreed to 
deputize the SRA administrator 


enter the domestic market, it 
would directly displace the do- 
mestic refined sugar,” Coscol- 
luela said 

The 50 container vans that 
were abandoned in the Port of 
Manila came in from Taiwan 
but the sugar came from Thai- 
land, he added. 
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and his designated representa- 
tives as customs agents in moni- 
toring the ports of entry of 
smuggled sugar, 

To be monitored heavily were 
the container ports in Manila, 
Subic, Cebu and Davao, he said. 

“We would like to put in place 
a monitoring team that will 


make sure that we 
can stop misde- 
clared sugar 
brought in through 
containers,” Coscol- 
luela said, 

However, he cited 
the need for funding 
to support the sugar. 
anti-smuggling task 
group. 

Coscolluela said 
he would discuss this. 
with members of the 
Philippine Sugar Al- 
liance, which is com- 
posed of sugar 
planters and traders. 

"We have a meet- 
ing this week and 
we'll see what we 
can come up with as 
far as logistical and 
personnel require- 
ments are con- 
cerned,” he said. 

The entry of 
smuggled sugar ap- 
peared to be the rea- 
son there has been a 
continuing drop in 
withdrawals of local 
refined sugar for the 
past four years, 
Coscolluela said. 

He said the smug- 
gled sugar would be 
hidden in container 
vans that have other. 
cargo, such as elec- 
tronic products and 
parts from Taiwan. 

Coscolluela also 
moted that there 
could be possible 
“collusion” but he 
did not name those 
involved in it. 


Growth and transformation continue to define us on our 35th year as a listed company. 
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Nanay Rosa’s 
patriotic night 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


smiling businessman Oscar 

Pacis said at the conclusion of 
the concert marking the birth cen- 
tenary of one of the University of 
Baguio's (UB) founders, the late 
Rosa Castillo Bautista, at the 
Baguio Country Club on Sept. 2. 


Jerry Dadap, com- 
poser, arranger and 
conductor of Andres 
Bonifacio Choir, had 
just led the audience 
and the combined vo- 
cal strength of his group and the UB Voices 
Chorale in a rousing rendition in the ball- 
room of Constantino de Guzman's “1 
Ko" and Francisco Santiago's 
Kong Mahal." 

‘While the 20-plus choral numbers were 
sung, images of and text about the woman 
the community called Nanay Rosa were 
flashed onscreen. 

Originally from Pateros (then part of 
Rizal), Bautista, a Philippine Normal 
School graduate, married her gangmate 
Fernando in 1938 and settled with their 
small family in Baguio before the war broke 
out. 

When the rubble of war was cleared, 
they put up the UB's forerunner, Baguio 
Tech and Commercial Institute, starting out 
with just eight typewriters. 

Her cousin Rosario Castillo Raymundo, 
former UB home economics dean, recalled 
that Nanay Rosa's favorite expression when 
she chanced upon dust in a classroom was: 
"ls that your standard for cleanliness?" 

Raymundo said the older woman was al- 
so prone to express her dismay over teach- 
ers who did not use their heads. She would 
say, “If there was only a medicine that 
would give a person common sense, I 
would buy it no matter what the cost and I 
would give it free to teachers who lack it." 

She could not abide with the answer “I 
don't know.” Raymundo said that to say so 
meant to Nanay that “the person did not 
care about anything at all. 

‘And yet she was the court of last recourse 
for many a UB teacher and employee. Ac- 
cording to the souvenir distributed during 
the program, people borrowed money from 
her, a practice that became popular in the 
university, but as treasurer, she did not col- 
lect any interest. 

In her last years, she inscribed in her last 
will and testament: “To make up for the sins 
of my youth and the sins of omission of my 
later years, 1 wish that P100,000 of my in- 
heritance be used to pay for Masses singly 
said for me immediately upon my death. 

She asked her son Gil, who went on to 
become UB president, to carry out her wish. 
She died in 1987 with her head on her hus- 
band’s chest. 
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Elusive Cordillera autonomy 


By Maurice Malanes 
La Trinidad, Benguet 


HEY DID NOT BEAT GONGS 

| and dance the tadek on Sept. 

13 when they commemorat- 

ed the 21st anniversary of the first. 

peace agreement in the country 

signed between an armed group 

and the government under then 
President Corazon Aquino. 


Instead, surviving leaders and members of 
the Cordillera Peoples Liberation Army 
(CPLA) and the Cordillera Bodong Adminis- 
tration (СВА) sat down with government offi- 
cials in a “peace and development forum” and 
reflected on the ultimate aim of what is now 
known as the Mt. Data Peace Accord of 1986. 

‘That aim was regional autonomy. Al- 
though it remains a dream, it has become the 
cause of those who pushed for the accord. 

They still consider autonomy or self-rule, 
especially in terms of managing and using 
the region's land and resources, as the path 
to peace and development that can check a 
long history of neglect. 

That dream was the desire of the late CPLA 
chief, Fr. Conrado Balweg, and of his follow- 
ers when they forged the pact with Aqui 

‘At that time, the Aquino administration, 
which promised “democratic space” after 
strongman Ferdinand Marcos was ousted in 
acivilian-backed military revolt in February 
1986, provided an auspicious opportunity 
for peace making. 


Talking peace 

During the signing of the accord in Mt. 
Data in Bauko, Mt. Province, “we, in а way, 
taught the national government how to talk 
peace, Gabino Ganggangan, СВА secre- 
tary general, told the well-attended forum 
in La Trinidad, Benguet. 

“Former President Fidel Ramos himself 
acknowledged that the government 
learned a lot from the Cordillera's peace 
initiative," said Ganggangan. 

Unlike other armed groups, the CPLA im- 
mediately made peace with the govern- 
ment after it was formed in 1986, when its 
pioneers led by Balweg broke up with com- 
rades in the New People's Army due to po- 
litical and ideological differences. 

"To set the record straight, those of us 
who joined the NPA [during Marcos' mar- 
tial law regime] did not fight for commu- 
nism. We fought mainly for our ancestral 
lands and resources," Ganggangan said. 

He cited how under Marcos, wide swaths of 
forest and rice lands in Abra, Mt. Province, 
Kalinga and Apayao were threatened by Cel- 
Jophil Resources Corp., a paper mill owned by 
а Marcos стопу and by the planned series of 
‘World Bank-funded dams in the Chico River. 

Through Marcos’ regionalization law in 
1972, the provinces of what is now the 
Cordillera were politically divided. Benguet, 
Mt. Province and Abra became part of Region 
1 (locos) and Ifugao, Kalinga and Apayao 
belonged to Region 2 (Cagayan Valley). 
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This setup, according to Ganggangan, 
was aimed аг “dismembering” the 
Cordillera, which was regarded as a vital 
resource base for the national government. 

After the separation of the provinces, 
Marcos controversial development pro- 
grams followed and pushed the likes of Bal- 
weg to join the NPA. 

The division of the Cordillera and Mar- 
cos "development" programs led to the 
"one region, one people" battle cry of Bal- 
weg and other Igorot activists. 

"This battle cry was the seed of what is 
now called Kaigorotan consciousness and 
the dream for regional autonomy,” said 
Ganggangan. 

The desire soon found its way into the 
peace agreement that Balweg signed with 
Aquino. To fulfill her pledge to give flesh to 
the accord, Aquino signed Executive Order 
No. 220 on July 15, 1987, which gave birth 
to the Cordillera Administrative Region. 

The CAR was established in preparation 


for its autonomous status. Unfortunately, 
the Cordillera electorate rejected two pro- 
posed autonomy laws in two plebiscites—on 
Jan. 30, 1990 and on March 7, 1998. 

But advocates, including Balweg’s fol- 
lowers and those in government, maintain 
that the rejection of the proposed laws did 
notmean the death of autonomy itself. 

Juan Ngalob, National Economic and De 
velopment Authority regional director, ci 
ed lack of information—if not misinforma- 
tion—for the losses. 

Kabayan (Benguet) Mayor Ernesto 
Matuday, who joined the peace and devel- 
opment forum in Baguio City, agreed. 

During the past campaigns before the 
plebiscites, "I heard that some people came 
over to my town and butchered a pig but 
they never informed us about the benefits 
of regional autonomy,” said Matuday. 

“Another reason [for the rejection] was 
public distrust of some politicians who 
were already positioning themselves if the 
autonomous region was created,” said Nga- 
lob, chair of the Regional Development 
Council (RDC) which is now preparing the 
ground for another campaign. 

Actually just a few steps away, autonomy 
can still be achieved through а “more scien- 
tific approach," Ngalob said. 

He cited a tedious poll survey which the 
RDC would undertake to determine the 
reasons the electorates had voted against 
autonomy. Campaign materials will be pre- 
pared based on the survey results, he said. 

“Let us take our steps slowly but surely" 
said Ngalob. "If the people of Quebec (in 
Canada) are still not giving up hope in their 
cause for independence (which began shortly 
after World War II), why should we easily give 
up our dream for autonomy after 21 years?" 
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JDV Ш very much JDV son; set to marry Dec. 


From page Al 


of adulation for the Chief Execu- 
tive? 

Joey, looking smart in a business 
suit, smiled and said he might try 
“madam President” instead. 


MBA іп finance 

De Venecia Ш, who is separated 
from his first wife and has a 15-year- 
old son, has an accounting degree 
from the American University in Wash- 
ington. He later earned an MBA in fi- 
nance at Fordham University in New 
York. 

He was an auditor for three years at 
Arthur Andersen & Co., one of the 
biggest accounting firms in the United 
States, before he returned to Manila 
and served as corporate finance con- 
sultant of its respected Philippine 
‘counterpart, SGV & Co. 

Joey is one of four children of 
Speaker De Venecia with his first wife 
Victoria Perez. His mother is the 
daughter of former Speaker Eugenio 
Perez, 

He's set to marry in December. 

The young De Venecia has at one 
time or other been drawn in the politi- 
cal wars his father had waged. 

During the Speaker's campaign for 
the presidency in 1998, the son's 


nications Commission in the bidding 
for cellular phone services. 

The businessman dismissed the 
charges as nothing more than a politi- 
cal smear campaign directed at his fa- 
ther. 

During yesterdays hearing, De 
Venecia Ш admitted a strain had devel- 
oped in his relationship with his father 
as a result of his revelations on the 
broadband deal. 

Asked by Sen. Jinggoy Estrada if he 
will change his position on the ZTE 
deal if the Palace allies in the House of 
Representatives oust the speaker. 


Independent of each other 

“My father and I are independent of 
each other,” said the young De Vene- 
ч: 

“But he is Speaker of the House. He 
is allied with the President. He is presi- 
dent of Lakas (the pro-administration 
coalition). 

“{f there is any movement against 
him, then I think that with all the 
help he has given to this administra- 
tion and if they try to unseat him 
then I think that's the worst thing 
that they could do to a man who has 
been loyal, who has been trying to 
follow his vision to improve the 
country. 

"T will not retract on any statement 
Туе made. I expect to be also invited in 


here,” said De Venecia Ш. 


‘He is his own man’ 

De Venecia begged off from giving 
interviews on yesterday's hearing, 
preferring that his son enjoy Andy 
Warhol's so-called 15 minutes of 
fame. 

Instead, the Speaker released a 
statement vouching for his son's “own 
moral principles.” 

“He is his own man, strong enough 
to stand up for them,” De Venecia said. 

He also said that it was incumbent 
upon both his son and the President's 
husband Jose Miguel Arroyo to be 
“transparent to our people” in the con- 
troversial contract. 

“My son appeared before the joint 
Senate hearings in his own right as a 
stockholder of Amsterdam Holdings 
Inc,, “De Venecia said in his one-page 
statement. 

"He has assured full responsibility 
before the joint committees for his ac- 
tions and revelations, which he provid- 
ed under oath,” he added. 

De Venecia said it will now be up to 
the Senate if his son, a major stock- 
holder of AHI that bid for the NBN 
contract, was telling the ¿ruth in rai 
ing the allegations against Mr Ar- 
royo. 

“The people have the right to know 


Multi-Media Telephony Inc. was ac- the truth, nothing less,” De Venecia 
сіѕей of receiving preferential treat- 


ment from the National Telecommu- 


the House for an investigation so I will ADMIRED and congratulated for his boldness, the young De Veneciaruesthathe ^ said. ` With a report from Cyril L. 
say the same thing there аз I said hashad co paya price for being forthcoming, including a “strained” relationship! Bonabente, Гасити Research 
with his father and namesake, Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 


GMXs House allies in disarray; kin to the defense 


From page Al in the coming days. the Senate President or the “We have no problem with “I hope they see that there is cision to come out and impli- 
sor said. "The congressmen are Negros Occidental Rep. Igna- Speaker up to the fourth degree фе Speaker" Iggy said, adding stilla much larger interest than саќе the First Gentleman. 
loyal to both the President and cio "Iggy" Arroyo, the Presi- of consanguinity should be in- that the family’s problem was the fortunes of the majority “I know he (Speaker) is not 
the Speaker.” dents brother-in-law, was simi- volved in a government pro- with Joey de Venecia. coalition,” Zamora told the In- behind this,” he said, “(but) I 
Testifying before the Senate larly guarded. “Let's just watch ject.” Iggy said the coalition lead- uiner. “Joey de Venecia's reve- hope he would enlighten his 
blue ribbon committee, De out for it,” he told the INQUIRER For a second reason, he said: ers should start discussing the lations are detailed ... and they son" 
Venecia, the Speakers son, in Filipino. “There is no contract. There have controversy because it was must be answered.” Garcia said he was wonder- 
named Arroyo as the “mystery But later, in a separate inter- been many budget hearings and starting to affect the adminis- Garcia said De Venecia'sreve- ing about the manner by 
man” who told him to back off view with the Inguiner in Ba- there was not even one mention tration. lations—along with the Sen- which the younger De Venecia 
the National Broadband Net- colod City, Iggy said: “Joey de [of allocations being made for  Healsosaid itpained the fami- ates revival of the “Hello Garci” had exposed alleged irregu- 
work (NBN) project that would Venecia has gone off his rocker. payment of the broadband net- ly to see the President’s husband controversy involving alleged larities in the NBN deal, cul- 
provide an Internet connection My brother is innocent." work deal]." again being portrayed in a bad  wiretapped conversations be- minating in the allegation 
to all government offices. (Sto- “It’s not true. It's not in my He said his father might not be light. tween former Election Commis- that the President's husband 
ry on this page.) brott "s character to threaten liable under the antigraft law be- Said Arroyos youngest child, sioner Virgilio Garcillano and hada role in it. 
ае Venecia's company, Ams- anyone. He's being made the cause De Venecia himself had said Camarines Sur Rep. Dato Arroyo: Ms Arroyo in the 2004 presi- "Не could have immediately 
tetdam Holdings Inc, had fall guyhere again. [don'tknow atthe Senate inquiry thatthe Pres- "The First Gentleman can defend dential election—should be mentioned the name,” he said, 
wanted to. implement the pro- whats with Joey de Venecia,” idents husband was never in- himself Personally, [don't believe seen in the context of the 2010 "but there was a buildup. It 
jett, but the Chinese firm, ZTE Iggy said. volved in the discussions for the the Speaker's son.” race to Malacañang. He did not seemed that he was trying to 
Corp., eventually bagged the He said his brother had never NBN projec. à elaborate. build excitement. Whether that. 
contract. met De Venecia on the А ‘Smells a plot’ Both Garcia and Villafuerte was part of the plan, I don't 
“1 don't know how it will af- NBN deal or any other matter, No problem with Speaker ^ im a statement, Sen. Miriam belong to the faction of Kampi know, the Kampi leader said. 
бст the political setup. don't He also said hisbrother wason Mikey Arroyo also said he did Defensor-Santiago said she that launched a failed bid to 
know if the father (Speaker vacation in Hong Kong and might not know if the supposed meeting “smells a plot” meant to bring deny Speaker De Venecia a Downplay 
Jose de Venecia) knows what proceed to the United States or at which both his father and De the scandal to the President fifth term at the start of the Davao Rep. Prospero No- 
the son is doing,” Garcia said. ^ Europe. Venecia were present had actually herself, and to create intrigue 14th Congress. grales, another Malacafiang ally 
A statement from the Speak- ^ "But he does not run away happened. between her and Speaker De belonging to the Speakers 
etis office said the charges had from a fight. When he comes "Ireallydon'tknow,"hesaid. Venecia. Speaker cleared camp, downplayed the allega- 
no effect on the stability of the Баск he will face his accusers,” “I don't know my father's deal- “The political noise has Among the Speaker's leading tion, citing young De Venecia's 
administration coalition in the Iggy said. ings and I am not his reachedveryhigh decibels. Pro- campaigners then was Interior account that Mike Arroyo had 


House or its “resolve” to enact The Presidents eldest child, spokesman." ducing that kind of noise is very Secretary Ronaldo Puno, chair threatened him into withdraw- 
priority measures identified in Pampanga Rep. Juan Miguel Не said his concern now was expensive. Sowhereisthemon- of Катрі. Iggy Arroyo, along ing his bid for the lucrative 
the Legislative-Executive Devel- "Mikey" Arroyo, said it was De  forhisfathershealhinthe wake еу coming from?" asked Santia- with his nephews Mikey and broadband project. 
opment Advisory Council. Venecia who could be principally of De Venecia’s testimony: “Heal- go, vice chair of the Senate fi- Dato, eventually threw their In his testimony, De Venecia. 
The elder De Venecia himself liable under the Anti-Graft and ready had a triple bypass. 'mnot nance committee. support behind the elder De said the First Gentleman had 
bégged off from further com- Corrupt Practices Act for bidding sure how this will affect him." CEF Venecia told him to "back off" while 
menting and wanted his son to опа government project despite Asked if De Venecia'stestimo- Minority view “Certainly, what the son is pointing a finger at him about 
bethe news, not him,” accord- his being the Speakers son. пу would affect the administra- However, House Minority doing is not doing any good to “two inches from his nose.” 
ing to one of his staff members. “I have no knowledge about tion coalition whichis anchored Floor Leader Ronaldo Zamora Malacafiang and to the __ “I took it to mean something 
(See story on Page A1.) this project for two things" on the alliance between Ms Ar- of San Juan said He hoped the friends of the President, Gar- like ‘do not rock the boat any- 
i Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Mikey said. royo and the Speaker, Mikey Ar- majority coalition would be po- cia said. more because it's already fin- 
lafuerte, Катрі president, ге. For one, he cited the law that royosaid: "No, Idon'tthinkso.” larized “in order for our interest — Iggy Arroyo said he wascon- ished,"Nogralessaid With a 
fised to comment. He said he says that "no relative of the Iggy said the Arroyos still forthetruth tocome out be bet- vinced that the Speaker “had report from Carla Gomes, In- 
would first await developments President, the Vice President, supported the Speaker. ter served." nothingtodo"withhisson'sde- quirer Visayas 
Brave kidney donor was afraid of needle 
From page Al He further joked: “Having your ] employers life at = never Gunay said he Ede for 
tooth pulled out is more painful." "i ;, having been in an accident. payment in return for his act 
nfy nearly back outofthetrans- Waking up from the opera- Will the President When Gonzalez was hospital- but was very happy about Iloilo 
plant operation. tion with one of his kidneys ized last month for bleeding ul- Rep. Каш Gonzalez Jr.'s state- 
"Thus quipped the longtime gone, Gunay said he felt some keep Gonzalez? cers, who else but Gunay donat- ment that his family would be 
driver of Justice Secretary Raul pain from the surgical wound ed blood for Gonzalez. They cared for. 
Par AE a ыш шше и DAPITAN CITYPRESIDENT problems in the Department | havethesameblood уре В. Gunay, one of seven children 
ay what he Не said he did not feel as Ary is bkep ^ in his family used to be a jeepney 
went through when he decided anything was missing from аашаа Keeping eee ee shed off talk thar | When love bloomed ес n Ilo when be desided 
jdonatealkidneytohisboss. body and he was able to move | Wwhethershe will let goof Jus- her staunch ally might retire. Gunay said that Mona Lisa to work for Gonzalez in Manila. 
It wasn't the first time that around his room right next to | sice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, “We'll assess Anyway hes | had likewise served in the Gon- The Gonzalezes were neighbors 
theirliveswere ontheedge. Gonzalez’s, after being brought | ^ Afer a dinner Monday at on leave for one month, so | zalez household and that it was of his parents in Iloilo, he said. 
‘Gonzalez and Сипау were al- there from the recovery section. | the Dakak resort here where we'll assess after one month,” | in the Gonzalez house where ^ Since becoming Gonzalezs 
so together in June 1991 when = she spent the night, Ms Arroyo Мз Arroyo told reporters. they first met—and fell in love. — driver, Gunay has never worked. 
they were caught by heavy ash- Secret from the family Said she was happy that Gon. Тһе Department of Justice | The other members of the in another job. 
fall during Mt.Pinarubo'serup-  Gonzalezsdriverof28 years | zalez, 76, had a succesful is being run by Solicitor Gen. | Gunay clan found out about his His wife, Mona Lisa, and their 
tion that nearly buried their car. said he kept his decision to do- | \idneytransplant operation. eral Agnes Devanadera, | kidney donation only after three daughters (not four as earl 
“Interviewed in his room at natehiskidneyasecretfromhis | ^ fornow, MsArroyosaidall whom Ms Arroyo has desig. | news broke out that the secre- er reported)—Nacia Marie,14; 
the National Kidney and Trans- family—butitdidnottakethem | she waned was forGonzalez mated as acting secretary, | tary had had a transplant and Cleofe Rose, 10; and Liza, 8— live 
plant Institute, the 50-year-old long to figure out. aa inst perpe Christine б. Avendane | that he was the donor. in La Castillana, Bacolod City. 
Gunay said the physical check- “I did not want them to wor- “They were happy that I was ai 
up he went through as part of ry" Guray said, speaking in Fil- able to help the man who is like Pleasure of giving 
the preparations for the trans- ipino. "If I had told them, they of intensive care and is being turies of slumber. a parent to me,” Gunay said. Сипау goes to Bacolod about 
plant was a greater ordeal than would have tried to dissuade watched for signs of rejection. Caught by the eruption, they “The secretary and I have been twice a year, with his Christ- 
the operation itself. me and I might have agreed Gunay was discharged yester- slept in their car on the road together far longer than I and mases usually spent with the 
` with them.” day from the hospital but he said and saw the vehicles roof cave my wife have been together” Gonzalezes in Manila. He goes 
Extensive checkup It was only after ће opera- he wanted to retum tothe NKTI in and its wheels get partly à to his family for the New Year's 
„He said an extensive checkup tion was scheduled that he told tojoin the watchoverhisboss. buried in ash. No money involved Day celebration. 
‘was necessary before having his his wife, Mona Lisa, but he 1с isn't unusual for Сипау to Сипау is willing to drive  Gonzalez’s ^ grandchildren 
kidney removed and thathe was askedhertotellnooneelse. share life-threatening experi- Samebloodtype again for Gonzalez. He said his call him "Lolo Muroy.” 
biiefed abour the processthathe “She understood why and ences with Gonzalez. “I had to dig out the car, oth- doctors told him he would be ^ There is pleasure in giving, 
would have to go through. was proud that Iwas saving the The two also battled through erwise he (Gonzalez) wouldn't able to resume his normal life even if it means losing one of 
‘Being jabbed with needles secretaryslife,"Gunaysaid. ashfall from Mt. Pinatubo in have been able to get out. Even although he would havetto limit your vital organs, Gunay said. 
was more painful than the oper- БЕ 1991. They were on their way the wheels were buried іп ash,” his drinking to “pa shot-shot na men there is someone in 
ation," Guray said, pointing to Battling Pinatubo ashfall to Zambales, the province of Gunaysaid. lang (just a few shots)” since he need, don't deny them your 
the areas in his arms where the Тһе transplant took place on Gonzalez’s wife, Pacita, when пай his years asa driver, he had to closely watch his remain- help. It feels good to help other 
needles had gone through. Friday. Gonzalez is already out Pinatubo blew up after cen- said he had never placed his ing kidney. people,” he said. 
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UN, WB INITIATIVE 
No safe haven for corrupt leaders' stolen assets 


UNITED NATIONS—THE UNIT- 
ed Nations and the World Bank 
on Monday launched an initia- 
tive to make it easier for govern- 
ments in developing countries to 
recover stolen assets that corrupt 
leaders have stashed in rich 
countries at the rate of $40 bil- 
lion a year. 

The Stolen Asset Recovery 
(StAR) initiati 
courage rich countries to return 
the loot and for developing 
countries to properly invest the 
recovered funds in antipoverty 
programs. 

"There should be no safe 
haven for people who steal from. 
the poor," World Bank president 
Robert Zoellick said in present- 
ing the plan with UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon. 

Until now, developing coun- 
tries have encountered legal 
and other obstacles in the trac- 
ing and recovering looted 
funds. 

It took the Philippines, for ex- 
ample, 18 years to repatriate 
$624 million stashed by deposed 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos in a 
Swiss bank account. Last year, 
Nigeria ended a five-year battle 
to recover $500 million parked in 
а Swiss bank by former dictator 


Sani Abacha, who is believed to 
have siphoned off as much as $5 
billion from Nigeria in just five 
years. 

At present, the World Bank is 
in the early stages of working 
with Haiti to recover funds 
stolen by Jean-Claude Duvalier, 
ог Baby Doc, who succeeded his 
father, Francois, as the ruler of 
Haitiin 1971. 


Flow of criminal proceeds 

The World Bank estimates 
that cross-border flow of global 
proceeds from criminal activi- 
ties, corruption and tax evasion 
ranges from $1 trillion to $1.6 
trillion. 

‘The problem of stolen assets 
is widespread but most acute in 
Africa, where an estimated 25 
percent of the gross national 
product of states is lost to cor- 
ruption at the cost of about 
$148 billion every year, accord- 
ing to Zoellick. 

He said that the recovery of 
even a small portion of the 
stolen funds could bankroll 
much-needed social programs. 

Every $100 million recov- 
ered, for instance, could pay for 
the full immunization of 4 mil- 
lion children, provide water 
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connection to 250,000 house- 
holds, or finance for the treat- 
ment for a year for more than 
600,000 people afflicted with 
HIV/AIDS. 

The StAR initiative is being 
developed in partnership with 
the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime, whose executive direc- 
tor, Antonio Maria Costa, said 
the program’s launch came at a 
time when the sophistication of 
financial transactions made re- 
covery an increasingly complex 
process requiring expert assis- 
tance. 

The new system will work to 
build the capacity of developing 
countries to track stolen money 
going overseas and to empha- 
size ways that financial centers 
can better detect and deter 
money laundering. 


Not developing nations’ issue 
“This is not just а developing- 
country issue because the funds in- 
evitably end up in developed coun- 
tries,” Danny Leipziger, the World 
Bank vice president for poverty re- 
duction and economic manage- 
ment, told a briefing before the 
launch of the StAR initiative. 
Zoellick said he hoped the 
SIAR initiative would improve 


cooperation between rich and 
poor countries over the recov- 
ery of stolen assets. 

Leipziger said the World 
Bank would also bring pressure 
on financial centers in devel- 
oped nations to adopt "the 
highest standards of behavior in. 
terms of money laundering.” 

These financial centers should 
also increase the transparency 
and adopt best-practices for ac- 
cepting funds from outside their 
borders, Zoellick added. 

“To be successful we have to 
get the attention of the devel- 
Oped countries and make sure 
they understand the gravity of 
the situation," he said. 

“There have been changes in 
the behavior of some like the 
Swiss, who understand that it's 
not good for the reputation of 
major financial institutions, to 
say nothing of countries, to be 
associated with billions of dol- 
lars of stolen funds from cor- 
тире leaders in poor countries." 

‘The World Bank chief is hop- 
ing the StAR initiative will en- 
courage more countries to ratify 
the UN Convention Against 
Corruption, a 2005 anticorrup- 
tion treaty ratified by only 92. 
countries. The signatories are 


obliged to return stolen assets 
to the country from which it 
was looted. 

Among the Group of Eight in- 
dustrialized nations, only Cana- 
da, Germany, Italy and Japan 
have not ratified the pact. 
Switzerland, Ireland and Lux- 
embourg are among the mem- 
ber states of the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) which 
are considered to be offshore 
banking centers but have not 
ratified the UN convention. 

Zoellick said he knew of no 
opposition by countries who 
had not yet ratified the treaty, 
adding that the delay had more 
to do with passing legislation. 


Strong deterrent 

UN's Ban Ki-moon told the 
news conference the StAR ini- 
tiative would ensure looted as- 
sets were returned to their 
rightful owners 

“Together let us make the ini- 
tiative into а strong deterrent 
for those who may be tempted 
to steal public funds and let us 
use it to strengthen the capacity 
of governments to improve the 
lives of millions of people,” he 
said. 


FG foes not surprised; karma, says Erap son 


Frompage Al 


convicted Joseph Estrada, said the 
latest controversy involving the Ar- 
тоуоз was a result of karma. 

Nueva Vizcaya Rep. Carlos Padil- 
la said it was not unexpected that 
Arroyo was named by Jose "Joey" 
de Venecia Ш in yesterday's inquiry 
at the Senate as the "mystery man" 
who had threateningly told him to 
back off the broadband project. 

Padilla, who had earlier deliv- 
ered a privilege speech questioning 
the NBN deal cornered by China's 
ZTE Corp, said Arroyo's name 
‘cropped up when he was doing re- 
search on the deal. But he did not 
name Arroyo in his speech because 
“it was stilla long shot at that time,” 
he said. 

“When De Venecia started talking 
about a ‘mystery man,’ 1 became 
even more suspicious,” Padilla said 
in Filipino, 

De Venecia, son and namesake of 
the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, owns Amsterdam Hold- 
ings Inc., one of the companies that 
had expressed interest in the NBN 
project. 


That reputation 

“Т expected it. He 
has that reputa- 
tion,” Bayan Muna 
Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio said of Arroyo, 
who survived a risky 
heart operation in 
April and is under 


earlier accused Abalos of brokering 
the NBN deal with the Chinese firm. 
and attempting to bribe him to 
withdraw. 


P16B at least 

In the reckoning of Gabriela Rep. 
Liza Maza, the scandals purported- 
ly involving the President's hus- 
band are now worth atleast P16 bil- 
lion. 

"This is not the first time that Mr. 
Arroyo's name cropped up in a 
multbillion[-peso] scandal since 
Mrs. Arroyo became President," 
Maza said in a statement. 

"This is hardly coincidence. Mr. 
Arroyo is now worth P16-P17 bil- 
lion in scandals,” she said. 

Maza observed that Arroyo had 
also been accused of laundering 
P321 million and depositing the 
amount under the name "Jose Pi- 
dal" (The account was later 
claimed by his younger brother, 
now Negros Occidental Rep. Igna- 
cio "Iggy" Arroyo.) 

The President's husband was also 
linked to the P728-million fertilizer 
fund scam whose alleged architect 
was ex-Agriculture Undersecretary 
Jocelyn "JocJoc" Bolante, Maza 
noted. 


She added that Arroyo was simi- 
larly implicated in the irregular 
construction of the President Dios- 
dado Macapagal Avenue, and was 
named as among the recipients of 
“jueteng” payoffs. 

Arroyo has denied these allega- 
tions. 


What they deserve 

Mayor Ejercito said the contro- 
versies hounding Arroyo and his 
wife were proof that those who 
committed wrongdoing would 
eventually get what they deserve. 

“All these scandals coming out 
are karma on GMA and her co- 
horts,” Ejercito said almost a week 
after his father, ousted President 
Estrada, was convicted of plunder 
on two counts by the Sandigan- 
bayan Special Division. 

“I never thought karma would 
come so soon,” he said, adding that 
these scandals showed the Arroyo 
administration as the worst. 

Ejercito said De Venecia’s testi- 
mony on the NBN deal would pave 
the way for the downfall of the Ar- 
royo administration and the even- 
tual vindication of his father. 

“As I have said, it's just a matter 
of time for President Estrada to be 


Home Guaranty Corporation 
Office of the President 


vindicated,” he said. 


Arroyo should explain 

Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, an administra- 
tion lawmaker, said Arroyo should shed light 
on the part he played in the NBN deal. 

“That's a very serious matter and I think 
the First Gentleman owes the Filipino peo- 
ple an explanation,” Cuenco said. 

He said he knew the young De Venecia as 
a good person, and pointed out that the lat- 


Republic of the Philippines. 


..-a2Xi 


Zoellick said the StAR initia- 
tive was part of the World 
Bank's overall strategy to fight 
corruption in developing coun- 
tries. 

The bank will provide finan- 
cial and technical assistance to 
strengthen institutions in devel- 
oping countries and to ensure 
domestic laws complied with 
the UN anticorruption treaty. 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, the К 
mer Nigerian finance minister 
who oversaw the return of $500 
million to her country from 
Switzerland, said the StAR initia- 
tive marked a first step toward 
“rebalancing” responsibilities in 
the fight against corruption. 


No safe haven 

“Developing countries need 
to fight corruption and stem the 
flow of illicit funds, and devel- 
‘oped countries must make sure 
there is no safe haven for those 
funds in their countries,” Okon- 
jo-lweala said. 

“If the two sides cooperate, 
the people who are corrupt will 
know that any money that goes 
out will be sent back to the 
country from which it came.” 
Reports from Reuters, AFP and 
New York Times News Service 


ter had made his testimony at the Senate 
under oath 

“Though its unfair to make a judgment, its 
either Joey de Venecia is not telling the truth or 
the other party is lying,” Cuenco said, adding: 

"Thats why the First Gentleman must 
see to it that he will give a credible answer 
to avoid letting the issue affect the adminis- 
tration of President Arroyo.” With reports 
‘from Kristine L. Alave in Manila; Jhunnex 
Napallacan in Cebu City 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


Regional Office No. IV-A 


3rd Fir., Andenson Bldg I, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City 


Telefax Nos. (049) 545-0292 


September 19, 2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companieslemployers have filed with this Regional 


Office application's for Alien Employment Permis 


Naoto Shimura 
Agunalóo Highway. Palico IV. Imus, Cavite 


‘Consultant Japanese 


ROHM ELECTRONICS PHILIPPINES, ING. 
PTC-SEZ, Во. Maduya, Carmona. Cave 


Tir. Taniguchi 
Hiroshi 


Machine Control 
Department Manager 


Japanese 


ROHM ELECTRONICS PHILIPPINES, INC. 
PTC-SEZ, Bo. Maduya. Carmona. Cavite 


Mr. Kazuhisa 
Furusawa 


THD) Producton 
Department Manager 


Japanese 


SHINKOZAN CORPORATION 


Mr. Hsiung-Feng 
Во. Bancal, Carmona, Cavie 


Chen 


General Manager Taiwanese 


TOKYO BYOKANE PHILIPPINES CORP. 
ОР, Brgy. Punta, Calamba Cty. 


Mr. Keun Woo Park 


Manager Korean 


Tf you have any information/objection to the above-mentioned application/s please communicate 


with the Regional Director. 


(504) ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO IIl 


Regional Director 
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INVITATION TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS FOR THE 
NEGOTIATED DISPOSITION OF APEC VILLA 9, 10 & 11 


The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting all interested parties to submit 
proposals for the disposition of its “leasehold rights” on the following properties 
located at Triboa Bay, Subic Freeport Zone, Olongapo City on a “negotiated” retail 


instruction from his 
doctors to avoid 
controversies and 
Other occasions of 
stress. 

Casiho said any 


inquiry into the 
qi 


basis (sale, lease and other similar or variant schemes): 


NBN deal would ul- 
timately reach the 


PROPERTY LOCATION 


TYPE 


[FLOOR 
AREA 


REMARKS 


President, who had 


APEC Villa No. 9 


one storey house 


436 _ | fully furnished, vacant 


witnessed the sign- 
ing of a contract 


APEC Villa No. 10 


two storey house 


440 |fully furnished, vacant 


with ZTE in Boao, 


APEC Villa No. 11 


two storey house 


433 _ [fully furnished, vacant 


China. 

"If the First Gen- 
Четап is the ‘mys- 
tery тап, it doesn’t 
take much to con- 
clude who the mys- 
tery woman is" 
Casifio said. "Above 
all, she should be 
held accountable for 
the NBN deal.” 

Akbayan ер. 
Risa Hontiveros said 
the Arroyo adminis- 
tration was "rich 
with onerous deals." 

"The First Gentle- 
man should return 
.. and answer the 
charges," she said in. 
a press conference. 

Hontiveros said 
De Venecia's testi- 
mony at the Senate 
had strengthened 
the impeachment 
case that the minori- 
ty bloc was building 
against Commission. 
on Elections Chair 
Benjamin Abalos Sr. 

De Venecia had 


offers. 


"Lease Term : 50 years 


+ The sale of the properties shall be on an "AS-IS-WHERE-IS" basis; 

+ Terms of Payment may be in cash or installment for outright sale proposal; 

* Offers for lease must indicate the proposed terms of lease including provision 
for escalation of lease rate; and 

* For other similar or variant scheme, the proposed terms of sale must be indicated 


HGC reserves the right to require additional information from the offeror as it deems 
necessary to fully understand and evaluate the offer(s). 


Interested parties are encouraged to inspect the property before tendering their 


Details pertaining to the properties as well as the guidelines for the negotiation 
can be obtained from the HGC's Asset Management and Disposition Group 
(AMDG) office located at the 4" Floor of Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City from September 17 to 21, 2007 upon payment of a non- 
refundable fee of P 5,000.00 


The Financial proposals/offers shall be sealed and dropped at the designated box 
located at the HGC's AMDG office on September 27, 2007. 


For inquiries, please call the Marketing and Sales Department at tel. nos. 896-04- 
25 & 897-34-18 or visit our office at 4^ Floor, Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat 
Avenue, Makati City. 


THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL 
OFFERS, TO WAIVE ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFER AS MAY 
BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


(Sod. RAFAEL P. DE LOS SANTOS 


Vice President 


Asset Management & Disposition Group 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


1 The BICOL MEDICAL CENTER, twough General Appropriations Act tens t дру speci sum or e owing sts 
3| Project; PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS MEDICAL GRADE GASES (RE-ID) (AEB No. 2007-10) 

‘proved Вийди he Сотка PESOS TWO MILLION NINE HUNDRED NINETY-AUNE THOUSAND SEVEN 

HUNDRED ONLY (PnP 220070000] 

Salo of ва Documents Sepomber 1019 28.2007 

Реша Сотта Soporte’ 202007 = 9 00 A M, BMC Lary 

Brna aiB Documents ` НЕ THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED PESOS (PhP1.50 00) 

Projet = PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS IT & OFFICE EQUIPMENT (AEB No. 200718) 
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Inlresied Siders moy өы fhe oration ron BICOL MEDICAL CENTER эла inspect tna Bising Documents at ihe 
"iret be Um 09 Ato 129 Noon, 140 PAL to 6:00 PM, олса атанат: and Haye 
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оиа anand en as an ore Tre na Si payent wea Cah The бойлу Der at 
(келеа personai by he prospect dca œ hs sumed рента 
Ван and digbdnyresuemerts must bo deveres 1o he edo, cl and en stad above Tha bids must be accompanied by 
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BICOL MEDICAL CENTER 
Cancapoen Pequeña: Naga Cy 

‘Tolopnone Nos (084) 4738096 

Erman Ази: bac bicoimod@yahooicom ph 

Far No КОШ 

9 Бирон «оћ gov.phfbmefingex htm 
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(652) JENSY з. ONG, MD, FPOA 
(POL-Septambor 19 2007) 


TWO LEADERS UNITE TO GIVE DU 
THE POWER TO BANK ANYWHERE, ANYTIME. 


SMART, the country's largest mo 
Bancnet, the country's bi 
Bringing you no-fuss, hassle-free mobi 


bile network partners with 
gest ATM network. 
е banking wherever, whenever. 


Access the following mobile banking transactions: 
* Bills Payment * Balance Inquiry * Fund Transfers _ 
* Prepaid Airtime Loading * SMART Money Reloading 


ACTIVATE YOUR SMART MOBILE BANKING AND WIN UP TO P500,000! 


Win raffle points and free load every time you use Mobile Banking. 


How to activate BANCNET ATM Account in Mobile Banking: 
1. Go to SMART Menu and select Mobile Banking. — 5.To confirm your transaction, press OK. 
2. Select Activate Bank. Press OK. 6. Enter your ATM PIN. 
3. Select ATM-PIN to activate your bank, press OK. 7. You will receive a text message confirming your activation. 
4. Enter the bank code, press OK. 8. The name of the bank which you just activated will be conveniently 
AliAlledBank  AUB-As United Bank _ CCB-Chinatrust Bank displayed on your Mobile Banking sub-menu for easy access! 
‘CSB.Ciystate Savings Bank SBC Security Bonk 


Bandue 


DALLIEDBANK 22 Asia United Bank © Chinatrust KEARE G@ SECURITY BANK 


Йыр кило BANKING 


Feriis, дес olihe SMART Moroy ond SMART Mabile Banking Hone for FREE wing gus адда а 15177, vig o landin а 8457, 0га 190018085048 өг 0° 1°: your branch of accoun! for mora detail 
Fert Pt 1 Novosor3 2007. Sea ye for ete, Ри DTENGE ore No 2642, we of 2T 
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Dip You KNOW _ 
MANY streets in Manila, mostly located in 
Sampaloc district, have been named after 
characters in Noli Me Tangere and Е! Filibus- 
terismo, Dr. Jose P. Rizal's novels. Some of 
these names are Maria Clara, Crisostomo, 
Sisa, Basilio, Simoun, Elias and Tiago. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Parents of rape-slay victim OK DNA test 


Girl could still be alive, says cop 


By Tina G. Santos and Allison W. Lopez 


THE PARENTS OF GERALDINE PALMA, THE 7-YEAR-OLD GIRL 
who was kidnapped and raped, yesterday gave authorities the go- 
signal to exhume their daughter's body and subject it to a DNA test. 


“This is to erase doubts that it was not my 
daughter,” Gerald, the victim's father, told 
reporters at the National Bureau of Investi- 
gation (NBI) office. “Who would want to 
see his child dead? Sana nga hindi na lang si 
Geraldine yon (I wish it were not Geral- 
dine). I wish I was wrong. But I'm 150 per- 
cent sure it was her.” 

“I only hope they do it right away be- 
cause her body's already decomposing and 
the tests will take at least three weeks," he 
added. 

Gerald and his wife went to the NBI after 
the Manila Police District (MPD), which is 
also investigating the case, claimed that the 
body which was stuffed inside a suitcase 
found last month in North Harbor, Tondo 
was not that of their daughter. 

Chief Insp. Alejandro Yanquiling, head of 
the MPD homicide division, said he sus- 
pected that Geraldine was still alive. 

He based his suspicion on the records of 
St. Paul College, where Geraldine was en- 
rolled, showing that the girl was 3 feet, 10 
inches tall. The body inside the suitcase 
measured 4 feet, 2 inches. 

According to Yanquiling, a mole on the 
the victim's back was the Palmas’ only basis. 
for saying that the body was that of their 
daughters. 

Gerald, meanwhile, admitted that he 
was hurt by Yanquilings statements. 

“Тез as if he was saying that I don't know 
my own child. I know he's just doing his job. 
But why only now? He should have said 
those things earlier. He's starting the inves- 
tigation backwards,” he said. 

Felma, the victim's mother, confirmed 
that at first, she had doubts that the body in 
the suitcase was that of her daughter be- 
cause "the girl's nose was flat.” 

“But it could have been her and the fea- 
tures also looked different because the 
body was bloated. They had the same build. 
But its fine with me if they have her body 
dug up so that the truth will come out,” she 
said. 

Despite the recent developments in the 
case, Gerald maintained that what hap- 
pened was a case of kidnapping. 

“I still believe it’s still a kidnapping incid- 
net unless Marites (Ontog, the girl's nanny) 
shows up and reveals what really hap- 
pened,” he said, 

Gerald likewise denied rumors that he 
had his daughter insured. 


UP frat violence 
forum seeks 
justice for Mendez 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


AN OFFICIAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines in Diliman, Quezon City, yester- 
day issued a twin challenge: One to witness- 
es in the suspected hazing death of public ad- 
ministration student, Cris Anthony Mendez, 
and the other to members of the fraternity 
believed to be involved in his death, 

"If you really want to help, then tell us. 
Come clean,” lawyer Marvie Leonen, UP vice 
president for legal affairs, said at a forum on 
hazing called “Et tu brod? Searching for Jus- 
tice against Fraternity Violence” held at the 
UP Law Center, 

Most of his statements, however, were di- 
rected at the fraternity Mendez was believed 
to have joined before his death. 

“You know who you are,” Leonen said, 

“You have gotten lawyers but the law can- 
not help you assuage your consciences.” 

ЧЕ you think you have courage, if you 
think you have honor, if you think you have 
integrity this is your shining moment. Do not 
escape your moral responsibility,” he added, 
stressing, “If you want to sue the university, 
bring it on.” 

Although Leonen did not mention the 
name of the fraternity, he was obviously re- 
ferring to Sigma Rho whose officials were re- 
cently placed on preventive suspension fol- 
lowing Mendez death. The group has 
threatened to file a case against the UP if the 
suspension order is not lifted. 

‘Admitting that there were many legal 
remedies that those involved in Mendez's 
death could avail of, Leonen said, “I have two 
surnames for you: Villanueva and Mendez,” 

He was referring to Mendez. and Marlon 

UP FRAT| A24 


“It’s not true. I'm the one who's insured 
and she was one of my beneficiaries. I never 
thought she'd go first," he said. 

The police's case against the five suspects 
in the Palma rape-slay case may end up be- 
ing weakif the body is not that of the young 
girl's, the chief prosecutor said. 

Manila Chief Prosecutor Jhosep Lopez 
said the credibility of the witnesses would 
suffer if they had identified the girl in the 
suitcase as Palma. 

"It's already with the court so it's up to 


PARENTS] A24 


As low as 


A 


E ORAS, 
үм. pore Acer pets Tan sao es КМ ВИИИ 


-БТАРАхтон:2: 


"Sam cvT143 RSDL CONDO 
MANILA SOUTHWOODS 


GOLF MANORS 


ite 
(near SEX Goif & Resort Vi Vill) 


‘September 29,2007 (Saturday), 
fant, Greenbelt t 
У Greenbelt tak Ayala Center Natal City, 
REGISTRATION STARTS AY 00AM 
‘AUCTION STARTS AT 9:00AM 


SAM CVT147 RSDL GOLF LOTS 
MANILA SOUTHWOODS 


GOLF, & COUNTRY CLUB 
Carmona, Cavite 
(near SLEX-Golf & Resort Village) 


FLOOR AREA MIN. BID PRICE 


LOT AREA MIN. BID PRICE 


35.04 sqm. P 805,929 


486 sqm. 4,458,000 


| —38.35 sqm. P. 882,060 


520 sqm. 4,560,000 


67.07 sqm. Р1,542,627 


578 sqm. 4,734,000 | 


67.01 sqm. Р1,541,247 


|__582 sqm. 4,746,000 | 


73.38 sqm. Р1,687,758 


632 sqm. 1,896,000 


FOR DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., MONDAY TO SUNDAY, 7:AM TO Т:РМ 
* CELLPHONE NO.: 0919-5640033 


TEL. Lo end ES 


‘ston conducted by 
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0.98% 


add-on rate per month! 


Get the lite solution to your financial 
needs with low interest rates and 
longer payment terms. 


Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 1-800-1 0-6318000 
(Domestic Toll-Free) or visit the nearest BDO branch 
or BDO On-site outlet. 


We find ways 


Terms and conditions арр! 
Promo period: September 17 to 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 


See flyers for details 
ember 31, 2007. 
of 2007. 
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Lim pushes for repeal of ‘allowance ordinance’ to dads 


By Allison W. Lopez the six councilors who received 
over P1.6 million each as “ini- 
tial payment” in 2005 to return 
the money. 

Ordinance No. 8040, enacted 
by the city council on Dec. 7, 
2000, authorized the conferment 
of an exemplary public service 
award (Epsa)—consisting of a 
plaque, retirement and gratuity 
pay remuneration amounting to 
at east РЗ million—to city officials 
who had served for three consecu- 
tive terms in the same position. 

Those qualified for the Epsa 


MANILA MAYOR ALFREDO Lim 
yesterday called the ordinance 
giving a P3 million "monetary re- 
"ward" to local officials who had 
served three consecutive terms 
“self-serving,” and said he would 
push for its repeal. 

"T will write a letter for its re- 
peal because it's not good. Its 
self-serving, it’s for the self-in- 
terest of those who approved 


‘The mayor said he would ask 


Retirement pay worth 
P600,000 lost to robbers 


By Kristine L. Alave in Pasig City on Monday morn- 

ing. Shortly after boarding a 
cab, they noticed two men on a 
motorcycle tailing them. One of 
the men drew a gun and over- 
took their cab as it traveled 
along C-5 Avenue. 

Before reaching the SM 
Warehouse along C-5, two men 
onboard another motorbike 
joined the chase, Pasig City po- 
lice chief Sr. Supt. Frank Uyami 
said. The cab driver drove to an 
open gate of SM Warehouse in 
an attempt to lose the suspects. 

However, the suspects fol- 
lowed them and tried to get the 
couple’s money at gunpoint. In 
the struggle, Conchita was shot 
in the foot and the leg while 
Juan suffered a grazed wound 
on the left side of his body. 

The victims were rushed to 
the Medical City in Pasig for 
treatment. Police found two 
spent shells from a .45 caliber 
pistol at the crime scene. 


JUAN GUTIERREZ JR., A 54- 
yearold former employee of 
Union Ajinomoto Inc, was 
ready to enjoy his retirement 
pay. 

But instead of spending it on 
a vacation, Gutierrez and his 
wife Conchita, landed in the 
hospital on Monday after four 
unidentified armed suspects 
followed them from a Pasig City 
bank, where they withdrew his 
retirement benefits, and shot 
them when they refused to turn 
‘over the money. 

Gutierrez told Pasig City po- 
lice that four armed security 
guards saw the incident but 
made no move to help them, en- 
abling the suspects to get away, 
taking P600,000 with them. 

A police report said the cou- 
ple withdrew the money from a 
Bank of the Philippine Islands 
branch in Barangay Bagong Ilog 


‘MMDA traffic improvements to cut travel time to provinces’ = 


By DJ Yap only the highways are cleared of 
obstructions, and better traffic 
engineering is put in place, the 
MMDA official said. 

Even better, it is possible to 
reach Baguio without taking the. 
North Luzon Expressway at a 
speed of 80 kilometers per hour, 
Fernando said in a statement. 

Traveling to the northern city 
normally takes between six and 


THE SUMMER CAPITAL OF 
Baguio may soon be just a 
three-hour ride — away 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
Gent Authority Chair Bayani 
Fernando said yesterday. 

The usual six-hour travel time 
from Manila to Baguio may be 
tut by as much as three hours if 


Part-time jobs for qualified Muntinlupa City students 


By Julie M, Aurelio rants in providing part-time em- 
ployment to students in the city. 

Dubbed ^ "McHanapbuhay 
Ka,” the program will allow Mc- 
Donald's to employ on a part- 
time basis students enrolled in 
the city's Colleges, depending 
on their class schedules. 

"This agreement ensures the 


STUDENTS ENROLLED IN MUN- 
tinlupa City will soon be given a 
hance to work part-time for а 
popular fast-food chain, 

The city government recently 
announced its partnership with 
the McDonald’s chain of restau- 


WAVES Ha] STRICTLY FOR 73 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE] 


2ND WEEK 
ARE YOU DEAD OR ALIVE 


LINDSAY 
LOHAN 


I KNOW’ 
WHO KILLED ME. 


were the mayor, vice mayor and 
city councilors. 

So far, only six councilors 
who served from 1995 to 2004 
have benefited from the ordi- 
nance: Incumbent Councilors 
Marlon Lacson, who authored 
the ordinance; Luciano “Lou” 
Veloso; Jocelyn Dawis-Asun- 
cion and Monina “Pipay” Silva, 
the beneficiary of her late hus- 
band, former Councilor Hilari- 
оп “Pipoy” Silva. 

The others are Abraham 
Cabochan and Julio Logarta Jr. 


All six served in the city coun- 
cil for three consecutive terms 
from 1995 to 2004. 

However, then supervising 
city auditor Gabriel Espina said 
the payment of the monetary 
reward was approved and au- 
thorized by the city council 
“without legal basis.” 

Based on Espina's comment, 
the Commission on Audit issued. 
a notice of disallowance in May 
2006 ordering the six coun- 
cilors to return the over P1.6 
million they had each received. 
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DRIVE AGAINST SMUT 


Manila policemen destroy pornographic magazines and DVDs recovered from vendors in Quiapo, 
Manila, yesterday. Those arrested will be charged with violation of the Revised Penal Code 201 
(Selling of Pornographic Materials) in the Manila City Prosecutor's Office. 


eight hours, but along the way, 
motorists have to contend with 
a host of problems, from ob- 
structions like shanties and ven- 
dors on the sidewalks to poor 
traffic enforcement. 

In particular, Fernando cited 
the makeshift shanties and Ше- 
gal vendors that occupy the 
sidewalks along MacArthur 
Highway, Manila North Road 


and the lateral streets connect- 
ing them. 

On a recent trip to Baguio, Fer- 
nando said the traffic on 
MacArthur Highway from Вша- 
can to Pangasinan was "chaotic," 
particularly in the town proper 
because of vendors, illegal park- 
ing and informal settlers. 

He said the MMDA would 
study the traffic conditions in 


employment of our residents. 
We thank McDonald's for lead- 
ing the way in increasing em- 
ployment opportunities," May- 
or Aldrin San Pedro said. 

The mayor signed an agree- 
ment with Dennis de Guzman 
of Gold Arches Development 
Corp., and the managers of the 


different McDonald's outlets at 
Ayala Alabang, Festival Su- 
permall, Northgate Cyberzone 
in Filinvest Corporate City and 
Southmall in Las Pifias City. 
The venture with the fast- 
food chain is part of the Public 
Employment Service Office's 
“Oplan: Tulong Aral May 


Parents of rape-slay ... 


From page A23 
the court to decide. We based it 
on the evidence of the police 
identifying the corpse as that of 
Geraldine Palma’s ... But I think 
they (accused) can file a motion 
to quash the information or a 
motion to dismiss. The court 
might dismiss it because there's 
no case to speak of if that is not 
Palma's body,” he said. 

Ramil Diorico, Raffy Nepa, 
Renato “Rick-Rick” Bohol, Joey 
Igos and alleged mastermind 
Henry “Hemlet” Tesado had 
been charged with rape with 


homicide at the Manila Region- 
al Trial Court. They were tagged 
by their supposed cohorts, Ros- 
dam Mesias and Domingo Ag- 
note, who turned state witness- 
es, and a certain "Berta." 

Lopez added that it was up to 
the judge to decide whether or 
notto dismiss the charges. 

"If the witness can prove that. 
the suspects committed a crime 
against the victim even though 
the girl found in the suitcase 
was not Palma, we will continue 
the case but amend the infor- 
mation," he said. 


UP frat violence ... л» 


Villanueva, a UP Los Baños stu- 
dent who is also believed to have 
died of hazing-related injuries. 

Mendez was brought on Aug. 
27 to the Veterans Memorial 
Medical Center where a doctor 
declared him dead on arrival. An 
autopsy report said that he had 
received a heavy beating which 
could have led to his death. 

An unidentified ess who 
went to the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) the other 
day confirmed that the victim 
had joined the Sigma Rho frater- 
nity and was about to undergo 
initiation rites a few days before 
his death. 

According to Leonen, the UP. 
administration is furious over 
Mendezs death. He admitted 
that during a meeting berween 
UP president Emerlinda Roman 
and representatives of different 
fraternities two weeks ago, she 


scolded those present. "She told 
them, ‘I am furious over this 
death. Iam furious over your gall 
to always leave it to us to clean’ 
up your mess,” Leonen said. 

“This administration is very, 
very furious. We are one in this,” 
he added, saying that Roman 
will issue an administrative or- 
der regulating fraternities in the 
next few days. 

Cristina, the mother of 
Mendez, meanwhile, reiterated 
her appeal to her son's fraternity 
"brothers" to help in the investi- 
gation into his death. 

“She was hoping that Sigma 
Rho members would not keep 
mum on the issue and instead 
help in resolving the case of her 
son,” said lawyer Romulo Asis, 
chief of the National Bureau of 
Investigation Anti-Terrorism Di- 
vision which is in charge of the 
case, With Tina G. Santos 


No one has complied so far 
with the COA directive. The six 
instead filed a motion to lift the 
notice of disallowance at the 
City Auditor's Office. 

Lacson, meanwhile, told the IN- 
ситен, that he believed Ordi 
nance No. 8040 remained "valid" 
despite the COAts findings. 

“As far as I'm concerned, it's 
valid. If the mayor does write us 
a letter, that will be the only 
time will react,” he said. 

Lacson also shared Veloso's 
view that councilors oftentimes 


ended up spending their own 
money to help their con- 
stituents because what they 
were receiving in salary and 
benefits were not enough. 

“But in case they ask us to re- 
tum the money, I won't be able to 
return anything because I've al- 
ready spent it,” he said, adding 
that he recently underwent three 
operations for pancreatitis 

The InguineR tried to reach 
Asuncion and Silva for com- 
ment but they did not return 
calls made to their offices. 


Parents 
reunited 
with missing 
daughter 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


A SYEAR-OLD GIRL WAS 
reunited with her parents on 
Monday afternoon after the 
woman who took her tried to 
sell her to two security guards 
of a television network who in 
turn called up the police. 

The parents of Pamela Ingrid 
Magpayo rushed to the Quezon 
City Police District Station 10 
after they were informed that 
their daughter, who disap- 
peared while playing in front of 
their house in Pasay City on 
Sunday night, was there. 

On the other hand, the wom- 
an who took her, Jennifer Sal- 
vador, was arrested by the po- 
lice. 

Magpayo was rescued after 
Salvador took her to the GMA 7 
building on Edsa, Quezon City 
on Monday and tried to sell her 
security guards Manuel 
Lucero and Mechille Dimalalu- 
an for P800. 

Thinking that the suspect was 
joking, Dimalaluan asked her if 
she could have the girl for 
P500. 

The guards said they became 
Suspicious of Salvador after 
they noticed that the victim was 
crying the whole time, prompt- 
ing them to call the police. 

The suspect, meanwhile, told 
the police that she merely "res- 
cued" the victim because she 
was playing in an unsafe place. 
The suspects parents later 
turned up at the police station 
to claim that their daughter’ was 
mentally ill although they could 
not present any medical certifi- 
cate to prove it. 

The victim's parents, Allán 
and Christina, said they, were 
happy to be reunited with their 
daughter who disappeared a 
day before her third birthday. 


REMZAMORA 


the provinces between Manila 
and Baguio and come up with 
recommendations for President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's approval. 

Recently, the MMDA extend- 
ей its traffic management du- 
ties to roads leading to Bacoor, 
Cavite and Laguna, following a 
directive from the President to 
help solve the traffic problems 
in these provinces. 


Hanapbuhay Ka” employment 
program for Muntinlupa City 
residents, 

San Pedro added that all Mc- 
Donald's branches in Muntinlu- 
pa City will only hire residents 
enrolled in different colleges in 
the city as part-time crew mem- 
bers. 
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Cops recover MMDA official’s stolen van 
POLICE recovered the van of Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity Executive Director Angelito Vergel de Dios, several hours after it was 
taken at gunpoint from his driver on Visayas Avenue, Quezon City, on 
Monday morning. De Dios’ vehicle, a black Hyundai Starex (267 711) 
was spotted In San Juan, Greenhills, by members of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Traffic Management Group who were on patrol at 9 p.m. 
The van, however, bore a different license plate, ZOX 923, and was 
moving alongside a gray Mitsubishi Adventure (ZFC 690). The Starex 
later stopped and the driver got off the vehicle and transferred to the 
Adventure. Some policemen followed the other van while the others 
stayed with the Starex. On Connecticut Street near Edsa, policemen 
flagged down the Adventure and saw that it was carrying four men and 
a woman. Police seized from the four men three cal. .45 pistols, two 
hand grenades, and six magazines for cal. .45 guns. All five were taken 
into custody after they failed to show documents for thelr firearms. The 
men were identified as Dennis “Daga” Ignacio, Eduardo Bonifacio, Ed- 
mond Bonifacio, and Ronald Berber. The police, however, did not give 
the woman's name as they were still checking her involvement with the 
group. A check of the Starex's chassis and engine numbers later 
showed that it was the one stolen from Vergel de Dios’ driver at a саг 
wash shop on Visayas Avenue. 

Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Lim orders strict implementation 


of ban on ‘magic sugar’ 
MANILA Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim yesterday ordered the strict Imple- 
‘mentation of the ban on “magic sugar," which is being used by ambu- 
lant food vendors. Lim said the health of students and other consumers 
was at risk because of the widespread use of magic sugar or sodium cy- 
clamate, which has been banned by the Bureau of Food and Drugs after 
it was found to contain carcinogens. Last Friday, three persons were ar- 
rested by the Manila City Hall police after 130 kilos of the product, 
which is being used as a food sweetener, were recovered from а Warp. 
house during an entrapment operation. They were identified as. Pedro 
Prangan, Sheryl Abolo and Niladine Llamas. In a follow-up operation, 
yesterday, three more kilos of the prohibited item were confiscated 
from Elizabeth Ramos of Herrera Street, Tondo. All suspects were 
charged with violating Republic Act 3720 (Food, Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act) and BFAD Advisory 00-05 banning the sale and use of the sub- 
stance. Lim said the public should be careful when buying food and 
drinks since the banned sugar is often used in fruit juices, pearl jellies, 
scramble ice shakes, iced products and dirty ice cream which are being 
sold in public schools, markets, plazas, parks or on the streets. 

Alison W. Lopez 
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Nerds back 
Aso as Japan's 
new premier 


TOKYO—FORMER 
Foreign Minister Taro 
Aso is the. clear un- 
derdog in the race to 
become Japan's next 
prime minister But 
among young 
Japanese fans of pop. 
culture, Aso is king. 
An avowed booster 
of "manga" comic 
books and animation 
known as "animé" 
Aso has won the support of fans—called 
“otaku,” or nerds—for his promise to promote 
Japanese pop art overseas. 

“Aso isa true nerd, He should be prime min- 
ister!” said Asami Suzuki, a 20-year-old col- 
lege student shopping for comics in Aki- 
habara, a Tokyo neighborhood filled with 
comic book shops and electronic goods. 

"He understands that manga and animé are 
so important to Japan's image," Suzuki said. 

While foreign minister, Aso—a conservative 
with hawkish foreign policy views—argued 
that warm feelings for Japanese pop culture 
can translate into warm feelings for its foreign 
policy. 

Under his leadership, Japanese water tanks 
deployed as humanitarian aid to Iraq were 
emblazoned with an image of a cutesy cartoon 
soccer player. Aso also oversaw the launch of 
the Intemational Manga Award, an honor he 
has likened to “a Nobel Prize” for the genre. 

He claims he can never wait to get his hands 
оп the latest issue of Shonen Jump, a tele- 
phone directory-thick weekly featuring the 
latest comics, and reportedly stocked comics 
in his official саг. 

He opened a campaign speech in Akihabara 
last year with, “Hello, fellow nerds!” 

Markets have taken note. 

Manga-related shares jumped in Tokyo last 
Wednesday, following Prime Minister Shinzo 
‘Abe's shock resignation, on speculation that 
‘Aso could become the country’s next leader. 

Shares in Broccoli, a publisher and game 
store operator, rocketed 71 percent. The com- 
pany We've, which produces a Japanese ver- 
sion of “Sesame Street,” gained 14 percent. 

By Tuesday this week, share prices had 
come down—as had Aso's chances on win- 
ning the ruling Liberal Democratic Party presi- 
dency in the Sept. 23 ballot. AP 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Musharraf to become civilian 
ISLAMABAD—Pakistani President Pervez 
Musharraf plans to quit as Army chief to be- 
come a civilian leader, removing a main objec- 
tion to'his proposed reelection in October, a 
зегїйг ruling party official said on Monday. 
"We expect that after his reelection process 
next month, God willing, General Musharraf 
would take his oath of office as a civilian presi- 
dent before Nov. 15," Sen. Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed, secretary-general of the Pakistan Mus- 
lim League (PML), told Reuters. Musharraf re- 
tained thé post of Army chief after he seized 
power in a military coup in 1999, despite calls 
from the opposition to quit the dual office. 
Reuters 


World's oldest man at 112 
TOKYO—The world's oldest man celebrated 
his 112th birthday with two bashes at his 
home in southern Japan on Tuesday, then de- 
clared that he wants to live forever. Tomoji Tan- 
abe held his first celebration on receiving 
100,000 yen ($870) and flowers from the local 
mayor, and the second when he was joined lat- 
er by his children. “I want to live forever. | 
don't want to die,” Tanabe was quoted as say- 
ing by Kyodo news agency. Tanabe, recognized 
by the Guinness Book of World Records as the 
oldest living male in June 2006, Is “extremely 
healthy,” said an official at his hometown of 
Miyakonojo on the island of Kyushu. Reuters 


British bank run 


LONDON—Anxious customers again queued 
‘up to withdraw their cash from embattled 
British bank Northern Rock on Tuesday despite 
а government pledge to protect savings and a 
recovery in its share price. For a fourth day, 
long lines formed outside branches of the. 
mortgage lender, which last week was granted 
a bail-out by the Bank of England as it strug- 
gled to finance Из lending amid a global credit 
crunch. Finance Minister Alistair Darling an- 
"nounced on Monday that the Bank of England 
‘would guarantee all existing deposits In North- 
ern Rock, Britain's fifth-largest mortgage 


two cities, 
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BUDDHIST monks march while chanting prayers and holy scriptures 

in Rangoon, Burma (Myanmar). The protests were held in atleast 
icluding Sittwe, on Tuesday when a reported reli 

boycott of the ruling military junta members and their associates was 

due to start. 


RANGOON—BUDDHIST MONKS STAGED 
protest marches in at least three cities and 
towns in Burma (Myanmar) on Tuesday, 
the day a reported religious boycott of 
members of the ruling military junta and 
their associates was due to start. 

In Rangoon, the commercial capital, au- 
thorities appeared to have thwarted a planned 
ceremony at the famed Shwedagon Pagoda 
that would have kicked off the boycott there. 

“We could not hold the formal ceremony 
because the Shwedagon was closed,” one 
monk, who declined to be named, told 
Reuters. 

‘The more than 400 monks then marched 
peacefully to the city center, chanting prayers 
and holy scriptures but no political slogans. 

They were wailed by plainclothes police 
and members of the Union Solidarity and De- 
velopment Association (USDA), the juntas 
feared social organization which has broken 
up protests against soaring fuel prices that be- 


Monks stage protests in Burma 


gan four weeks ago. 

They videotaped and photographed the 
monks, but took no action against them, wit- 
nesses said. 

Similar marches were reported in Bago, 80 
kilometers north of Rangoon, and in the 
northwestern city of Sittwe where one тезі. 
dent said the monks had been “suppressed” 
but gave no details. 

The Burmalanguage services of foreign 
broadcasters have reported that some Bud- 
hist monks would refuse to accept alms from 
anybody associated with the ruling generals 
from Tuesday. 

They said an alliance of monks had de- 
manded an apology for soldiers firing shots to 
disperse a demonstration by monks in the 
town of Pakokku two weeks ago. 

А boycott, in which monks refuse to accept 
alms and offerings from well-wishers, would 
be taken extremely seriously in the deeply de- 
vout country. Reuters 
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Iraq revokes US firm’s license 
BAGHDAD—raq on Monday ordered the cancel- 
lation of US security firm Blackwater’s operating 
license after it was Involved in a shootout in Bagh- 
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Human error eyed in Thai jet crash 


BANGKOK—THAI AUTHORITIES PROBING A 
plane crash that killed 89 people in Phuket are in- 
vestigating whether human error was to blame, 
with officials saying the pilot was warned of dan- 


gerous wind conditions. 


Air traffic controllers in Phuket 
told Indonesian pilot Arief 
Mulyadi, who was among the 
dead, that there had been reports 
ofa weather phenomenon called 
wind shear, officials on the island 
resort said. 

"There was a warning of wind 
shear from the pilot in the previ- 
ous flight, which landed four 
minutes ahead,” Kumtorn Siriko- 
mn, vice president of the air traffic 


ornot. 


War talk beigbtens 
Iran nuke dispute 


PARIS—FRANCE FOLLOWED 
up a warning that the Iran nu- 
clear crisis could lead to war by 
calling on Monday for Ешо- 
pean sanctions against Tehran. 

French Prime Mit т Fran- 
сов Fillon said tensions with 
ran are now "extreme," height- 
ening a diplomatic storm caused 
by Foreign Minister Bernard 
Kouchner’s warning on Sunday 
that the world should prepare 
for a possible conflict over Iran's 
alleged work on a nuclear 
‘weapon. 

The comments infuriated Ira- 
nian leaders who accused 
France of stoking tensions. In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency chief Mohamed ElBa- 
radei called the war talk “hype.” 
i While French leaders said 
they would prefer a negotiated 
settlement, they also launched a 
proposal to establish European 
sanctions against Iran, outside 
of those already implemented 
by the United Nations. 
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control body Aeronautical Radio 
of Thailand, told AFP 

“Air traffic control asked the 
pilot whether he knew about this 
wind shear or not, and he said he 
knew ... then the air traffic con- 
trol official gave him additional 
information and asked him 
whether he still wanted to land 


"The pilot insisted he wanted 
to land." Wind shear is a sudden 


The five permanent members 
of the UN Security Council plus 
Germany are to discuss new UN 
sanctions on Iran, which has ге- 
jected demands to stop enrich- 
ing uranium. 

Kouchner met 
counterpart Maxime Verhagen 
in Paris and said European coun- 
tries should prepare their own 
non-UN sanctions. 

“These would be European 
sanctions that each country, in- 
dividually, must put in place 
with its own banking, commer- 
cial and industrial system. The 
English and the Germans are i 
terested in talking about this. 
We will try to find a common Eu- 
ropean position,” 


Britain, France and Germany 
have led European efforts, with 
US backing, to try to persuade 
Iran to end its nuclear efforts in 
exchange for a package of eco- 
nomic and diplomatic measures. 


- Dec. 15, 2007 


o 


his Dutch 


Kouchner 


change in wind direction that can 
throw a plane off course but then 
disappear just as quickly, leaving 
pilots struggling to keep the jet 
under control. 
‘Sundays fight from Bangkok 
was approaching Phuket airport 
in driving rain and wind when it 
slammed onto the runway before 
breaking up and skidding into a 
‘wooded embankment in flames. 
Itwas carrying 123 passengers 
and seven crew, of whom a total 
41 escaped. The death toll in- 
cluded up to 57 foreigners. 
Chaisawasd Kittipompaiboon, 
who is leading the transport mi 
istry's crash investigation, said in 
some cases it took up to three 
years to determine the cause. 


WASHINGTON—THE PEN- 
tagon reported to Congress on 
Monday that political progress 
in Iraq remains stalled despite a 
surge in US forces, and warned 
that improvements in security 
мете not enough to win the 
war. 

The quarerly report to 
Congress on stability and security 
in Iraq said the surge had led to 
improvements in security, includ- 

a drop in sectarian killing and 
civilian casualties and а down- 
ward trend in attacks. 

But it said, "Improved security 
and stability is not enough to win 
the counterinsurgency. Political 
progress must also be achieved to 
reinforce апі complement 
progress in securing the Iraqi pop- 
ulation.” “There has been little 
national-level political progress in 
passing key legislation and imple- 
menting government reform,” it 
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He said they were compiling 
evidence from the black box- 
es—which are due to be sent to 
the US for analysis this week—as 
well as aircraft instruments and 
the voice recording between the 
pilot and the control tower. 

“1 cannot pinpoint the cause of 
the accident. At this moment we 
are still compiling information 
from various sides," he told АЕР 

“Wind shear is counted (as a 
possible cause) as it put sudden 
pressure on the aircraft body" he 
added. 

Udom Tantiprasongchai, pres- 
ident of budget carrier One-Two- 
Go operating the doomed plane, 
admitted the airline bore some 
responsibility for the crash. 


lence that exacerbates those divi- 
sions.” The report said the most 
promising political developments 
‘were at the local level, where the 
US military is pursuing a so-called 
“bottom up" approach to reconcil- 


told reporters. 


changing," he said. 


jation with Sunni insurgents dis- 
enchanted with al-Qaida. 

The findings generally tracked 
with presentations to Congress 
last week by Gen. David Petraeus, 
who proposed a gradual draw- 
down of US surge forces by July 
2008 on the strength of the im- 


“It is too soon to jump to con- 
clusions, it is unfair to our staff. 
Please wait until the investiga- 
tion is finished. But definitely itis 
partially our responsibility,” he 
Kajit Habanananda, vice рге 
dent of One-Two-Go, said the pi- 
lot had been warned about the 
wind, but urged investigators not 
to assume that human error was 
to blame for what was Thailand's 
worst air disaster in a decade. 
Ts true that there was а 
warning of wind shear from the 
previous flight,” Kajit told AFP. 
“But the wind is constantly 


He urged people to wait for 
the results of the probe. ‘As of 


now, I cannot speculate. No one 
knows the truth." The pilots son, 
meanwhile, said senior officials 
at the airline told him that his fa- 
ther had asked for permission to 
return to the capital Bangkok but 
was told to land, according to the 
Indonesian newspaper Tempo. 

"Arief had the time to ask the 
authorization to go back to 
Bangkok and abort landing in 
Phuket airport because of un- 
friendly weather” but the air 
traffic control tower said he 
should land, Agung Bayu Hang- 
gono told the newspaper. 

Civil aviation officials have al- 
зо previously said the pilot of the 
MD-82 had received permission 
toabortat the last minute, AFP 


Security improvements not enough 
to win war.inJra 


палез 


proved security. 

‘The report said Iraq's provinces 
are now scheduled to be trans- 
ferred to Iraqi control by July, but 
it warned of delays due weak- 
nesses in Iraqi police forces. 

Currently 169,000 US troops 
are in Iraq. АЕР 


US-based Muslim charity 
accused of funding terrorists 


DALLAS—AS THE GOVERNMENT'S SIG- 
nature terrorism-financing trial moved to- 
ward a close here on Monday, federal pros- 
ecutors reaffirmed their charge that the 
largest Muslim charity in the United States 
‘was not simply trying to help poor Palestini- 
ans but was an arm of the radical Islamic 
group Hamas. 

The charity the Holy Land Foundation for 
Relief and Development, and five of its offi 
cers have been on trial here since July 16, 
charged with conspiracy, money laundering 
and providing financial support to a foreign. 
terrorist organization. 

‘The foundation, based in a Dallas suburb, 
raised more than $57 million before the gov- 
ernment closed it іп 2001, according to the 
prosecution, and sent $12.4 million to Pales- 
nien charities the government contends 
‘were controlled by Hamas. 


Prosecutors did not contend Monday that. 
the foundation directly financed suicide 
bombings or weapons purchases. Rather, its 
financial contributions to charities controlled 
by Hamas helped that group win the hearts 
and minds of Palestinians, said Barry Jonas, 
the Justice Department prosecutor who sum- 
marized the government's case for the jury on 
Monday. 

But the defense, which began its summa- 
tion Monday afternoon, argues that the foun- 
dation never gave money to banned groups 
and took steps to distance itself from politics 
and to try to make sure it complied with US 
laws. 

In December 2001, President Bush an- 
nounced that he was freezing the Holy Land 
Foundation’s assets and said Hamas had “ob- 
tained much of the money it pays for murder 
abroad right here in the United States.” NYT 


New US attorney general 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT GEORGE 
W. Bush on Monday nominated as his new 
attorney general retired judge Michael 
Mukasey, who would inherit a US Justice 
Department beset by a series of scandals 
and low morale. 

“Tes a pivotal time for our nation and it's vi- 
tal that the position of attorney general be 
filled quickly I urge the Senate to confirm 
Judge Mukasey promptly” Bush said with 
Mukasey at his side in the White House Rose 
Garden. 
the president hoped the US Senate, controlled 
by Bush's Democratic foes, would confirm 
Mukasey to replace the scandal-stained Alberto. 
Gonzales before going into recess on Oct. 8. 

‘The US president, sorely weakened by the 
‘unpopular Iraq war, appeared to be skirting a 
possible showdown with the Democrats after 
Gonzales, a close Bush confidant, left the post 
under a cloud. 

Gonzales announced his departure in late 


| August, as Democratic and Republican critics 


alike charged that he lacked independence 
from the White House, was incompetent, hid 
the truth and may be guilty of perjury. 

‘A former top aide to Gonzales revealed ear- 
lier this year that she improperly used political 
criteria in hiring decisions, and Democrats 


PRESIDENT Bush (right) with nominee Mukasey. 


have been probing whether a mass purge of 
federal prosecutors was tied to political, not 
judicial, considerations. 

‘The nomination could have far-reaching 
implications for several pitched battles over 
Bush administration antiterrorism policies, 
like warrantless spying on US citizens. 

Democratic Majority Leader Harry Reid 
said Mukasey had “strong professional cre- 
dentials a reputation for independence" and 
suggested the former judge "knows how to say 
mo to the president when he oversteps the 
Constitution.” ‘AFP 
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Eagles for No. 2 slot \ 


Ateneo forced into playoff vs UST Tigers ох: 


Ateneo hotshot Chris Тїш. AUGUST DELACRUZ. 
By Musong В. Castillo. 


LA SALLE MADE ALL THE RIGHT PLAYS 
at the right time yesterday and Ateneo's 
Zion Laterre a basket that would have 
been heroic in another time, another 
game. 

‘The Green Archers highlighted their much 
ballyhooed return to the UAAP by upending 
the Eagles, 70-69, for the Мо. 2 seat in the 
stepladder semifinals of the men’s basketball 


tournament at the Araneta Coliseum. ® 2T" РДЕ! Ty 
Cholo Villanueva scored on a free throw 

split with 9.3 seconds left, and it proved tobe | : & DUD Player 

the marginal point for the Archers, who de- ; with Rack 

feated their blood rival Eagles for the first ime i vay геод маком. 

їп three tries this year—the most important purchase entes you o агае coupon. 

win to boot—to earn a tremendous edge in 5 


the race o the Finals. Ef 
JV Casio capped a 21-point performance Hows thru 


with a layup in the final 1:54 that gave La sie September 30 
Salle a 69-65 lead, and the Archers failed to y ав оза 
score until that Villanueva charity. 

But La Salle pulled out the win just the 
same as Laterre, mainly a stopper, got a sur- 
prise pass at the free throw line from Jai Reyes 
in the potential game-tying play by Ateneo. 

Instead of popping out a pass to anyone or 
stepping back be- 
yond the arc for a 
bucket that would tie 
the count, Laterre 
took—and made—a 
meaningless 
teardrop shot that 
left a tenth of a second on the clock and the 
Eagles with no chance to get the ball back. 

“I was really confident coming into this 
game,” said La Salle coach Franz Pumaren, 
surprisingly cool and emotionless despite 
coming off а thriller of a ballgame. "The man- 
ner in which we lost our last two games 
showed the character of this team. 


GAME SUNDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
3p.m—Ateneo 
vsUST 


‘Most relaxed atmosphere’ 

“To tell you frankly, I have coached in more 
than 120 games but this was the most relaxed 
atmosphere I have experienced,” he added. 
“Maybe it (No. 2 slot) was destiny on our part. Дел estas s ИШИН EE „эң 


А window was opened and we grabbed the 
opportunity" x 

Ateneo, which bungled its golden chance of * 
nailing the No. 2 slot outright by losing toalso- |f 1 $^: [s 
ran National U on Saturday, thus dropped into. fi "eg T: y. rj 
а KO game with defending champion Santo 4 ae 
‘Tomas, scheduled for Sunday, with the winner se 
advancing opposite the Archers and needing 
tobeat them twice to make the title series. 

The Growling Tigers extended their reign 
with a masterful 80-69 conquest of Far Eastern. 

‘Ateneo had control for most of the game, 
though no team led comfortably all through- 
out. La Salle, however, displayed more poise, 
composure and heart when winning time rican mn, jmn! 
e ЕЛ P "1799975 3 23 | AOD Bg, 
particular, rose to the challenge when called. is [o jj! 
Archer llad banned 

Meanwhile, the UAAP board last night 
came down hard on La Salle forward Brian 
Паб, who was slapped a five-game suspension 
on top of the automatic one-game ban for be- 
ing ejected after punching UE forward Mark 
Fampulme on Thursday 

‘That would mean the end of the UAAP ca- 
reer of the 6-foot-5 Пай, who is in his first year 
with the Green Archers but actually had con- 
sumed four years of eligibility in another 
league with the Philippine College of Crimi- 
nology, Пай served his automatic one-game 
ban yesterday. 

The board also urged supporters of all 
member schools to behave “with proper deco- 
rum and civility in cheering for their teams.” 

The scores: 

LASALLE 70—Caslo 21, Malerholer 19, Tang 10, Bara 9, 
‘Viva, Walsham 6, Ferdinand 2, Mangahas 2, Malabes 0, 
ins 0, Cua 0, Co 0. 

‘ATENEO 69—Long 1, Tu 10, Salamat 10, Laterre 9, rao 

,АН iini 7, Bac i, А & к 2 
ышын у ec ean eee 2 Ё ELS The періо place. 
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N'woods, Eastridge forge Fed golf title duel 


ROYAL NORTHWOODS OF BULACAN 
and Eastridge of Rizal pulled off scram- 
bling wins over their favored foes over 
the weekend to seal a championship du- 
elin the 2007 Federation Golf League. 

Northwoods reached the finals for the 
second time in four years, coming from 
behind to turn back second seed Ala- 
bang, 6-4, in their semifinal series. 

The 2004 champion Northwoods 
shoots for a second title against 
Eastridge, which stunned two-time 
champion and top seed Forest Hills in 


the other Final Four duel. 

Eastridge forged а 2.5-2.5 draw at 
Forest Hills then hacked out a 4-1 tri- 
umph at home to barge into the finals 
for the first time. 

Northwoods and Eastridge clash this 
weekend in another home-and-away 
showdown with the Bulacan squad 
picked as the odds-on favorite. 

At Eastridge, King Sumulong and 
Mike Kim delivered the first point forthe 
home team with a 6-and-5 victory in 
high-low, then Owen Lee and Ellery 
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Temena earned the second of three 
points Eastridge needed to win the 
match with a 4-and-3 win in best-ball. 
Rading Decipeda and Nick Kim deliv- 
ered the clinching point by finishing off 
their greensome opponents for a 2-and- 
1 win to secure Eastridge's finals stint 
and end Forest Hills bid to become the 
first team to win three titles. 
“Northwoods will be tough to beat 
but I think our victory over Forest Hills 
prepared us for the tie series,” said 
Eastridge team captain Erwin Temena. 


Alabang built a 3-2 lead at home on 
wins by Amel ParasFrancis Jimenez 
(greensome), Monto Briones-OV Espiri- 
tu (scramble) and Vic Guzman-Juan 
Ibazeta (aggregate). 

But three successive blowout victories 
set into motion the Northwoods rally 
with Sixto Sengson-Von Sarmiento post- 
ing a 6-and-4 win in best-ball, followed 
by similar 4-and-3 decisions forged by 
Amile Arteche-Danny Dalija and Rodel 
Mangulabnan-Choi Min Sik in the 
greensome and aggregate formats. 
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Top Cuban boxing coach 


Nat’l Open guest of honor 
OLYMPIC AND WORLD CHAMPION MAK- 
er Dr. Alcides Sagarra Caron has been In- 
vited as guest of honor in the 2007 Smart. 
National Open boxing championships slat- 
ed Sept. 30 to Oct. Cagayan de Ого. 
Caron, the man behind the success of 
Cuba's former Olympic champions such as 
Felix Savon, Teofilo Stevenson, Felix Bala- 
бо and Joel Casamayor, is to conduct sem- 
inars and clinics during the weeklong meet 
featuring 250 boxers from 35 teams. 


"Cuba is the No. 1 boxing country in the 
world, that's why we are inviting Dr. Carron 
as our guest of honor in ће Open so he 
could impart his boxing knowledge tous,” 
‘said Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines head Manny Lopez, who ap- 
peared In yesterday's PSA Forum at the 
Shakey's UN Avenue branch together with 
Misamis Oriental Gov. Oscar Moreno. 

"We are confident that the National 
Open wil be a resounding success," Gov. 
‘Moreno said in the same forum sponsored 
by Shakey's and Pagcor. 

Cagayan de Oro is home to Doha Asian 
Games gold medalist ойо Payla, 2005 
Southeast Asian Games gold medal winner 
Genebert Basadre and Roberto Jalnalz + 
who saw action in the 1992 Barcelona 
‘Olympics and won for the country a gold 
medal in the 1990 Beijing Asian Games, 


Razon bags taekwondo gold 
BERNARD RAZON, GOLD MEDALIST IN 
the World Taekwondo Culture Expo in 
‘South Korea in June, topped category 4-B 
of the 2007 Samsung Best of the Best Na- 
tional Taekwondo Championships at Glori- 
etta Activity Center in Makati on Sunday. 

The 12-year-old student of St. Louis 
College of Valenzuela beat Eugene Torres. 
of Powerhouse Batangas, 12-7, to пай 
Team Meycauayan's lone gold in the meet. 

The squad of coach Moben Angeles also 
‘won one silver and five bronze medals. 

Paul Dizon bagged the junior mid- 
dieweight gold while settling for bronze 
medals were Razon's sister Jhoanna (girls 
category 2); Jel Ramos (boys category 3); 
Jaimer Exconde (boys category 5); Evelyn 
Ferrer (giris category 6); and Geneve 
Castillo {junior feather). 


SM Cup bowling stakes РУМ 
ABOUT P5 MILLION IN TOTAL CASH 
prizes, including P500,000 for a perfect 
‘game, is at stake in the ongoing 7th SM 
Bowling Cup which ends on May 2008. 
Aside from cash prizes, national champl- 
ons will win a Nissan Sentra or X-Trail. 
Interested players may visitan SM Bowling 
Center at the following branches: Mall of 
Asia, Megamall, Fairview and Cebu. 


LGBA stagfest at SJC today 
ALL ROADS LEAD TO SAN JUAN COLISE- 
um today as the Luzon G: necock Breed- 
ers Association 7-Stag Derby series gets. 
under way at 11 a.m. with 120 fights. 

Today's elimination round is part of the 
‘ongoing search for the LGBA Gamecock 
Breeder of the Year 2007, according to 
LGBA president Rene "Boy" Diaz. 

Five participants posted three wins each 
Inthe Sept. 14 eliminations at Lucky 
Sports Complex. They are Nelson Uy, 
Ronald Puno, Alex Tang, Arman Santos 
and Paulo Hizon. 


Lions, Knights 
start battle for 
NCAA crown 


By Marc Anthony Reyes eliminations. But it did score one big highlight 
triumph in that phase, inflicting San Beda's 
Jone defeat, 70-69, in the first round. 

‘Lim, a member of the 1977-78 San Beda 
champion team, is hoping to hand his alma 
mater back-to-back titles right in his first try as 
collegiate coach. Koy Banal coached the Red 
Lions to the ttle last year. 

“Playing in the finals is totally different,” 
Lim said. “This is all about heart and the will to 
win.” 

Ironically it’s the rookieladen Knights 
which have so far showed bigger heart 
throughout the season. 

Letran tends to thrive when the game goes 
down the wire. The Lions have to prove their 
ability to play the crunch, but it is a dilemma 
that Lim will gladly accept—the Lions have 
won by an average of 16 points so far 

As far as Letran coach Louie Alas is con- 
сетей, whichever teams takes Game 1 is like- 
lytowrap up the tide. 

“Ina short series like this, Game 1 is very im- 
portant,” said Alas, who masterminded the 
Knights 2003 and 2005 championship run. 
“з going to be tough because мете up 
against a very strong opponent." 


HISTORY UNDERPINS THE RENEWAL 
of the rivalry between San Beda and Le- 
tran when they start their NCAA men's 
basketball best-of-three championship 
series today at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Its the first time in 57 years that the two 
squads will actually meet in the finals. 

‘The last time they met, Letran’s squad was 
famously referred to as Murder Inc. for the 
way it crushed rivals, Lauro Mumar was the 
First Knight and Caloy Loyzaga was the alpha 
male of the Red Lions pride. 

‘As intriguing as the match-up is, San Beda 
coach Frankie Lim nonchalantly brushes off 
the idea that this is an important chapter in 
both schools history 

"This is ће finals and you can throw every- 
thing, the records, history and statistics out the 
window,” said San Beda coach Frankie Lim. 

‘And rightly so. Things have changed since 
both schools marched straight to the final 
dance. For starters, the defending champion 
Red Lions have mowed down the field on the 
way to a 13-1 record. 


SAN BEDA's Ogie Menor draws a foul from Letran’s Andro Quinday in 
Letran? It has slogged its way through the 


the two squads’ first-round meeting won by the Knights. осдтоалсад 


9,25 World darts tilt 
RP qualifier 
unfurls Friday 


THE COUNTRY'S TOP DARTERS SEE ACTION 
starting Friday in the P100,000 Chris Sports 
Philippine Qualifier for the World Darts Cham- 
pionship at the Festival Mall in Alabang. 

The three-day tournament, organized by 
the National Dart Foundation of the Philip- 
pines in cooperation with Solar Sports, will se- 
lect the country's representative to the $1.1- 
million world championship slated Dec. 17 to 
Jan. 1, 2008 in Alexandra Palace, Britain. 

The national qualifier, sponsored by Rob- 
son Spectra, Line Pro, Tanduay, and 


"PAUL del Rosario shows the power of his Kawasaki 
Ultra 250Х machine in ruling the Expert 1200 race. 


Del Rosario wins 4th rider plum 


sown) 
Mad- 


PAUL DEL ROSARIO COMPLETED A 
season sweep in the premiere Expert 
1200 Open Unlimited at the recent 
2007 Petron-JSAP National Jet Ski Se- 
ties championship leg off the Water- 
front at the Subic Bay Metropolitan 
Authority to capture his fourth Rider 
ofthe Year award 

Sammy Boy Parilla likewise pulled 
off a sweep in the Novice 4-Strokes 
class to clinch the Novice Rider of the 
Year crown. 

Del Rosario also took the Rider of 
the Year award with back-to-back 
wins in 1999-2000 and shared the 
championship with BJ Ang last year. 


He bested Mike Mangio and Ang 
using a stock Kawasaki Ultra 250X, 
the same hull he will be using in the 
2007 World Jet Ski Finals set Oct. 6-14 
in Lake Havasu, Arizona. 

Del Rosario also emerged champi- 
on in the Stand-up class over Peter 
Cruz, Yanik Elnar and Mike Mangio. 

Parilla tumed back Jam Mangio 
and Robbie David of Team Zuave in 
the final Novice races. 

Parilla was three points behind 
David before the final leg but quickly 
grabbed pole position at the start of 
the finals. David struggled to shake off 
Mangio all throughout the race. 


Mangio clinched the Female Rider 
of the Year title over Abby Reyes. 

Other winners were Yanik Elnar, 
who took the Open Sport crown over 
Alex Isip and Paul Buendia; Bobby del 
Rosario, Executive class winner over 
Joey Millionado and David; and Team 
Zuaves Butch Casido, who clinched 
the Novice 2-Strokes crown over Alex 
Isip and Dax Figueroa. 

Dong Arcilla, president of the orga- 
nizing Jet Sports Association of the 
Philippines, was elated over the suc- 
of the 2007 season under the 
stewardship of race director Milliona- 
do and chief marshal Jeremy Chua. 


Questor, and supported by Inguinen Publi- 
cations, Negros Navigation and Gameworx, 
kicks off with an open tournament at 5 p.m. 
on Friday with the 16 qualifiers joining the 
top 16 NDFP-ranked players and four wild 
cards from affiliated dart federations. 

The round-robin elimination of the quali- 
fier starts at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday. 

The qualifier also includes a P15,000 
Classified Draw Doubles on Saturday start- 
ing at 6 p.m. and the P20,000 Classified 
Draw Triples on Sunday at 3 p.m. 

The Philippines is one of the world cham- 
pionships’ four qualifiers along with India, 
Russia, and a country in Eastern Europe, ac- 
cording to NDFP president Tito Soncuya. 


oma (6), Beve- 
пап Queen (3), 
Think Tark (0, BY TOP CHOICE 
Gating Beter (2) 

faex Ry Pease Dort Sp (1 sete 

Dancer (4 Dey (9) Кей Gaze (3) 

Raca 3- (Ori —Notting Impossble (3), Hand- 
Picked (5) Наз Coming (4), Money For ap (8) 
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Race S-F ngay ingay (9), 
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BMI Baby (5), War Bird (B) 
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Mirade Music (6), Lady Beware (2) 
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teruel Beauyisde Express (4), Cool ОО (7), 
Yao Man (2) 
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Powder (2), Words of Joy (1), Masado (3), 
Singray (6), Spoed Bulet (12) 


LOS ANGELES—GOING BY ESTAB- 
lished pre-fighr facts—if not by the tale 
of the tape—make believe, like love, will 
have to reign in order for Marco Antonio 
Barrera to corner enough bets in the Will 
to Win card in Las Vegas on Oct. 6. 

Of course, there will be fanatical Mex- 
icans who will put tequila money on the 
Baby-faced Assassin, but they are ex- 
pected to do so only with caution and re- 
luctance. 

In fact, not a few Manny Pacquiao fa- 
natics have been taunting Barrera on the 
website for deluding himself that he 
could still avenge his 2003 knockout loss 
to the raging Filipino boxing superhero, 


‘These Pacman fans love to say Bar- 
rera has only two chances: Slim and 
none! 

We all have heard that dig before. 

Not truly original, although it tin- 
Мез with some relevance this time. 

But, mind you, Barrera, 33, has 


Barrera, Sulaiman: A chance at relevance 


greater chances than what Pacquiao 
diehards wanted to believe. 


So you really wanted to know who's 
the sure loser this early? 

The World Boxing Council (WBC), 
‘who else? All for the simple fact that no 
official belt will be at stake in Pacquiao- 
Barrera Il. 

That goes without saying that the 
‘WBC will be deprived of the enormous 
sanctioning fee. 

Barrera earlier lost his WBC super 
featherweight belt to Juan Manuel Mar- 
quez; Pacquiao has his version of the 
WBC International ttle. 

But its clear that dumping the Inter- 
national belt, as the eminent Larry Mer- 
chant had always insisted, would not de- 
prive the monumental rematch of ex- 
Gitement and glitter. 

Anyway, based on his golden worth, 
Pacquiao definitely deserves a bigger 


Bare EYE 


Recab Trinidad _ 


take, bigger than the $2-million purse 
being bruited about. 

However, it’s also easy to believe 
claims that Oscar De La Hoya and Bob 
‘Arum, back in each other’s arms, have 
conspired to shortchange Pacquiao. 

These claimaints have been saying 
that Pacquiao, after all, has already 
gotten a whopping cash advance— 
$500,000 from Golden Boy and $1 
million from Top Rank—when the 
Pacman went bang, bang and signed 
left and right fight contracts with both 
De La Hoya and Arum—in that order. 


This issue had even led to unfounded 
daims that Pacquiao was thinking of 
pulling out. 

Well, the official word is that Pacquiao 
et al. are scheduled to plane back to Los 
Angeles on Saturday, first day of Fall 
here, for the final push in preparations 
for the Oct. 6 blockbuster in Las Vegas. 

Everything is certain that Pacquiao is 
honoring his commitment like a tue 
gentleman. 

However, maybe this need not be 
asked, but will Don Jose Sulaiman, the 
WBC big boss, still bother to be at ring- 
side now that not even an old WBC 
necktie will be at stake in the rematch? 

You see, Don Jose had expressed 
concern after Pacquiao went down 
with the flu early in his Cebu training. 

Sulaiman, once labeled as the pon- 
tiff of pugilism, in wishing Pacquiao 
well, insisted great champions should 
always be properly protected for their 


reign to last and prosper. 

That said, it's easy to believe Su- 
laiman would fly to Manila next 
month for the 45th WBC Convention 
atthe historic Manila Hotel. 

He was there last in 1996 when 
Luisito Espinosa successfully defend- 
ed his WBC featherweight crown at 
the Luneta against Cesar Soto. 

Don Jose may also fulfill his wish to be 
reunited with Erbito Salavarria, whom 
he calls one of the finest flyweights ever 
towin a world crown. 

But, more than this, the WBC presi- 
dent could make his return to Manila 
truly significant if he makes а call and 
declaration on the setting up of boxing 
schools for a people that basks in фе 
greatness ofits boxing heroes. 

Sorry, space has again run out, so the 
details of that Sulaiman winning formu- 
la will be revealed in a succeeding col- 
umn. 
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NEW YORK—HIDEKI MATSUI 
broke out of a slump with a go- 
ahead homer, and Phil Hughes won 
his second straight start with help 
from a bullpen that escaped two 
bases-loaded jams as New York 
downed Baltimore, 8-5, Monday. 

‘Alex Rodriguez tied his career 
high of 142 RBIs, Doug 


FW fate 
т 
POPULAR 
fashion designer 
Marc Ecko, 
known for 
makinga dent on 
the hip-hop. 
market, shows. 
off the ball that 
will soon— 
depending on 
your vote— 
eitherbe / 
inducted into 
the Hall of Fame, ` 

possibly with an 
asterisk, or sent 
" Into orbit among 
the stars in space. 


BONDS BALL 


LOS ANGELES—MARC ECKO, 
who bought Barry Bonds’ record- 
breaking homerun ball for 
$752,467 dollars, has invited the 
public to decide the artifact’s fate. 

Ecko, a fashion designer known 
for publicity stunts, launched a web- 
site asking people to vote for one of 
three choices—giving the ball to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame, branding the 
ball with an asterisk to denote the 
steroid suspicions that surround 
Bonds and then giving it to the Hall, 

sor blasting it into space. 
Ecko, who bought the ball in an 


tkiewicz hit a two-run single, 
Robinson Cano had an RBI double, 
Jorge Posada got three hits and 
Bobby Abreu drove in two runs as 
New York waited out an inconsis- 
tent Daniel Cabrera (9-17). 

Derek Jeter singled and doubled, 
passing Bernie Williams for fourth 
place on the club's career list with 


‘Hall-of-Fame’ it with an asterisk 
or blast it to space? It's your vote 


on-line auction that closed on Satur- 
day, says he will abide by the out- 
come of the voting, which will end 
оп Sept. 25. 

"We all have opinions about this 
ball," Ecko said in an opening state- 
ment posted on the website, 
‘www.vote756.com. "Some feel itis 
a piece of history that belongs in the 
Hall of Fame. Others believe it is the 
embodiment of cheating culture. 
bought this baseball to democrati 
the debate over what to do with it 
and allow the public to decide." 

Bonds pursuit of Hank Aaron's 


SPORTS 
Yankees turn back Orioles 


2,337 hits. The Yankees improved 
to a season-best 22 games over 
500. 

In Toronto, Frank Thomas hit 
three home runs to lift the Toronto 
Blue Jays over the Boston Red Sox, 
6-1, raising his total to 512 and ty- 
ing Ernie Banks and Eddie Mathews 
for 18th on the career list AP 


all-time record of 755 career home 
runs, which had stood for more 
than 30 years, had polarized base- 
ball fans thanks to the unproven 
doping allegations that have dogged 
the Giants slugger 

‘Matt Murphy, who caught the 
Bonds’ ball on Aug. 7, says hell vote 
to send the object to Cooperstown 
without an asterisk. 

“Until he (Bonds) is proven guilty, 
this ball is both prestigious and histo- 
ту” Murphy 21, told the San Francis- 
со Chronicle in a telephone interview 
fromhishome inNew York. АЕР 
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Upbeat RP stars 
kick off Asian 
chess campaign 


By Roy Luarca 


MANDAUE CITY—FORGET ABOUT THE 
ratings; the Filipino players are deter- 
mined to topple their touted foreign ri- 
vals when the 6th Asian Individual Chess 
Championships begin at the Cebu Inter- 
national Convention Center here. 

Though no local woodpusher is ranked 
among the top 10, Grandmaster Eugene Torre. 
believes the Filipinos have good chances of 
barging into the elite group that will advance 
to this year's World Chess Cup slated Nov. 22- 
Dec.18 in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia. 

"This tournament is tough,” said Torre. "But. 
welll do our best to perform beyond our seed- 
ing and represent the country in the World 
cup” 

Grandmaster Rogelio "Joey" Antonio, fresh 
off a victory in the Michigan Open early this 
month, concurred with Torre, adding that 
they have prepared hard for this $40,000 
tournament. 

‘The Philippine challenge got an unexpect- 
ed boost when GM Mark Paragua cut short his 
campaign in the United States and arrived in 
Manila Monday night to join the 11-round 
championships being hosted by the country 
forthe first time, 

Attention will be focused on teen sensation 
Wesley So, who wound up board 1 gold 
medalist in last month's World Under 16 
Olympiad held in Singapore. 

The 13-year-old So, also the reigning 
Philippine Open champion, is eyeing his sec- 
ond GM result with fellow Intemational Mas- 
ter and Turin Chess Olympian Oliver Dimakil- 
in 

Spearheading the foreign invasion are Su- 
per GMs Nia Hua (Elo 2681), Zhang Pengxi- 
ang (Elo 2649) and Wang Hao (Elo 2624) of 
China and Super GM Ehsan Ghame Maghami 
(Elo 2610) of Iran. 

Indian GM Surya Shekhar Ganguly (Elo 


2586) is ranked fifth, 

Followed by m- 
donesian GM Шш 
Adianto (Blo 2583), 
Chinese GM Xu Jun. 
(Elo 2574), Chinese 
GM Zhou Jiangchao 
(Ho 2572), Indian 
GM Chanda Sandi- 
pan (Elo 2563) and 
Chinese GM Zhao 
Jun (Elo 2558). 

Torre, the only Fil 
ipino to reach the 
quarterfinals of the 
World Champi- 
onships, totes an Elo of 2536, towing along 
Antonio (Elo 2532) and Paragua, who has 
slipped to 2530 after breaking the 2600-barri- 
erlast year 

Also expected to contend are So (Еб 
2516), Dimakiling (Elo 2500), IM Julio Catal- 
ino Sadorra (Elo 2421), IM Ronald Bancod; 
Hamed Nouri, and Barlo Nadera. 

‘The Chinese and Indian contingents are ex- 
pected to arrive in Manila Tuesday night in time 
for Wednesday's 2 p.m. opening ceremonies. 

Cebu Gov Gwen Garcia and National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines president Pros- 
pero "Butch" Pichay will do the ceremonial 
moves 

Also expected to attend are (World Chess 
Federation) Fide honorary lifetime president 
Florencio Campomanes, Fide general secre- 
тагу Ignatius Leong, former NCTP president 
Go Teng Kok, NCFP secretary general and. 
‘Tagaytay City Mayor Abraham “Bambo?” To- 
Tentino and sports patron Boojie Lim. 

Unable to come due to pressing commit- 
ments, Fide president Kirsan llyumzhinov will 
be gracing the closing ceremonies instead on: 
Sept. 29. The tournament is nacked by the De- 
partment of Tourism, Pagcor Sports and: 
Crown Regency Mandaue. 
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Subcompact Sedan of the Year 


It's playtime! Go sporty. Get young. Get behind the wheels of the SUZUKI SWIFT. 
Take а cut away from he ordinary with its eye-catching looks, sparkling performance, 
nimble handling, and an upbeat interior that's as practical as it s stylish. 


Drive now and hava some serious fun. 


<3 SUZUKI 


2007 EDITORS' PICKS 


‘Subcompact of the Year 


Way of Life! 


METRO MANILA 
били AUTO COMMONWEALTH 
Prince Motor Corporation 
5122011010 

28820111306. 
Suzuki AUTO 
Wess ne. 


SUZUKIAUTO Ensa 


SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN 
Matix Motor Corporation 
port 


cabo reus 


SUZUKI AUTO МАКАТ 
Heriborg Motor Corporation 


016-4007 010-17307010:1737 
Tres 

MANLABAY SUZUKI AUTO QUEZON AVE. 
Sunny Motors Group, Inc. 


smagt ran. 


suzuiauro SHAW 
Tto Shaw Notor 
Pinza Corp. 

736-1034 1995 


PROVINCIAL 
Suzuki AUTO BACOLOD 
‘Automall Molor Salos 
(094) 4300292 


‘SUZUKI AUTO CABANATUAN 
Panca Mator Corporation 
0464635248 4534080 


иги AUTO CEBU 
Cobu Autocentale Cop. 
зә) 40-20927 248.0853, 


SUZUKI AUTO DAVAO 
tora Davao Corporation 
(012) 233-140 /294.0380 
BUZUK AUTO DAGUPAN 
Amianan Motors 

1075) 517-1717 aena 0909 


SULUK AUTO LOLO. 
"ilo Car Corp. 
099) 320-0201 808-2777 


SUZUKIAUTOLAGUNA 
reza Monar Sak 
0210208781 

оа 

SUZUKIAUTO LEGASPI 
aam Motos 

(054) 472-577 1 7914723050 


‘SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA 
Ролу Cars, me. 


Sis р (48) 0505071 /961-9572 


SUZUKI AUTO ZAMBOANGA 
Areal Манар Inc. 

052)o91-52 r601-108. 
erw.surukl.com.ph 
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LA. CAR ACCESSORIES 
In P7 4 ў 
Super i 
Б 

Php 8,999.00 SCEA- 


PRICE 


INSTALLATION & LASER ALIGNMENT 
18 MONTHS WARRANTY FOR ALL CARS 


TINT ROOM 
AIRCONDITIONED • DUST FREE 
JM, SOLARGARD, SUNGARD, RIKECOOL, PLATINUM, ec. 


7280 Mayapls сог Malugay St, San Antonio Vil, Makati City 
Tel. nos. 817-8617 » 813-2338 » Cel. по: 0917-8178617 
Website: wew-LAcaraccessories.com 


HOME OF 


Yap nails Asian 


FILIPINO ARCHER EARL BENJAMIN YAP BEAT A 
world-ranked South Korean in a nerve-wrack- 
ing shootout to win the men’s compound gold 
in the 15th Asian Archery Championships in Xi- 
an, China recently. 

Yap, the continents No. 1 compound archer, 
nipped world No. 6 Kim Dong-kyu, 116-114, to be- 
come the first Filipino to bag an Asian champi- 
onship gold. 

A total of 39 archers from 12 countries vied for 
honors in the competition held Sept. 14 to 20 in 
the ancient Chinese city . 

On the way to the finals, Yap overwhelmed a 
Hong Kong archer, 114-98, and Iran's Parvis Maib- 


Спі тав Comes 


Ф 


di, 107-104, in the preliminaries; Majid Ahmadi, al- 
so of Iran, 111-109, in the quarterfinals; and still 
another Iranian, world No. 10 Resa Zamaninejad, 
113-112, in the semifinals. 

Yap battled Kim to a 29-29 tie after the first end of 
the finals. 

‘The Filipino moved ahead by 3 points after 
the Korean bungled a shot in the second end, 
but saw his lead cut to 2 at the end of the 
third end, 

Yap sewed up the gold by matching 
Kim's perfect fourth and final end with 
3Xs. 

Marc Anthony Reyes. 


C 
dj armersPlaza 


cold 
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YAP: RP's first Asian 
championship winner. 


CdO runner 
rules city’s 
triathlon leg 


LOCAL RUNNER NEIL CATIIL TOPPED 
the Cagayan de Oro leg of the 2007 Speedo 
national Age Triathlon series with a time of 
one hour, 35 minutes and 10 seconds over a 
record field of 97 participants. 

Coming out 10th from the swim event, 
the 21-year-old Catiil grabbed the lead in 
the bike portion and held on with lots to 
spare in the run phase of the 1-km swim, 
30-km bike and 7.5-km run event held at 
the Chali Beach Resort. 

He bested contestants from his province, 
Bukidnon, Cebu, Pampanga, Davao and 
nearby towns of Agusan in the race orga- 
nized by the САО Triathlon group of Al 
Manaloto and Manolet Barrera. 

Adolfo Minoza finished second in 
1:38.28 and Roy Janubas third (1:42.30). 

The NAGT series moves to Los Вайоз, La- 
guna on Sept. 29 and to Ayala Alabang Vil- 
lage on Oct. 14 for the final leg. 

‘Other winners: Davao's Peter Vicino (19 and below), 
Себи Sarabosing Dax Corp (25-29 years old), Rex An- 
thony Vitor (30-34), Roy Janubas (36-39), Minoza (40- 
44), Атазіасо Вита! (45-49), Ralf Veers (50-54), Jose 
Santos (55-59), Leslle Herrero (female 19 and below), 
Marie Grace Bascon (femala 20-24), Lulani Grace Deleste 
(female 30 and above) and Temario/Sanchez (team relay) 


Lions keep 
UCAA semis 
hopes alive 


GAMES TODAY (Olivarez Sports Complex) 
10 ат, РВА vs Las Piñas College 
11:30 ал, Olivarez College vs EAC 

p/m. ACSAT vs St. Francis 
2:30 p.m. UCN vs La Salle-Dasma 


LAS PIÑAS COLLEGE BEAT ST. FRAN- 
cis of Assisi College, 62-55, to stay in 
contention for a Final Four seat in the 
6th Universities and Colleges Athletic 
Association (UCAA) men’s basketball 
tournament at the Olivarez College 
Sports Complex. 

Triples from RJ Terez and Jonas Kin- 
tanar with 7:50 to go in the third canto 
keyed the Blue Lions’ assault as they 
grabbed a 33-29 advantage en route to 
their fourth straight victory 

LPC now shares fourth spot (6-4) 
with Philippine School of Business Ad- 
ministration, which pummeled La 
Salle-Dasmariñas, 81-68. 

Asian College of Science and Tech- 
nology turned back Olivarez College, 
81-76, to join St. Francis on top at 8-2. 


Ateneo vs DLSZ 
in UAAP jr finals 


THE DE LA SALLE ZOBEL JUNIOR ARCHERS 
knocked off the Far Eastern University Baby 
Tamaraws, 67-61, to arrange a title clash with 
defending champion Ateneo Blue Eaglets in 
the UAAP junior basketball division. 

DLSZ was the 2005 champion—its first 
after 50 years—but was unable to defend 
its crown last year because of La Salle's sus- 
pension. 

Coach Boris Aldeguer said the finals will 
be an exciting one because as will be the 
first time they will cangle with arch rival 
Ateneo in the finals. 

The best-of-three series will begin at 9 a.m. 
оп Saturday at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

The Junlor Archers roster: ally Andaya, Gabby Al- 
bano, Collin Buckley, Gwayne Capacio, Joshua Cruz, Nico 
Elorde, Jerlc Fortuna, Archi Go, Alki Herrera, Jed 
Manguerra, Massh! Okubo, Mike Pardo, Martin Ro- 
diguez, Joshua Webb and Roy Yap. 
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Shares drop 0.5% 

SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 0.5 
percent lower as investors took profits, 
‘staying cautious just ahead of the United 
States Federal Reserve's decision on in- 
terest rates, dealers said. 

The spike in crude oil prices to a record 
peak above $81 a barrel also renewed 
concerns about energy costs, they added. 

The Philippine composite index closed 
down 17.68 points at 3,289.75. The all- 
share index fell 12.63 points to 2,074.94. 

‘There were 87 decliners and 26 gain- 
ers, while 42 stocks were flat. 

Volume totaled 3.6 billion shares worth 
P3.7 billion ($79.7 milion) 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. ended up P5 at P2,710, off the day's 
high of P2,730. Shares in Ayala Corp. 
ended flat at P492.50. 

Investors also locked in gains in 
Metropolitan Bank Trust Co., which fell 50 
centavos to P50.50. San Miguel Corp.'s A 
shares retreated P1 to P59.50, while its B 
shares fell P1 to РВ0. AFP 


Improved tax collection leads gov't to post budget surplus 
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Opec move to boost output 


seen to be too little, too late 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES TOPPED $81 A BARREL FOR 
the first time on Tuesday, setting another record high amid 
fears of critically tight supplies for the winter season in the 


United States. 

Opecs announcement last week 
that it would pump an extra 500,000 
barrels per day from November has 
failed to stop the surge in price, with 
some analysts predicting it could 
keep soaring to $85 and beyond. 

New York’s main futures contract, 
light sweet crude for October deliv- 
ery, jumped 55 cents to $81.12 in Sin- 
gapore trade at 0335 GMT. 

Тһе jump followed a run overnight 
in New York, when the contract 
spiked $1.47 to $80.57 per barrel af- 
ter an earlier intra-day high of 80.70. 

“The door to 80 has been opened,” 
said Victor Shum, senior principal at 
Purvin and Gertz Inc. energy consul- 
tants in Singapore. 

He said the mood had changed 
Monday as speculators drove up the 
price over concerns about tight sup- 
ply in the winter months 

“In the near-term, the market 
has limited downside supply 


RP exports now less vulnerable to currency swings 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE IMPACT OF CURRENCY 
swings on the export perfor- 
mance of emerging economies in 
East Asia, particularly the Philip- 
pines, is on the wane, according 
to the Asian Development Bank 
In its new study, ADB suggest- 
ed that any movement in the ex- 


change rate would not affect ex- 
ports from East Asia as much as it 
used to, adding that the emerg- 
ing economies have become less 
vulnerable to risks. 

The ball game now, according 
to ADB, has shifted to production 
capacity. 

The report on export dynamics 
in East Asia, which appeared in 


risks," he said. 

Brent North Sea crude for Novem- 
ber delivery was 30 cents higher at 
$77.28 a barrel. 

Abdalla Salem El-Badri, chiefof the. 
Organization of the Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (Opec), said Friday 
that $80 a barrel for oil did not reflect 
the current supply and demand situa- 
tion. 

But Goldman Sachs analysts said 
the Opec decision to boost output 
came too late to keep prices down. 

"We believe that this will be too lit- 
tle, too late, barring an outright col- 
lapse in demand, and now expect in- 
ventories to draw to critical levels this. 
winter" they wrote in an analyst 
note. 

They said they were raising their 
yearend 2007 price forecast to $85 
per barrel, “with a high risk of a spike 
above $90 per barrel,” and said crude 
could hit $95 by the end of next year. 


the ADB publication Asian Devel- 
‘opment Outlook, noted that the 
extent of real exchange rate links 
varied across the nine economies 
of East Asia—China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Sin- 
gapore, Taiwan, Thailand and 
the Philippines. 

"In general, the real exchange 
rate has the least impact on the 


E-mail: business@inquirer.com.ph 


US dollar 
per barrel 


Hairloss 
Stops At 
Svenson 


92-HAIR 


Shum said there were “widespread 
worries" over the Goldman Sachs re- 
port. 

“The mood got a lot more bullish,” 
he said. 

London-based analysts, the Centre 
for Global Energy Studies, said Mon- 
day that the world “will remain short 
of oil, and prices will continue to rise" 
unless Opec put enough crude onto 
the market at prices to attract buyers. 

Investors are worried that crude 
supplies are inadequate to meet de- 
mand as winter approaches in the 


Philippines expor 
pactis greatest in 
study said 

with the fact that 


concentrated in 


“This is consistent 


ports and imports have been 
dominated by parts and compo- 
nents over the past decade. The 
Philippines’ exports are heavily 


United States, the world’s biggest en- 
ergy consumer, and other countries in. 
the Northern Hemisphere. 

Concerns spiked after the US De- 
partment of Energy reported last 
Wednesday that US crude inventories 
fell by a sharper-than-expected 7.1 
million barrels during the previous 
week 

The drop was almost three times 
steeper than market expectations and 
came as the closure of several US re- 
fineries in the path of Hurricane 
Humberto also pressured prices. AFP 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
posted a budget surplus of P13.9 
billion in August due to improved 
tax collection by major revenue 
agencies. 

‘The Department of Finance yes- 
terday reported that the surplus for 
the month was a result of the 


P117.1 billion in revenue collected 
and P103.2 billion in expenditures. 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves said the surplus for August 
suggested that the government 
could keep its full-year fiscal target 
of limiting the budget deficit to only 
P63 billion, better than the P63.8 
billion posted last year. 

But the surplus in August was 


short of the target of P15.4 billion 
set by the Development Budget Co- 
ordination Committee—the agency 
tasked to program the governments 
economic and fiscal goals. 

But according to Teves, what 
matters is the attainment of the offi- 
cial quarterly and full-year goals, 
not the monthly targets. Не said 
that, so far, the government was 


be 


confident of attaining the goals of 
limiting the third quarter deficit to 
P22.692 billion and the full-year 
deficit to P63 billion. 

‘The surplus for August brought 
the government's cumulative bu 
get position to a deficit of P25.5 bi 
lion in the first eight months of the 
year—an improvement from the 
P39.4 billion incurred as of the first 


d 


Ata: а алаа 


seven months. 

"We are happy to see that our ef- 
forts to intensify revenue collection 
are gradually producing results,” 
‘Teves said in a press conference yes- 
terday. “With the continued imple- 
mentation of the action plans of the 
BIR (Bureau of Internal Revenue) 
and the BOC (Bureau of Customs), 
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The epitome of everything that characterises a Mercedes. 
The New Generation E-Class Estate. 


> Timeless elegance, almost legendary 
comfort and the highest possible degree 
of safety: these are the qualities which 
characterise the Mercedes-Benz E-Class 

iate.The powerful engines and the high 
quality Interior make even the longest 


* буй the E-Class Estate for as low 
Php 48,051 monthly and 
experience an equally effortless 
driving today 
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vesting nearly Pl 
billion in its maiden 


tosia, the project fea- 
tures 127 exclusive 


porean design. 
Sentosia 


velopment Inc. isin- Dubbed the Sen- ing a modern Singa- 
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rake Pads 
& Shoes 


For as long as you 


own the car 


*Quality Brake parts in stock and ready to fit today 

by specialist brake technicians, 
*Once fitted we will replace worn brake pads & shoes, 
for FREE for as long as you own the vehicle, 


‚сай us at 899-4472 to 74 for details 


Т. SOLUTIONS 
DESIGNED WITH ONE 
GOAL: SIMPLICITY. 


— 


Rapidé 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS. 


simplicity right out of the box. 


service and support. Innovation made 
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Quad-Core Intel? Xeon® Processor E5310 1.6GHz 
1066MHz FSB with 2x2MB L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 
168 (2 x 512MB) РС2-5300 667MHz ЕСС DDR2 SDRAM FBDIMM 
2x 250GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drives. 
З Years Parts and Labour, 9х5, On-Site, Next Business Day 
SRP: Php 101,500.00 
SORT STE AN TISAI SNES ETE чт. 


ee е 
вм system x3200 SATA зза) ааа = 


Dual-core Intel® Xeon® Processor 3040 1.86GHz 
2x 1MBL2 cache 

1GB (2 x 512MB) 667MHz PC2-5300 ECC DDR2 SDRAM 
IBM SATA RAID kit; supports RAID-O, 1 

2x 250GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drives 

1 Year Parts and Labour, 9x5, On-Site, Next Business Day 
SRP: Php 59,000.00 


Also available: 

IBM System x3200 SAS (4362125) 

Dual-core Intel® Xeon™ Processor 3040 1.86GHz, 2"1MB L2-cache 
1 x73GB 10K Hot-Swap SAS Hard Disk Drive 


SRP: Php 63,500.00 


li JBM System x3105 (434748A 56568665 Sa TEAL 
AMD Dual Core Opteron 1210 1.8Ghz Processor 

2x 1MB of L2 cache 

2x 5T2MB 667MHz PC2-5300 ECC DDR2 SDRAM 

1x 160GB Simple-Swap SATA Hard Disk Drive. 

1 Year Parts and Labour, 9x5, On-Site, Next Business Day 


SRP: Php38,500.00 
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condominium- dusters of duplex minutes away from 
LEGACY VENTU- townhouse project and quadruplex the SM Mall of Asia 
res Realty and De- nearthe Manila Bay. housing units, bear- and 15 minutes 


away from the do- 


Avail of our LIFETIME BRAKE WARRANTY 


Mid-sized businesses have enough challenges to face. Fortunately, IBM can give you a whole host of easy 
to implement, and even better, easy to own solutions. Choose from a range of IBM solutions that provide 
And if you're looking for a robust server solution, try IBM System x™ 
powered by Quad-Core Intel® Xeon® Processor. System x™ servers have proven server technologies to 
boost performance and expandability for your growing business—all with the backing of IBM's nationwide 
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BUSINESS 
Legacy Ventures pours P1B 
into maiden property project 


mestic and interna- 
tional airport. 
Legacy president 
Carlos Wilfredo 
Pineda yesterday 
said the units would 
be sold for about 
P52,000 per square 
meter or at least РВ 
million for a 161- 
square-meter unit, 
The property is 
seen appreciating by 
about 10 percent in a 
years бте бот 
turnover, Pineda said. 
Legacy is offering 
a guarantee that if 
the property fails to 
appreciate after one 
year, it will buy back 
the unit from the 
customer at the 
original price. 
Pineda also said 
the company will of- 
fer discounts espe- 
cially for cash pay- 
ments and in-house 
financing 
A total of 24 
units—that will con- 
stitute the first phase 
of the project —will be 
tumed over to the 
buyer by the end of 
November Another 
32 units will be tumed 
over to the buyers in 
December АЙ units 
will be completed by 
December 2008. 
Pineda ^ added 
that 
cost 
amount to 
P350 million. 


construction 
alone would 
about 
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Improved ... esses КР exports now less vulnerable to currency SWINGS кем 


ОҒ the P117.1 billion revenue 

From page Bl collected іп August, the BIR ac- chinery with a high reliance on pressed in a common currency. The reliance on primary and йу measures) as becoming more 
as well as the additional revenues counted for P79.6 billion. The imported components.” In contrast, the ADB said In- traditional manufactured exports important influences on the re- 
from privatization, we are confi- BOC accounted for P20.9 billion Тһе real exchange rate is а donesia had much greater product was possibly making Indonesian  gion's export performance than 
dent we will be able to sustain of total revenue for the month. broad summary measure of the diversification in its export basket exports more sensitivé to thereal movements in the real exchange 
this performance until the end of The Bureau of the Treasury and prices of one country relative to and had been slow in joining in- exchange rate, the ADB said. rate, as production networks of 
the year, and help us achieve our other offices accounted for there- the prices of another or to а temational production networks "Тһе results point to supply- multinational enterprises eX- 
target of keeping the budget maining P16.6 billion. group of countries, both ex- ofmultinational enterprises. side variables (production capac- pand,” the ADB said. 
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I-Remit opens 
office in Vienna 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FINANCIAL SERVICES FIRM I-REMIT INC. 
(Remit) yesterday said it had opened an 
office in Vienna, Austria to expand its reach 
in Europe. 

‘The move is part of iRemit’s efforts to en- 
hance strategic marketing alliances and ini- 
tiatives in countries thickly populated by 
Filipinos, 

The Filipino population in Austria was 
estimated at 30,000, composed mainly of 
female nurses and their families. The com- 
pany said this was expected to further ex- 
pand. 

The new iRemit office is located at the 
heart of the city, between the Philippine 
Embassy and St. Stephen's Cathedral 
where most Filipinos congregate. It is also a 
popular tourist area. 

Since it entered the market in 2001, 
iRemit has successfully grown its business 
by providing a more efficient and reliable 
service to Filipinos at very competitive 
rates. 

iRemit has been expanding aggressively 
to reach a greater number of Filipinos over- 
seas and to provide them with first-class re- 
mittance services. 

The company now operates in 24 coun- 
tries, including those in Asia Pacific, Eu- 
rope, Middle East and North America. 
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Gov't to borrow P72B in 4th quarter 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT IS SCHEDULED TO 
borrow P72 billion from the domestic capi- 
tal market in the fourth quarter to complete 
its financing program for the entire year 

For the third quarter, the programmed do- 
mestic borrowings were set at P82 billion. 

Under its borrowing program for 2007; 
the government had targeted to raise 
P260.1 bil from the domestic capital 
market through the sale of treasury bills 
and bonds and another P130.7 billion from 
foreign sources. 

The government borrows money to fund 
expenditures that could not be covered by its 
revenues, and to pay maturing obligations. 

The government's budget deficit is expect- 
ed to reach only P63 billion this year, lower 
than last year's P64.8 billion. This means the 
bigger portion of government borrowings 
was earmarked for debt servicing. 

Foreign funds are raised through the 
flotation of sovereign bonds in the global 
market and tapping official development 
assistance from multilateral and bilateral 
institutions. 

‘The biggest sources of ODAs are the Japan 
Bank for Intemational Cooperation, the Asian 
Development Bank and the World Bank. 

Finance Undersecretary and acting Na- 
tional Treasurer Roberto Tan said the gov- 


ernment's domestic borrowings this year 
could be lower than the programmed 
P260.1 billion due to failed auctions for 
government securities in previous months, 

The government said that although tax 
collection agencies did not meet their tar- 
gets in the first semester, measures to im- 
prove tax collection in the second half and 
efforts to privatize state assets were seen to 
enable the country to hit meet its budget 
deficit projection. 


Bangko Sentral incurs P50B in forex losses 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
posted P50 billion in foreign exchange losses 
from January to July due to its buying of ex- 
cess US dollars in the system to temper the 
peso's appreciation, the central banks latest 
unaudited financial statement showed. 

In the first semester, the BSP's forex loss- 
es were placed at P32 billion and this 
widened further in July as it stepped up its 
buying operations in view of the continued 


strong inflows of remittances from overseas 
Filipinos and of foreign exchange invest- 
ments in the stock market. 

The forex losses—the biggest incurred by 
the BSP so far—translated to a net deficit of 
P39.2 billion for the central bank in the first 
seven months. The BSP posted a P7-billion 
net profit in the same period last year, 

But excluding the impact of foreign ех- 
change transactions, the BSP would have 
posted a net profit of P10.66 billion during 
the period. From January to July, its rev- 


enue amounted to P44.7 billion as against 
expenses worth P34.04 billion.. 

Since the start of the year, the BSP has been. 
heavily buying dollars at the spot foreign ex- 
change market to temper sharp foreign ex- 
change fluctuations even when the greenback 
had been on a downtrend. The peso has nev- 
ertheless risen by around 5 percent against the 
US dollar since the start of this year. 

The BSP's heavy dollar-buying resulted 
in the rise of the country's forex reserves, 
which hit $30 billion in end-August, 
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BIr rejects bids 
Jor 5-yr T-bonds 


THE GOVERNMENT RE- 
jected all bids for the five- 
year treasury bonds yester- 
day saying the market was 
seeking for absurdly high in- 
terest rates. 

Had the Bureau of the Trea- 
surys auction committee ac- 
cepted the bids, the rate forthe 
five-year bonds could have hit 
6.756 percent, up 78.9 basis 
points from the 5.967 percent 
recorded in the last auction for 
these bonds in May. 

Finance Undersecretary and 
acting National Treasurer Rober- 
to Tan said the goverment 
could opt not to borrow if the 
rates were too high as the states 
cash position was still healthy. 

‘Tenders for the five-year 
bonds reached P16.105 bil- 
lion, while the debt offering 
was only P7 billion, 

“The rates they were ask- 
ing for were not acceptable,” 
Tan said in a briefing after 


yesterday's auction. 

* Banks, he said, should not 
be seeking too much increase 
in interest rates considering 
the government's positive fis- 
cal position, 

The. Department of Fi- 
nance said the government 
was on track to meeting its 
goal of reducing its budget 
deficit to P63 billion this year 
after tax collections in July 
and August recovered from 
the shortfalls inthe first half, 

Tan also said there were 
expectations that the US Fed- 
eral Reserve would ease its 
monetary policy in its next 
board meeting to reverse the 
ongoing slowdown in the US 
economy. This should result 
in lower domestic interest 
rates, 

He said the government's 
programmed borrowings for 
the year was set at P260 bil- 
lion. Michelle V Remo 


SSS: All’s well 
that ends well 


IT ALL STARTED WHEN THE 
Gokongwei and Lopez groups 
wanted to sell their holdings to- 
taling 72 percent of Philippine 
Commercial and Industrial 
Bank. PCI was saddled with 
huge dollar borrowings which 
were being lent out in pesos. It 
was getting clobbered as the pe- 
so weakened in relation to the 
dollar 

Equitable Bank wanted to buy 
out Gokongwei and Lopez, but 

not have enough resources. 
‘The SSS and the GSIS agreed to 
invest РВ billion each, ог а total 
of P16 billion, into a joint venture 
with Equitable to acquire PCI. 

‘To raise the cash, the 555 bor- 
rowed P4 billion from the short 
term market. This was probably 
the only time in the whole, wide 
world when a social security sys- 
tem borrowed short-term money. 
When the short-term loan fell 
due, the SSS had to sell its inven- 
tory of prime stocks, such as Ay- 
ala, Meralco and PLDT. 

The purchase of PCI went 
through. To the SSS, the acqui- 
sition cost of the merged bank 
was P87 per share. After the 
merger, the value of the share 
started dropping at the ex- 
changes. The SSS foolishly de- 
cided to prop up the share by 
buying more shares. But even 
the SSS did not have the re- 
sources to keep propping up the 
share. By the time the SSS gave 
up, it had doubled its holdings 
toP16 billion. 

On the other hand, the 6515 
stood pat with its original holdings. 

The SSS kept digging for itself a 
deeper and deeper hole, as it held 
on to the shares while the value 
plummeted, breaking its own in- 
house rule to unload if a share 
dropped beyond a certain point. 

When the share was quoted 
at P33 per share, Banco de Oro, 
acting as the white knight com- 
ing to save a maiden fair, of- 
fered to pay P43 per share in 


QUESTIONS 
OF POLICIE: 


Honesto C. 
General 


cold cash, But the 855 could not 
agree as the books would have 
to show a loss of 50 percent of 
acquisition cost. This would re- 
sult in cutting the operating 
budget, which the SSS was in 
no mood to do. 

So, an installment plan was 
cooked. BDO was to pay P1.0 bil- 
lion as down payment and the 
P7.0 billion balance was to be 
paid over seven years at 9 per- 
cent interest a year. This account- 
ing witchcraft was supposed to 
wipe out the prospective loss. 

‘The Philippine Association of 
Retired Persons (PARP) got a 
Makati Regional Court to block 
the BDO/SSS agreement, 

PARP brought the case to 
Sen. Sergio Osmefia III, who got 
interested. His committee held 
several public hearings. Finally, 
Senators Flavier, Biazon, Lim 
(now Manila mayor апі 
Madrigal, and civilians Luis and 
Patricia Sison, joined Senator 
Osmefia in bringing the case to 
the Supreme Court. 

Last week, in a unanimous 
decision, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the case had become 
moot and academic. 

The decision opens the way 
for finalizing BDO's latest offer 
of P92 per share, ог a total of 
P17.3 billion (now actually be- 
ing held by the 555 in escrow). 

The SSS is now awash with 
cash, Its books will now balance 
without accounting sleight-of- 
hand. Best of all, the retirees will 
get their 10-percent across-the- 
board increase in pensions as 
promised in the last electoral cam- 
paign. All's well that ends well. 


Local call center 
puts up affiliate in US 


By Ronnel W. Domingo lower costs, Manansala said the 
goal was to tap markets rather 
than to minimize expenses. 

"There is stilla large part ofthe 
outsourcing market in the US 
that is untapped, but many of the 
potential clients preferred deal- 
ing with a US company," he said. 

WSI currently operates a 
300-seat call center at the 
Robinsons Cybergate Center in 
Mandaluyong City, mainly of- 
fering customer support. 

“WSI is looking to leverage 
on the operations of Winsource 
USA for further expansion of its 
operations in North America in 
the foreseeable future,” Man- 
ansala explained. "A core objec- 
tive for WinSource USA is to fa- 
cilitate the acquisition of a US- 
based call center.” 4 : 


A HOMEGROWN CALL CENTER 
operator yesterday said it had put 
up an affiliate in the United States 
in preparation for the expansion 
ofits operations in that market. 

Gary Manansala, general man- 
ager of WinSource Solutions Inc. 
(WSD, said the company had es- 
tablished WinSource Solutions 
USA Inc. to initially serve as a mar- 
keting arm in the United States. 

“(WinSource USA) would 
eventually be the focal point of 
our US-based initiatives,” Man- 
ansala said, 

Asked why the firm is ex- 
panding to the United States 
when foreign call center firms 
are putting up their operations 
here to take advantage of the, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


ByAmyR.Remo commodities, both greater investments “The Acef can be Тһе Асе can be private sector ad- sectors such as com, 
agricultural and in- in agriculture. an additional war tapped for irriga- dress these con- coco oil, molasses, 

THE POULTRY SEC- dustrial.” The Ubra and Egg chest for the Agricul- tion, farm-to-mar- cerns, it will benefit veterinary pharma- 

tor has urged the “On the опе Boardsalsosaidthere ture secretary to tar- ket roads, post-har- not only the Philip- ceuticals and equip- 

government to in- hand,thisisathreat wasaneedtoextend getspecificprovinces vest equipment and pine poultry sector ment manufactur- 

vest heavily in the because it increases the Agricultural or regions that could research and devel- but also its allied 

production of corn, the costs of feed in- Competitiveness En- give the nation opment. 

coconut oil and mo- puts like soya, hancement Fund. fastest and highest Ubra and the Egg 7j 

оруш оош ек eer re eie PARALYZED? 

rising cost of com- choline, toxin 8178, is set to expire additional produc- per that if both the 

modities, binders and other attheendoftheyear ton,"thepapersaid. gowmmena ime | СО OUT ANYTIME, | or 
Ina joint position feed additives,” it ANYWHERE. EON FOE 
aper submitted to said. "On the other 

pora a XE LOAN PROBLEMS? Ё FREE BIDER | \cocestoNe 

tary Arthur C. Yap, opportunity be- | * pe you need loans for working : : 2 Portable Scooter | COBBLESTONE 

the United Broiler cause the prices of capital and business expansion ? E gem Бран FLAGSTONE 

Raisers’ Association competing chicken | = D9 you have past due loans chat б 1 BIS апу trunk лаце | WOODSTONE 

and National Egg products have also | | 1, your bank foreclosing or has the 5 d * ideal for shopping LIMESTONE 

Boards explained been rising.” bank foreclosed your collateral? AC 4 gine RIVERSTONE 

that “with the rise Butforsuchtrends | = De. need to file a petition for а 

E eM oie see. | seems statuta in comen. e zb FAR EAST MEDICAL Ei STACKSTONE 


Russia, there has tunity for Philippine We can help you!!! S i. EBECTLSEIIITI SANDSTONE 
e 


b rd рош industry, |AMPO CONSUI Tus 3 
Weintepreesof ee mut Be ЖОАН т ҮП ен ai too H Sree чытен oes ШИГЕ 


TUL Nos йы т ды) Тиле МИ o Eg à ыы WM 


SECURE your office from 
FRAUD & THEFT! 


Timekeeping & Access Cont 


Color Business Cards 
Pl OS pereant 


а 
косшы 
P 12,500 · Р19,000 ГА : paste cast 


Guaranteed 


+ Minimum of PhP 50,000 

- 5-year placement, tax-free Ў Edid aspen don 

+ Accessible monthly income ү ae ==” 

+ aes primum naj cage te rte. | as low as P2.40/page* In full color 
e: 


Кыш Special Offer d 


\ юк, ВЕ _ 4 
& gota 5% discount} i ACA " TA 2 Е * Amazing 4-in-1 
Simeone | Posner : I - color copier lets you © 
ETEO p aios s raais, BAUER с. ad “do-it-yourself” 
TARD wa ca rm oer, : : = all printing needs. 
mue d j 
TET pd 


DocuPrint 
= Coler ner Printer 


fai pom 
TIC Pasay o ai. 


PJIASO 13490 { — 9; 


: Lg ADS Ma 4! prem Eat 
aT: Lj Hr +] Yep! ac 
LI Ti DES TUS A yy 1 AMERICAN коныс, INC. 


ИЙ 
13-7951 


19-21 September 2007 
World Treue семит Monroe s 


6th International Exhibition & Conference on Trends i in 
Energy, Power and Electrical Technology 


Part III 
BenQ brings Б 
Bigger ‘n brighter offer шшш 


Discover new technologies, 
processes and equipment- 
Attend the Powettech BenQ MP611 
International Business Forum 2400 ANSI Lumes 
А я SVGA (800x600 pixels 
Attend special Technical Php 39,888.00 
presentation "-—— 
А BenQ МР721 ecuria y Pad 
Network with Industry players БОМ е оа 
Organized by: XGA (1024x768 pixels A Semen (Oni 
Leverage International, Philippines Optional Wireless Module 
Interfama International, Singapore Php 54,888.00 
Supporting organizations: 
ASEAN Centre for Energy For every purchase of BenQ MPN or MP721, seta 
Department of Environment & Natural Resources ua adio Ns pirkai 
Department of Science and Technology 
Independent Power Producers Forum 
Renewable Energy Association of the Philippines 
Energy Efficiency Practitioners Association of 
the Philippines 


PENGSON 
National Electrification Administration 


For details, please e-mail to: leverage@leverageinternational.com, 
or fax 810-1594 ог tel 810-1389 j 


Sponsors hase E j €5 PHILIPPINE 


ls эү See 
me i - E : да Spot Marke 


BusinessWorkd ыш YA ch roni [озиде]. 


золото сот THE RATION: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER~ 


oo nian LASSIFIEDS ... 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
ee 
cox т 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), through its Bids and Awards. 
‘Committee (BAC), Invites suppliers/manufacturers/contractors to apply 
{or eligibility and to bid for the hereunder project: f 


Name of Project ‘One (1) lot Supply, delivery and 
Brief Description installation of various Kitchen 
Equipment and Appliances at the 
Security Plant Complex Dining and 
Staff Dining Halls located at East 
Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City, p 

BSP Scope of Work, Equipment 
Specifications, MEP Schedules and 


Approved Budget 
tor the Contract 


"Completion РЕПО 


‘contract 
Prospective bidders should have undertaken at least three (3) similar 
requirements awarded and completed from Y1997 to present, one of 
Which costs at least 50% of thes ABC. The Eligibility Check/Screening 
as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary “pass/fail” criteria. Post-qualitication of the lowest 
calculated bid shall be conducted. 
All particulars relativa to Eligibility Statement 
Security, Performance Security, Pre-Bidding Conference(s), Eval 
of Bids, Post-Qualiicalion and Award of Contract shall be governed by 
the pertinent provisions of R.A. No. 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR). 
The complete schedule of activities is listed, as follows: 
БОШ "Schedule 
. Issuance of Starting 19 September 2007, 
Bid Documents up to 2:00 p.m. only 
Site inspection 27 & 28 September 2007 
. Prebid Conlerence | 5 October 2007, 10:00 a.m. 
j. Opening af Bids | 23 October 2007, 2:00 p.m. 


Bid Evaluation These shail be in accordance with the 

Post-quaiification — | prescribed periods allowed in the 

Notice of Award Implementing Rules & Regulations (АРА 
Of R.A. No. 9184 dated 10 January 2003. 


Bid Documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of P4,410.00 to the BSP Cashi 


‘The BSP assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate ог 
indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the 
bid. 


The BSP reserves the right to reject any and all bid proposals, or 
declare the bidding a failure, or not award the contract, and makes no 
assurance that a contract shall be entered into as а result of this 
invitation. 


(Sod.) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Chairman 
(701 seg э. зеп 
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snamoutcl atleast 50% cl e propose ret for Эбу The Eigoity CheckScreenng as кей ав е 
Preiiray Examinaon ol Bas saluta non-cecratonay passa’ criera. Post quacasan o e 
lowest costa i shali bo conducted. 


Alpacas ане Eighty Statoment and Screring Bd Securty, Pre Bidáng Conierence 
romance Secu, Evauaton o! Bs Post Qulfcaon and Awars of Contact she be govemed by Pe 
putent prorsonsciR A S184 andis inpemaning Rus and Repaton RR). 


Tho conia schedula ot acido is isted, азоне: 
p) Spear 119,207 
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РАРКЕ РІО апа 
PHILOMENA 


would like to invite 
everyone to a Healing 
Mass to be officiated by 
Fr. Teo Rustia 

to be held on Friday, 
September 21, 2007 
at 12 noon. 

This mass will be held in 
anticipation of the 

Feast of St. Padre Pio on the 
23rd of September. 

The chapel is located at the 
4th Floor of Goodwill Building. 
393 Senator Gil J. Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City. 

For further details, you may 
call (632) 895.86.84 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


LIEZEL DUPAY VITALIS & ELLEN GRACE VILLA CASANDRA 
‘This 1810 inform the public that LIEZEL DUPAY VITALIS & ELLEN 
GRACE VILLA CASANDRA. whose pictures appear above are по longer 
connected with CANYON WOODS RESIDENTIAL RESORT, including 
its all affiliates project effective September 19, 2007 and September 2, 2007 
respectively. 

Please be informed that our company will not honor any transaction made by them. 
on our behalf alter the said dates. 


J.K. YURI (Subic) International Inc. 
ty, Upper Cu мы, St Bay rg ne 


оок 
Qualification 


"ouk all kinds of dishes 
ропе and hardworking 
“Text or Cali 09192251418. Look for Dally 


SULTAN KUDARAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Tacurong City, Sultan Kudarat 
Tels: 064-200-3155/4050; 064-477-0326; Fax: 084-200-3156 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


е Sultan Kudarat Ine. (SUKELCO) invites 
Y projects funded under 
‘approved NEA loan: 
3. System upgrading at Municipality of Isulan, Kwh Meters relocation 
with maximum material cost of P11,246,921.89, 
Condition: 
Full delivery of materials 
‘Terms of payment: 
"Three equal installment within 90 days. 
‘st installment upon delivery 
2nd installment alter 60 days 
Full payment. 
Interested eligible bidders may obtain additional informa 
Inspect Bidding Documents at the office of 
Guia R. Victorio. 


Bidding Documents may be purchased starting September 26, 2007 by 
an Interested Eligible Bidder to the BAC Chairman and upon payment о! 
Non-refundable pay of P3,500.00. 

1d envelopes containing the technical and financial proposals in 
separate envelopes duly marked as such wil be received by the BAC al tho 
Board Room on of before 10:00 a.m. on Ociober 12, 2007 at which lime 
апа place the technical proposals will be opened and evaluated. The 
financial proposals of bidders found eligible to bid will hen be opened and 
read in the presence of Bidders’ representatives who choose lo allend 
otherwise, they will be roturned unopened to ineligible bidders 

A pre-bid conference will be held on October 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the Board Room. 

All bids submitted must be accompanied by a bid security. іп cash or 
cashier's check, in the amount equivalent to 2.5% ol the amount of bid. This 
bid security shall be valid at least 150 days starting 
opening. 

The Sultan Kudarat Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
to reject any of all bids. 
defects of infirmities therein and lo accep! such bid as may considered most 
‘advantageous to the cooperative. 


п and 
' ISD Manager/BAC Chairman 


(504) GUIA R. VICTORIO 
BAC Chairman 
Noted by: 


(5908) DEMETRIO О. JEREZ, PEE 
General Manager 


Repunic of ne Phitopines 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Center for Health Development - Contrai Visayas 
Osmeha Givi, Cebu City 


D 
е 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO RE-BID 


‘The DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH - CENTRAL VISAYAS (OOH-CV), пое ts Bids 
and Awards Commies (ВАС), invites supplors to apply or eigo and Io тера 
Tor the hereunder project 


Name ot Project 


CATERING SERVICE FOR DON-CHD CENTRAL 

VISAYAS’ PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS FOR A 

PERIOD OF ONE YEAR - (SECOND RE-BIDDING) 

Location. Cebu City 

Approved Budget tor 

те Contract (RBC) PhP2837,000.00 

Contract Duration ‘One Year 

Prospective bidders should have experence in undertaking а similar project within 
ars wih an amount ol ai toast 30% of tne proposed project or bang, 

‘The Борду CnocuSereening as wel as me Protminary хатала ol Side shal 

Use non-dscretonary разолат cnieria. Post-quatticeion of те lowes! calculated 

id sna be condoctac 


"aa its implementing Aules and Regulations (IAA) 
The complete schedule of астмћез в Usted, as follows: 
‘Revs Schedule 
T. issuance of Bid Documenis | September 19-26, 2007 
Обн СУ Osmetà Bivd.. Cabu City 
2. рты Conference Non 
(Tha й а second гөлдер. Pro-biddeg 
may be conducted il requested by 
prospective bce) 
‘October 2, 2007 at 2:00 pm. 
Tugas Conterence Room, DOM-CV, 
Osmena Siva. Cebu Ci 
Bid Documents wil be gvatabie only іо prospective belders upon payment оГ а nor 
Telondabie amount ol Php 2,000.00 in cash to the DOH-CV Cashier 
The Department of Health - Central Visayas assumes no responsibilty whalsoover 
то compansate or Indemnity Siders lor any expenses incorred n Ihe propersin ol 
the be 
Dates of Posting: September 60-26, 2007 
Department of Health - Central Visayas 
Met Разза P. Табага - BAG Secretariat Chairperson 
Osmata Ва. Сери Слу 
‘Totopnone No (032) 252.6359. 
miggersonG yahoo.com (032) 253-3419 Төх 
‘ww end? don gow ph 


3. Opening of Bids 


(5а) ENGA. MIGUEL T. GERSON 
БАС Chatman 


GALL 
POEA 


24-800R HOTLINES 
722-1144 or 122-1155 


25 to 48 years old 
wl business exp. 
‘willing to travel 
(09178884040, 
7269687 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have 
filed with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Ретті 


Name and address of 
Company/Empl 


PACIFIC STAR & SEO 

HYUN TOUR CORP. 

4 Coreown Во. 

2822 EDSA Extension, Pasay Cy 


Name of Foreign Position 
National/Citizenship 
Tour Operation 
Manager 


POYRY ENERGY INC. 
8f Kings Court 1 Bg, 
2129 Pasong Tamo St, Makati Cty 


KITCHEN SUPERCENTER, INC. 
8006 Pioneer St. 
cor. United & Brixton Sts., Pasig City 


Richard Wiliam 
Brockwell 
British 


Construction 
Manager 


Xingyong Li 
Chinese 


Maintenance Team 
Leader 


‘TEAM ENERGY CORPORATION 
SIF CTC Bid. 
2232 Roxas Blvd., Pasay Су 


Yoshikazu Handa 
Japanese 


Advisor 


TEAM ENERGY CORPORATION 
ЭЕ CTC Ва, 
2232 Roxas Bivd., Pasay Cily 


Katsuya Harada 
Japanese 


Vice President- 
Treasury 


ТОР AMUSEMENT TECHNOLOGY 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION 
20 Burgundy Corporate Tower, 
252 Sen. бї Puyat Ave., Makati City 


Kuang-Yang Chen 
Taiwanese 


Systems Engineer 


САМОХ PHILIPPINES INC. Jude Aristotle Alemao 
1646 Evangelista cor. Belarmino Sis, бап 
Bangkal, Макай Сау 


GEIL CHUNG INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. 

Fim. 209 Але! Seaview Tower, 
Roxas Blvd, Pasay City 


Hyun Cheal Park белега! Manager 


GEIL CHUNG INTERNATIONAL 
CORP. 

Вл 209 Antel Seaview Tower, 
Roxas Blvd. Pasay City 


Asst. General 
Manager 


BRISBANE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. Donnis Henry Hickman General Manager 
0.1502 OMM Ctra Big, вав 

Зап Miguel Ave, Origas Ск, 

Pasig Су 


NDE DIGI-TECH, INC. 
Unit 209 Plaza B. 
Northgate Cyberzone, 
‘Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


Takeshi inoue 
Japanese 


 Qualty Control 
Manager 


 GONGAN INTERIOR INC. 
ТИР Legaspi Tower, 
300 Roras Ви, Manila 


Hyun Kyung An 
Korean 


General Manager 


SONG DO KOREAN RESTAURANT 
ADB Ave., cor, J. Vargas Ave. 
Ortigas Ct, Pasig Ciy 


KLM ROYAL DUTCH AIRLINES Danny Ravesteijn 
ЭУР Yuchengco Tower, Duch 
ROBC Plaza, Makati Cily 


GiYoung Bao. Chiel Cook 


Korean 


Regional Financial 
Controler, South 
China Sea 


AIR DRILLING ASSOCIATES 
PTE.LTD. 
ТЕ SGV В. I, 6758 Ayala Ave. 
Makati Cty 


Jason Scott Mcomish AiDilling 
Now Zealander Supervisor 


INTERNATIONAL TRAINING. Michael Frederic Marly Corporate Business 
& INNOVATION CONSULTING, INC. Swiss Trainor 

ТОҒ IBM Plaza, Eastwood Cily, 

Libis, Quezon City 


CONCEPT ONE MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES 
ЭЕ £25 Bautista cor. Gil Puyat Ave, 
Makati Сау 


Richard Adam 
Ostrowski 
American 


Executive Producer 


SUSHI KAPPO KOBIKI-CHO, INC. 
G3 Jaka 1809. Legaspi SL, 
Legaspi Vilage, Макай Cty 


Yusuke Hino 
Japanese 


SONY PHILIPPINES, INC. 
ВЕ Net Square Blag., 

Sd Аме. cor. 280 SL, 

Crescent Park West, 

Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City 


TIRUPATI INT'L, INC. 
Veca Вод, Pasong Tamo 

cor. Estrella St, San Antonio Vilage, 
Makati Ciy 


Leanne Mahoney 
American 


Manager tor import 
& Export 


Ifyou have any information/objection to the above mentioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regional Director. 


For your 


Classified 
Ads 


requirements: 


UCPB SAVINGS ACQUIRED 
ASSET FOR SALE 
+ Lot 17 Blk 3# 36 Molave Avenue, 
Park Subd., Merville, Parofiaque 
Description : Res. Lot with improvement 
lot Area: 346 sqm. 


Indicative Pike : P4,628,000.00-0n9/19/2007 
For inquiries: Pls. call Ms. Lulu or Ms. Star 


at опе по. 811-9000 
“oe 7243/7251 


Location 


HEAD OFFICE 
897-8808 
loc. 514,516; 
899-4425; 897-2535; 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 
912-9008 to 11 
(Aurora) 


MAKATI 
892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 


07 URVAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
878176/1964377 
09213497170 


KALAW 
528-0213; 627-3342 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219; 635-0220 


guum + 007956 


x 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, т j m OBITUARIES 


MICHAEL ABLAZA OSMENA 


President and Vice Chairman of the Board 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) 


Member, Board of Directors, Philippine National Bank (PNB) 

Former Director, Philippine Bank of Communications (PBCom) 

Former President, Alabang Country Club, Inc. 

Director and Vice President – Finance, Federation of Golf Clubs in the Philippines 
Former Senior Vice President, ABN-AMRO Bank 

Former Senior Vice President, BA Savings Bank 

Former Assistant President, Citibank N.A. 


Peacefully joined our Creator and his loving mother, DRA. DOLORES ABLAZA 
OSMENA (t) at 5:00 p.m., September 17, 2007. 


His loving Wife CHERRY MAPUA; Sons RAMON, ANTON and STEFAN; father 
ATTY. RAMON M. OSMENA,; Siblings ANNABELLE and RICHARD B. NELSON; 
MARILES and RAFFY AGUADO; RAYMOND, TRIXIE (+), and CHINGGAY and PINCUS 
LIBORO; Mother-in-law LULA; Brothers and sisters-in-law STEVE, STELLA, JIMMY, 
LISA, MIKE and RAFFY and their spouses, request your prayers for the eternal repose of 
his soul. 


His cremated remains will lie in state at Manila Memorial Funeraria Paz Sucat, 
Parafiaque. Interment will be on Saturday, September 22, 2007 at St. James the Great Church, 
Ayala Alabang Village after the 9:00 a.m. Funeral Mass. 


манну | 0 TYDIA GONZALEZ SEMPIO 


with a 
picture can Joined her Creator on September 16, 2007 / 


ү 
bea 
fitting 
tribute to 
your 
departed 
loved one 


at the age of 82. í е NICASIO "Nick" 


Her bereaved children Herminia, Rustica, 
Corazon, Blandina, Aurora, Marcelina, Eugenia, Dialis He Grave of nr Led 
Rosalinda, Camila, Marcelo and Joseph; sons-in- оп September 15, 2007 at the age of 73. 
law, daughters-in-law and grandchildren request 
Always caring... your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. His loving wife Rosalinda Aseniero Montaño (1); children 

INQUIRER Thaddeus & Joanne, Pancratius & Gina, Stephen & Farah 

Obrruaries twm Мае, Lourdes & Louie, Francisco & Anne Marie, Catherine & 
Her remains lie in state at the Cosmopolitan Steven; grandchildren Marie France, Camille, Lui 

Thomas Jude, Ma. Beatriz, Nico, Mariella, Anna, Mikee, 

Х Martha, Paolo & Jose Martin; siblings Antonio (f) & Elizabeth, 

© Copy of Death А Lucia (1) & Ricardo (t), Teresita & Rodaballo (1), Dolores & 


Сепїйеме 


ат i à Heracleo (t), Jose (f) & Herminia, all relatives and friends 
чел (LD) тыршы Ыш yee) eM e. request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul, 
at Cagayan de Oro Gardens, Cagayan de Oro 


OBITUARY ; 
REQUIREMENTS: Funeral Homes, Cagayan de Oro City. 


His remains lie in state at his residence in Turno, Dipolog City. 
WE ACCEPT City after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. £ Interment will be on Tuesday, September 25, 2007 at 1:00 jm; at 
опсо CARGO Ош pof Fatima Parish Church, Turno, Dipolog City. N 


and bank-to-bank 
payments 


10 eS. = 
CLASSIFIEDS | бшшш, 


Died in the Grace of Our Lord 
‘on September 7, 2007 
at the age of 87. 


AFP Modernization Program... His bereaved wife Lolita (nee Vitug), 


children Domingo, Rosario, Manuel, Д ч 
PSALM-IAEB- Procurement of Desktop се 
Notebook Computers, Printers and Projectors ен alee Assan ac LA ШЫ RIA PAZ, INC. 
PSALM-IAEB- Supply, Delivery, Installation and grandchildren, relatives and friends. Tel. Nos.: 712-3001; 749-3806 to h 

Commissioning of Server, Bandwidth Manager request the pious readers to pray for the 


and Hard Drive For xSeries Server... ce А ром othe ton 

PSALIHAEE- Supply, Delivery and instalation of саи качана Em 
Bar Code Scanner/Printer and Biometric Finger Scanner = His remains lic in state at the era 

PSALM-IAEB- Procurement of Video, Nacional Memorial Homes, G. Araneta DR.RENATO ANDRES | Chapei ne PaxCramalory 
Digital and DSLR Cameras. e ‘Avenue, Quezon City, Chapel 1A., 2 

Ramon Sia- Bicol Medical Cent Interment will be on Sunday, З 

Department of Labor and Empl : September 23, 2007, 9:00 a.m. at DR.JUANC. LAMASAN, | воны сано | „Son. 19.2007 | Loya nonoiai Pat, 
Home Guaranty E : [3 Manila North Cemetery. 3 E Chapel = TL IE 
frin ит = 

2 F т ^ n * 
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work meets fun at the busy 


Ortigas Center £2 ss 
all convenience, 
all classy living at the 


á | Fort Bonifacio Global City 


| 


ROBINSONS LAND 
CORPORATION 


The Property Developer of Choice 


For more information on these premiere 
; lifestyle choices call (632) 6360888 • 0922-8380888 
t or log on to www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph. 


i RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM UNITS (1-BR, 2-BR & 3-BR) 
È HLURB License to Sell Nos. 01035; 10394; 07225; 10443 


Own a Nissan Urvan for just 


ISOK 


OWNPAYMENT? 


nat 
napag TO MAKATI Z 
enna 
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Two more 
tobacco 
firms buck 
tax order 


By Michelle V. Remo 


TWO MORE CIGARETTE MANUFACTUR- 
ers have asked the Department of Finance 
to reconsider its decision to lower the ex- 
cise tax on Pall Mall cigarettes produced by 
competitor British American Tobacco 
(BAT). 

Associated Anglo-American Tobacco 
Corp. (Anglo-American) and Japan Tobac- 
co International Philippines (JTT) said in 
separate letters to Finance Secretary Mar- 
garito Teves that his office erred when it al- 
lowed BAT to pay a lower excise tax rate, 

‘The appeal made by the two cigarette 
makers echoed a similar complaint raised 
earlier by Fortune Tobacco and Philip Mor- 
tis. 

“We would like to express our support to 
the request of Philip Morris and Fortune To- 
bacco for a reconsideration of the ruling 
and respectfully ask the Department of Fi. 
nance to reverse its decision on the matter,” 
said Hamish Moore, JTI general manager, 
in the Sept. 14 letter to Teves. 

JTI is the licensor of the Camel and Win- 
ston cigarette brands. Anglo-American, on 
the other hand, manufactures lower-priced 
cigarette brands, including Asia Boston 
Menthol 100’s, Casino Royale Filter King, 
Balasang Filter, Villa Escudero Menthol 
King, Balita Filter and Balita Matamis. 

The complaint stemmed from the РОР 
decision to lower the excise tax rate on Pall 
Mall cigarettes to P6.74 a pack from P26 a 
pack when Pall Mall was imported and sold 
by duty-free shops. 


Seipi pushes 
nuke power 
generation 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE SEMICONDUCTOR AND ELECTRON- 
ic Industries of the Philippines Inc. (Seipi) 
is urging the government to venture into 
nuclear power generation, saying this is the 
only way for the country to have competi- 
tive power rates in the long term. 

Seipi chair Arthur Young said in an inter- 
view that the country’s power rates re- 
mained among the highest in the region, 
despite recent efforts to reduce power rates 
for industries. 

For the country to become more competi- 
tive and to stay that way in the next 10-15 
years, he said the government should seri- 
ously consider nuclear power generation. 

“Nuclear power would be one way for 
the country to remain competitive in the 
next 10-15 years, Otherwise, we don't see 
any alternative. Natural gas is one, but we 
only have a limited supply (of that) 
Geothermal is also good and solar also, but 
it's quite expensive," he said. 

He added that current technology allows 
governments to tap nuclear power re- 
sources without compromising the safety of 
people and the environment. 

If the country would not start a nuclear 
power program soon, he said countries 
Such as Vietnam and Taiwan would likely 
dislodge the Philippines from the radar of 
possible locators, considering that power 
accounts for around 10-20 percent of a 
company's costs. 

‘The Department of Energy will be creat- 
ing a special group that will be tasked with 
studying the feasibility of harnessing nucle- 
ar resources for power generation, includ- 
ing the possibility of refiring the 620- 
megawatt Bataan Nuclear Power Plant. 


panoramic views fit 
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Starting ur business 
has never been easier. 
R VAN 


INTERESTED? "isis 
Text your name, address & tel. # to 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


By Tessa В. Salazar 


HE FORMER VIETNAM 

War veteran certainly 

looked towering from a dis- 
tance, and he loomed even larger 
as he, along with the other Ford 
Group Philippines delegates Flori- 
na Vistal Cherry Ramirez and 
Vinay Piparsania, climbed up the 
grand spiral staircase of the INQuin- 
ER main offices. 

The man looked like he meant business, 
all right. And his career background gave us 
a hint that he walked the straight and very 
narrow path. He exuded the air of authority 
only long years in military service and actu- 
al combat could give. And his imposing 6'1” 
presence cannot be ignored—not in the 
battlefield, not in a board meeting, and cer- 
tainly not in a press conference. 

"Are you a CIA agent?” this writer blithe- 
ly asked this Vermont native in a phone in- 
terview once. His voice expressionless, Bak- 
er denied he was one. 

So much for trying to break the ice. 

This Sept. 12 evening, however, as Baker 
faced a number of INQUIRER Business and 
Motoring reporters, he was in a merrier 
mood, catching and batting away alter- 
nately insightful and inane questions like 
his favorite team the Boston Red Sox 

Baker was marking his 30th year in Ford 
Motor Co. this month. He recalled that pri- 
or toa career shift to Ford, in 1972, his mili- 
tary ship assigned to the US Seventh Fleet 
docked twice in what was once the Subic 
Naval Base. 


Exposé 

But now, he noted that Subic was a 
hotbed of smuggling activities and he 
praised Inquire reporters for its exposé on 
vehicle smuggling. He also said, with a 
smile, that perhaps "the next Bob Wood- 
ward and Carl Bernstein” could come from 
this newspaper. (Woodward and Bernstein 
were the reporters from Washington Post 
that exposed the Watergate Scandal that 
eventually led to US President Richard 
Nixon’s resignation in 1974.) 

Baker would also later learn that six 
years ago, INuiner Motoring had already 
been running a series of reports on the al- 
leged unsafe conversion practices of the 


Volvo Cars 
focuses on 
fuel efficeincy 


THE ENVIRON- 
ment is in sharp fo- 
cus on the Volvo 
Cars booth at Frank- 
furt Motor Show. 
The company pre- 
sents a number of 
technical solutions 
designed to reduce 
emissions of carbon 
dioxide, including 
the Volvo ReCharge 
Concept—a — C30 
with a unique plug- 
in hybrid system. 
"We are working 
toward a multi-ener- 
gy society where 
Several energy-effi- 
cient solutions inter- 
act to deal with the 
complex climate is- 
sues,” said Volvo 
Cars president and 
CEO Fredrik Arp. 
“The carbon diox- 
ide issue has of 
Course top priority 
In order to deal ef- 
fectively with the 
CO; challenge, we 
must work with sev- 
eral different tech- 
nological solutions 
that cover our entire 
model range,” Arp 
explained. 


Energy efficiency 

The terms “alter- 
native’ fuels” and 
"fuel consumption" 
are frequently used 
in the car industry. 
However, when dis- 
cussing the furure, 
Volvo Cars prefers to 
go via "multi-fuel" to 
the far broader 
terms “multi-ener- 
gy" and “energy effi- 
ciency” 

“In order to more 
accurately judge the 
environmental effect 
of a new driveline, it 
is necessary to exam- 
ine the entire chain 
from raw material 

Шш 


а ADB. AVENUE 


VOLVO ORTIGAS 
ORTIGAS CENTER. PASIG CITY 


Ford Group Philippines 
president Rick Baker 
visits the INQUIRER 
‘barracks’ to 

get the feel 

of the ‘hot 

guns.’ Boy, 

were we 


SPEAK loud but drive a small car. 
The Verve concept espouses the 
beauty and efficiency of being small. 
But would big Baker fit in one? 


FORD Chair Henry Co is the long range ‘sniper’ while Baker is the master in hand-to-hand combat. The perfect team, 
Baker declares. 


Do not be deceived by it 


E-mail: pr_motoring@inquirercom.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Subic smugglers 
Baker reiterated that converting original 
right-hand drive vehicles to left-hand drive 
sherently be unsafe. “Irs impossible 
to have the: 
same characteristics as it originally had.” 

Baker revealed that this was why some 
markets "can't get certain vehicles. They're. 
never engineered to be right-hand drive or. 
left-hand drive.” 

"And there's a reason for that,” he added 
“It's not because automakers want to get 
rich by holding things back but because thet 
laws of science kind of make the obvious 
conclusion.” 


Everyday car, dream car 

Baker, whose three sons, parents and sib- 
lings all drive Ford vehicles, chose an Expe- 
dition as his everyday car. He cited the 
SUV's safety and comfort, and enough 
space to allow him to work as he travels 
His dream car, however, is a Jaguar XKE. 

“When I was about 15, I lived down a 
street from a doctor and he had a yellow 
convertible XKE sports car, and he used to 
wash it every Saturday afternoon in his 
driveway. 1 always just kind of stop and talk 
to him. And after a while, I ended up wash- 
ing the car. I have never forgotten how cool 
that was. So, the Jaguar has always been 
my dream car because of that,” Baker nar? 
rated. 

But back to reality, how would Filipinos 
feel the spirit of “Fordism” here and now in 
the Ford brand itself, in the light of ef 
throat competition among supposedly lowe 
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‘commanding exterior and luxuriously refined cabin, The Volvo XC70 AWD. 


^ guarantees you the upper hand in whatever adventure you desire - and always with a touch of class. 


Because underneath the polished Scandinavian design is a spirited, adventurous machine 


‘churning out, 


an impressive 210 horsepower in а 2.51. 5-cylinder engine. So. get ready to rise to new heights, 
navigate through rocky plains ог. plunge into steep paths. Know that when it comes to your adventure, 
we mean, business. Head on to your-mearest Volvo showroom today. 


VOLVO MAKATI 
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© ТАМО EXT). MAKATI CITY 
9126962 and 757-1619 
наалар com 
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==Colin McRae,.1968-2007 . 


А SECOND-GENERATION RALLY DRIVER 
and son of five-time British Rally Champion 
Jimmy McRae, Colin McRae began his driv- 
ing career in 1986 in the local Scottish Rally 
‘Championships series. Only a year later, he 
got his initial World Rally Championship 
(WRC) exposure and over a career span- 
ning 20 years secured two of his own 
British Rally Championships and the WRC 
driver's crown in 1995 

Colin McRae is Britain's first-ever World 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


Rally Champion. His record of 25 WRC vic- 
tories is the fourth most successful at the 
highest level of rallying—one short of “El 
Matador” Carlos Sainz and one more than 
fierce rival Tommi Makinen. 

Considered as one of the greatest rally 
drivers of his generation, Colin McRae was 
awarded an MBE (member of the Order of 
the British Empire) in 1996 by Queen Eliza- 
beth П for his achievement in the sport. He 
died tragically on Saturday. 


TRANSPORT TRIVIA 
On traffic lights 


GONE WERE THE DAYS WHEN POLICE 
officers had to be stationed on every busy 
corner of the metropolis to regulate traf- 
fic flow. More than they accentuate our 
dark streets, traffic lights assign the right- 
of-way and movement of traffic gridlock. 
But did you know where in the world 
traffic lights first installed and whose 
mind was behind those tri-colored flick- 
ering lights? 

It was said that the world's first traffic 
light was born even before the automo- 
bile was in use. In 1868 at an intersection 
in London, a revolving lantern with red 
and green signals was installed. A year 
later, this traffic light exploded, injuring 
the policeman believed 
to be operating it. Я 

In 1920, with the 
surge of automobiles 
cramping the streets, 
William L. Potts, a police 
officer from Detroit, 
Michigan, installed yet 
another set of street 
lights at the corner of 
the Woodward and 
Michigan Avenues in 
Detroit. Potts used red, 
amber and green га 
road lights and about 
$37 US worth of wire and electrical con- 


POTTS 


The ‘tough’ visits the ‘fearless’ ...... 


er-priced brand cars in the country? 
("Fordism" was a word coined in 1914 
which meant Ford founder Henry 
Ford's combination of highly-efficient 
factories, highly-paid skilled workers 
and low prices that revolutionized 
manufacturing.) 

Baker replied that the things that 
were important to (Henry) Ford back 
then were still important today. 

д “We want to be able to make cars 
g people can afford and people 

jant to own. That's really our goal. 
And if we do that well and better than 
competition then we will win and if we. 
don't do it better than competition 


automotive 


manufacturing market 
nearly a century ago when a Ford Mod- 
el T unit came out of the assembly line 
every three hours, Baker said today's 
automotive wars revolved around “di- 
versity.” 

The Philippine market, he re- 
vealed, is no different. He cited the 
Focus turbo diesel as a major partici- 
pant in the “С” segment. He added 
that Ford has been producing turbo 
diesel common-rail direct-injection 
or TDCI-powered vehicles (its an- 
swer to the hugely popular CRDi- 
powered diesel vehicles) for several 
years, mostly for the more discerning 


Size wars 


er's take on that? 


There's the choice between gasoline 
and diesel, and now there's that tug of 
war between upsizing and going 
small—going for the burly SUVs or the 
subcompact cars. What would be Bak- 


Baker said, “Everybody tends to 
have their own agenda and make their 
cases based on selective facts but at the 
end of the day, people are going to de- 
cide what they want to buy. “And right 
now for the foreseeable future, people 
are going to want smaller, fuel-effi- 
cient cars and we're responding as ev- 
erybody else. That's the way Isee it.” 


ithas to be fuel-efficient as well. 
ECOnetic badge 


netic models. 


Todays automotive technology is 
making it possible for consumers to get 
the best of both worlds: fuel efficiency 
and safety. Baker cited, in particular, 
the recent 2007 Frankfurt Motor Show 
where Ford of Europe offered ultra- 
low CO; emission, fuel-efficient alter- 
natives for selected car lines with the 
launch of the new range of Ford ECO- 


Such cars use a combination of the 
latest common-rail diesel powertrains 
together with other carefully selected 
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trols to make the world's first 4-way 
three color traffic light. 

Years later, many in- 
ventors followed. 
through. Garrett Morgan 
of Cleveland, Ohio de- 
signed an electric auto- 
matic traffic light which 
best resembles ^ the 
semaphore signals we 
have these days. Mor- 
gan's patent soon was 
purchased by General 
Electric Corp. eventually 
making its name on traf- 
fic light manufacture. 

Reference: wwwideafinder.com/his- 
tory/inventions/trafficlight.htm 


pact cars, and while we don't offer one 
of those today, we will soon. We will be 
competing there just like everybody 
else.” 

То show that he's dead serious here, 
he pointed to Ford's Verve concept at 
the 2007 Frankfurt Motor Show, which 
he said would be the direction Ford 
small cars are taking. The Verve con- 
cept, a new esthetic inspired by mobile 
phones, reflects Ford's kinetic design 
philosophy of being “chic and mod- 
E 

"Someday in the future, you would 
probably have something like that run- 
ning around the Philippines," he em 


then we will probably end up notwin- European market that demanded “He stressed that from Ford's corpo- features engineered to reduce CO» sioned. 


ning," he said 
As opposed to a numbers race in the 


more fuel-efficient performance 
cars. 


rate point of view, “Whether it's a big 
car or small car, it's got to be safe.” And 


emissions to the absolute тіпітш 


‘Sounds like a battle plan just wait: 


“I think the real potential is in com-~ving for the green light. 


Motorists assured of better service with LTO Web portal, SMS facility 
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The business arena is fair game to everyone. But 


ded arena, creating bran 
needs and stand out amongst competition b 
systematically make strategic moves th 
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( éBturing the tonics: 
Strategic Focus Via Blue Ocean Strategy 


You Inc. : Creating Your Personal Brand 
OCT. 03 (WED) | 1:30 PM TO 5:30 PM | PHILAM LIFE THEATER UN AVENUE 


jenuine consumer 
ome a challenge. How do you 
t render competition irrelevant? 


me win and some do 


nol. What makes winners win? 


PROGRAMME CONCEPT 
"Stand Out” is the fusion of two strategic topics that features the rare tandem. 
between the country's sole official lecturer on Blue Ocean Strategy, Josiah Go, and 
sought-after molivational speaker and best-selling author Francis Kong. 


KEY BENEFITS 


The participant will gain: 
-understanding in using Blue Ocean 
Strategy tools and frameworks as the 
blueprint behind the formulation of 

a brand's short-term strategies and 
future direction 

-better awareness of perceiving 
‘oneself as a brand and employing 
strategies to accelerate career 
advancement but more importantly to 
creatively work with those who really 
matter. 


MARKETING SPONSORS: 


мун 


Your company will gain: 

-ап appreciation of the revolutionary 
mindset that competition can indeed 

Бе made irrelevant with the creation of 
uncontested market space through the tools 
and frameworks embedded in Blue Ocean 
Marketing 

-greater individual contribution brought 
about by tools, behavior and attitude that 
create results, based on principles of 
intrapreneurship rooted on building lives as 
brands 


MEDIA PARTNERS: 
[чашке Busines Work] 


RESERVE 
YOUR SEAT 
NOW! 


Early Bird: P 1,200 
if paid by Sept 18 
Regular: P 1,500 
if paid by Sept 25 
ON-SITE: P 1,800 
ACADEME: P 800 
upon presentation 
of ID card 
CALL 8282038, 
8282040 ioc 103 or 
EMAIL us at 
markprol foundation 
Ggmail.com to 
reserve your seat, 
Full proceeds of 
this seminar will 
до to Markprof 
Foundation. 
(www.markprof.org) 
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THE LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
recently introduced a website portal and 
Short Messaging Facility (SMS) that offers 
the motoring public relevant information 
such as how and where to get a driver's li- 
cense, motor vehicle registration details or 
how much it will cost Juan dela Cruz to get 
a student permit among other services. 

“Transportation and Communications As- 
sistant Secretary and LTO Chief Reynaldo 
Berroya said that initially the portal will offer 
online and real-time LTO transactions such as 
drivers license certification, motor vehicle 
certification, Law Enforcement & Traffic Ad- 
judication (Letas) online apprehension set- 
tement and LTO records verification. 


Certification, settlement 

The DL/MV Certification service will enable 
the motoring public, particularly the overseas 
Filipino workers (OFWs), to apply for a driv- 
ers license and/or motor vehicle certification 
‘over the Web using various payment methods. 
‘OFWs don't have to come home to the Philip- 
pines just to apply for this document. 

The Letas Online Settlement Service, on 


the other hand, provides an alternative way" 


to settle uncontested apprehensions. It elimi- 
nates the hassles of queuing for hours just to 
pay at an LTO office. After settling the viola- 
tion online, one just has to pick up the license 
or plate from the LTO office. 


Record retrieval 

Asa value added service, the LTO Web Facil- 
itys Records Verification service allows mem- 
bers to retrieve records from the LTO-IT sys- 
tem database online and real time. It will en- 
able members to conveniently verify authen- 
боку of information pertaining to motor vehi- 
cles using plate number and/or engine and 
chassis number as search criteria and driver's 
license records with license number, name 
and/or birth date as criteria. Banks and other 
financing institutions are just some of the cus- 
tomers for which this service is designed. 

The LTO Info-Text facility, on the other 
hand, provides the motoring public an av- 
enue to access information regarding LTO 
procedures and document requirements 
through SMS. Simple and easy to understand. 
text parameters shall be relayed to the public 
to make their LTO texting experience an easy 
and hassle-free one. 

Another valuable feature the LTO Info-Text 
boasts is motor vehicle verification. The LTO 
text service allows you to check with the LTO 
database whether a vehicle is legit or not 
With a simple text message, you can immedi- 
ately find out if a car is truly registered with 
the LTO or if the vehicle has any pending ap- 
prehensions or alarms. 

For the LTO Web portal, simply log on to 
‘wwwilto.net.ph or wwwxpresslane.com.ph. 
"Text LTO (space) help to 2600 for text service. 


Volvo Cars focuses. . . remes 


extraction and fuel production to distribution 
and use in the car. For instance, if a lot of elec- 
tricity produced by fossil fuels is needed to 
create a renewable fuel, this will not be CO2- 
efficient from a holistic perspective even if 
the emissions from the сагъ tailpipe are mini- 
mal,” Fredrik Arp pointed out. 


Holistic approach 

The holistic view that Volvo Cars applies 
to driveline technology is based on three 
cornerstones: 

* To innovate. Continuous efficiency im- 
provements to today’s gasoline- and diesel- 
powered cars are taking place in parallel 
with intensive work on new hybrid technol- 
оу 

* To cooperate. Coordination with cus- 
tomers, politicians, organizations and other 
companies is a precondition for sustainable 
transport. Volvo Cars is determined to influ- 
ence initiatives and decisions that are taken 
outside the car industry. 

* To deliver. Customers in a growing 
number of European markets will soon have 
access to one of the automotive world's 
broadest Flexifuel ranges: five models, three 
different bioethanol engines. 

"At present, bioethanol is the most attrac- 
tive alternative when you consider availabil- 
ity, environmental effectiveness and cost-ef- 
ficiency. However, what is regarded as most 


favorable today may be refined or converted. 
to an even more sustainable solution tomor- 
row. As an innovative knowledge-based 
‘company, we are an active and constructive 
partner in the global and regional forums 
that evaluate emerging alternatives for the 
future. It is our responsibility to deliver the 
car technology that makes transitions possi- 
ble," Arp said. 


Systematization 

Volvo Cars uses a three-phase system for 
the development of more efficient drive- 
lines: innovation, test and delivery. 

Hybrid solutions such as the Volvo 
ReCharge Concept being unveiled in Frank- 
furt are one example of the technologies 
that are still at the innovation stage. 

Thanks to constructive cooperation be- 
tween the car industry and several EU member 
states, Е85-рометей Flexifuel cars have defi- 
nitely moved from the testing stage to delivery, 
Volvo Cars will soon have Flexifuel models 
available on most European markets, 

"This systematic approach is being applied 
to all enhanced or alternative drivelines 
within the Volvo Cars development pro- 
gram, The aim is to stimulate and promote 
the viability of technological solutions that 
are sustainable for the environment and for 
Society їп general—as well as being cost-ef- 
fective 
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GUESS WHO SAID THIS? “IT IS EASY 
to make a cheap vehicle. To make а 
cheap vehicle that is robust and reli- 
able and to turn a profit, that’s the fu- 
ture of the auto industry.” 
Renault-Nissan, CEO Carlos Ghosn 
said that last Sept. 1 in Tangiers where 
he signed an agreement with the Mo- 
тоссап Prime Minister to build in that 
North African port city a $1.36 billion 
automotive plant designed to feed 
low-cost cars and trucks to the show- 
rooms of Europe, Asia and North 
America. Like other manufacturers in 
the global mass-market car business, 
Mr. Ghosn is moving fast into the no- 
frills segment to counter competition 
from China and India, which are mim- 
icking the way Japan and South Korea 
built up strong auto industries by fo- 
cusing first on low-cost cars and then 
progressing to their export. 


BRIC 

Although many Chinese and Indian 
vehicles don't meet Western safety and 
emission standards, they challenge ef- 
forts by established US, European, 
Japanese and Korean carmakers to win 
new customers in the fast-growing 
markets of BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India 
and China), South Africa, Eastern Eu- 
rope and other Asian countries where 
safety, comfort and horsepower don’t 
matter as much as in the West. The au- 
to research firm Global Insight predicts 
that by 2012, Chinese sales of light ve- 
hicles—cars, trucks and vans that 
weigh less than six tons—will soar by 
50.6 percent to 12 million. 

The auto titans are scrambling to ex- 
pand in China, where the overall vehi- 
cle market grew 25 percent to 7.23 
million units in 2006 while sales in 
North America, Europe and Japan 
dragged due to high fuel prices. For- 
eign carmakers sell both mass-market 
and luxury cars to meet the demand of 
both budget-conscious middle-class 
drivers and China's newly rich upper 
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iji Takeda (right) and Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. country chair Ed Chua 
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The low-cost global challenge 


Mendoza 


class. If China maintains this pace, it is 
expected to surpass the United States 
as the world’s biggest car market by 
2010. 

After China, India is the second 
hottest market with 1.1 billion people 
poised to buy minivans, small trucks 
and pint-sized cars this year. India has 
а 216 million middle-class population 
eager to snap up cars. In the year end- 

ing March 31, passenger car sales in In- 
dia climbed 21 percent to 1.38 million 
and may top 2 million vehicles by 
2010. About two-thirds of vehicle sales 
in India are low-budget subcompacts. 


Mature 

By taking advantage of inexpensive 
home-market labor and technology 
imported from Western partners and 
suppliers, Chinese and Indian car man- 
ufacturers stand to rapidly improve 
their products and could soon begin to 
attack mature markets. Just last week, 
BMW filed a lawsuit in Munich to pro- 
hibit the sale in Germany of the 
Shuanghuan CEO, a brazen Chinese 
imitation of the BMW X5. Shuanghuan 
defiantly displayed the CEO at the 
Frankfurt Motor Show, stealing the 
spotlight from world-famous German 
brands. 

Copying is the price of doing business 
їп China as alliances between Chinese 
and Western automakers expand. Gen- 
eral Motors and Honda (which produces 
the Fit/Jazz in China for export to Eu- 
rope) have sued Chinese carmakers for 
copying their designs but got little relief 
from Chinese courts. This did not deter 
GM from announcing that it will double 
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leads the ceremonial flag-off at the Shell station in Nagtahan, Manila. 


Enjoying RP sights using. . . 


From page B2-4 


world driving conditions,” Takeda explained. 

Aside from Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., which provided the fuel, IPC also 
partnered with Star Communications Hold- 
ings Corp., Oceanic Shipping Corp. and 


Winterpine Marketing Corp. 


This year's version covered six regions, 
four islands and two ro-ro (roll on-roll off) 
trips. acti lap winner won a special prize. 

"But more importantly, the Isuzu Chal- 
lenge 2007 incorporated fun activities 
along the way. On each stopover we held 
side challenges that allowed the teams to 
win more special prizes, although the re- 
sults did not affect the teams’ overall 


mileage figures,” Takeda added. 


First lap 


The event kicked off at Shell station in 
Nagtahan, Manila for the first lap that 
brought the participants to Camarines Sur 


Golf Club before concluding the 


Davao City. 
Winners 


production capacity with its joint-ven- 
ture partner Shanghai Automotive In- 
dustries Corp. by 2010 while slashing 
1,400 jobs in Belgium. GM will also 
ramp up production by 50 percent at 
Shanghai-GM-Walung, a separate ven- 
ture that produces mini-vehicles such as 
subcompact vans, more units of which 
were sold in China last year than GM's 
Saturn or Buick vehicles in the United 
States. 


Hub 

СМ CEO Rick Wagoner, in New Del- 
hi last April to launch GM's first small 
car in India, said that India could be- 
come a production hub for GM to ex- 
port cars worldwide. GM is banking on 
growth in China and India to offset the 
impact of declining sales in the mature 
markets of the West while at the same 
time to help fend off Toyota's challenge 
to GM's six-decade reign as the world’s 
No. 1 carmaker. 

But Toyota isn't sitting still either. 
“New markets outside Japan, the Unit- 
ed States and Europe are the key to fu- 
ture success," said Katsuaki Watanabe, 
the СЕО of Japan's largest carmaker as 
Toyota announced earlier this month 
an annual sales target of 10.4 million 
vehicles worldwide by 2009. Toyota 
plans to reach its target not only by ex- 
panding market share in the United 
States but also by boosting sales by as 
much as 50 percent in the BRIC coun- 
tries. 


Fastest growing 

Although GM entered China years 
earlier and enjoys a market share of 
about 11 percent there, Toyota is now 
one of the fastest growing brands and 
expects sales to reach 430,000 vehicles 
this year. By 2010, Toyota forecasts 
sales of more than one million vehicles 
in China, grabbing 10 percent of the 
Chinese market. In India, Toyota aims 
to increase sales to 200,000 vehicles by 
2010 and also develop a new low-cost. 


car to compete with Nissan's projected 
$2,500 car for the Indian market. 

Last July Chrysler and China's 
Chery Automobile Co. signed a deal 
whereby Chery will build small, inex- 
pensive cars under the Dodge brand 
for export initially to Latin America 
and Eastern Europe. Chrysler's deci- 
sion to outsource the manufacturing of 
some small car models reflects a new 
trend for global automakers who are 
struggling to trim costs and cope with 
mounting competition. Being able to 
produce low-cost small cars is essential 
for the big companies’ success as they 
increasingly turn to the developing 
world for growth. 


Torn 

At the same time, they have to con- 
tinue serving their established cus- 
tomers in the West. Torn between pro- 
ducing sporty, technically sophisticat- 
ed models for the mature markets of 
the West and small, no-frills budget 
cars for the fast-growing emerging 
markets, the major carmakers have to 
stretch their budgets and get creative 


as investments in new factories can. 
cost billions. 

Meanwhile, the progress of India's 
Tata Motors in developing the world's 
cheapest car is being watched by Toy- 
ota, Nissan, GM and Ford, which are 
developing or have launched cheap 
cars in the BRIC markets. Challenging 
Tata, Renault-Nissan is working on a 
cheaper (around $2,500) variant of 
the Logan, a low-cost ($6,000) small 
car launched in Romania in September 
2004 that to everyone's surprise be- 
came a marketing success. Renault- 
Nissan has a new joint venture with 
Mahindra & Mahindra, India's largest 
maker of jeeps and tractors, for a $908 
million factory that will produce most- 
ly budget-compact vehicles like the Lo- 
gan. 

As Mr. Ghosn said last week in 
Frankfurt, “The markets are growing 
in the emerging countries. If you don't 
go there, you can forget about having 
any sustainable hope for the future.” 

(With reports from WSJ, IHT, 
Bloomberg News and the Straits 
Times) 
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event at 


the Shell station on MacArthur Highway in 


In the end it was the pair of Isuzu Chal- 
lenge veterans Ron delos Reyes (‘Auto Re- 
view" motoring TV show producer and host) 
and Lester Dizon (Motorcycle magazine edi- 
tor) who topped the Crosswind category by 
achieving a 22.581 km per liter efficiency. 

Businessmen Dennis Belda and Renato 
Palad Jr. topped the D-Max category with 
24.172 km per liter while the pair of gar- 
dening enthusiast Dave Aquino and busi- 
nessman Oscar Nuke, both former winners 
in the previous runs of the Isuzu Challenge, 


won the Alterra category with a similar 


24.717 km per liter average. 


For their achievements, the winning teams 
each received P100,000 in cash, a trophy and 
other giveaways. The first and second run 
ners-up were also awarded P50,000 and 


and finally to Shell station in Pampang, 
Sorsogon (for a total of 640 km) 

For the second lap the participants start- 
ed at San Juanico Bridge and the 
MacArthur Shrine and ended at the Shell 
station in Liloan, Leyte—increasing the trip 
distance to 1,130 km. 

For the third and last lap, the teams visit- 
ed Isuzu Cagayan de Oro and Del Monte 


P25,000, plus trophies and giveaways. 

How did they do it? Dizon and Reyes said 
they were just conscious about their driving 
habits like knowing exactly when to shift to 
a higher gear without placing to much 
stress on their engine as well as driving ata 
steady speed, anticipating the stops (so 
hard braking may be avoided) and gradual T 
acceleration. Fast.Lane to the Grand Prix 
Witness breathtaking spe 
daredevil swerves in Macau this sare to Ма 

iovernbér. Yokohama, the official 
fire supplier for the 54th Macau Grand 
Prix, is giving away an-all-expense: 
paid trip to where the action is 


d and Grand prize includes. roundly 
au, hotel гасити айт 
with тиза, (Movember V 20, 2002) 
and VIP passes de the biggest 
tritani event in We ead 


(конина 
hire 


Fires to power your Mite 
to drive you to Maca 


M Ж: 3 ee " Promo tuns from September 14o October 31, 2007. See posters tor de 
2007 ISUZU Challenge Roadtrip winners (from left) Dizon and De los Reyes for the. 

Crosswind category; Palad and Belda for the D-Max category; and Aquino and Nuke for the 
Alterra category 
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using few lite 
of diesel 


By Charles E. Buban 
O BE FUEL EFFICIENT 
does not mean one has 
to drive too slow or en- 
dure scorching cabin temper- 
atures. 

In fact, the most fuel-efficient 
speed is quite fast already, between 
75 and 90 kilometers per hour 
(kph) and there are other fuel-sav- 
ing techniques—aside from turning 
the air-con off—that could be used 
while not taking away the pleasure 
in driving. 

“Driving should be fun even if 
you want to save on fuel. With this 
year’s edition of the Isuzu Chal- 
enge, we were again able to show 


that achieving fuel economy need 
not be boring," said Isuzu Philip- 
pines Corp. president Keiji Takeda. 

The Isuzu Challenge, which be- 
gan in 2002, has been visiting dif- 
ferent places around the country 
letting its participants enjoy the 
Philippine sights while trying to 
achieve consuming the least 
amount of fuel. 


Road trip style 

This time, IPC decided to make a 
road-trip style (last year was а 
champions edition) of activity that 
covered 1,764 kilometers starting 
from Luzon all the way to Min- 
danao using the diesel maker's cur- 
rent models—Alterra 4x2, D-Max 
4x2 and Crosswind Sportivo (all 
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Enjoying RP sights 


were manual). 

This year, we challenged.-- e 
our nine participating 
teams—three for each model—if ~ 
they can go the distance. They com- 
pleted three laps of strategic driving 
from Aug. 21 to 26,” Takeda 
shared. 

All participants were either Isuzu 
customers or members of the mo- 
toring media. 


Stock vehicles 

“Also, IPC provided all the stock 
vehicles used in the contest to guar- 
antee parity not to mention that the 
teams were made to drive with the 
air-conditioner on to simulate real- 
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WHILE 
ATTEMPTING 
to achieve the 
least amount 
of diesel fuel 
consumed, the 
participants 
crossed seas 
enjoying the 
sights at the 
same time. 
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THE QUALITY BENCHMARK 


FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Call, in 2000, when 
Hyundai announced major roorms aimed at signifi 
cently boosting the quainy of is vehictes, the com- 
pany's goal was to became опа ofthe world's high- 
fest quality automakers. To achieve this, a worldwide 
ually initiative was launched, focusing on thre 
Кау aroas о! quay leadership: intelligent argonom- 
1с enginaoring, obsessive customer locus and ac- 
‘coptance of ihe need or continuous change. Iis ha 
‘embodiment ol this quat initiative trat has fueled 
Hyundars significant improvements in vehicle qual 
\у ovar the past several yaars, as wel аз ls tremen- 
dous sales growth worldwide. 

'Hyundafs strategic focus on qualiy, backed by 
mora than 900 Hyundai qualtydedcated ong- 
neers, is now integrated thoughout all phases of ve- 
ica development -resoarch, design, engineering, 
production, distribution, customer dalvery and be- 
Yond. This quality leadership initiative is spearhead- 
‘ed by Hyundai Motor Company's Quaity Depart- 
ment in Korea, wih coordination and continual 
‘ross-lunctonal interaction with ts mary other es- 
tablished qualiy teams throughout ha world 


Quality and the 
North American Market 

For veheles destined for the North American 
markat, Implementation of Hyunda's quality initia- 
the has meant sgnicant input om and мое. 
meni by dedicated qualty experts at Hyundai Motor 
Amarica (HMA); Hyundai Norin American Qualy 
Conter (NAOC) in Chino, Caloris: Hyundai Auto- 
тое Technical Cantor (НАТО) in Ann Arbor, 
Mtohigan; and Hyundai Motor Manulacturing of 
„тепа (HMMA) т Montgomery Alabama. Work- 
"ng together, ese entities have estaishe a sys- 
tom of ually proceduras to assure al Hyundai ve- 
"icies moot tha highest standards that American 
consumers have come о expect and demand - 
when purchasing a new vehicie. 

During tha design phase, HMA, HATCI, NAOC 
and HMMA meet regularly with Hyundars Quality 
ала Research and Development Departmonts in 
Korea to review what's armed "ha voca ofthe con- 
sumer extensive research, market analysis and 
oocbuck daa Кол vanicle owners and prospective 
buyers. These cross-functional ntrmation sharing 
and intensive problem solving sessions continue 


пон embraced as a necessary siop ol a much more 
‘dynamic and Зехїле development process that ex- 
ресі - and immediately addresses - necessary 
changes o assure quai is never compromised. 
‘Once early Hyundai prototype vehicles are pro- 
duced, hey are nigorousiy tested and evaluated юг 
‘quali п а number ol areas, incucing exterior and 
interior ft and Wish: perormance under varying 
conditions; joint weiding: paint quality noise, vra- 
"ion and harerness: eiecincal connacions, among 
‘thor tems. Hyundai testing tacities in Namyang, 
tor example, include three wind testing tunnels, al- 
towing simulaton ol wind speeds of 125 mph and re- 
Creaton of rain, siest and snow, to test inclement 
weather ellects on vehicies. Qualty test teams at 
НМА, HATCI and NAOC put extensive miles on ve- 


ls, run additonal evaluations on Hyundars test 
"rack in Fontana, Calloria, and conduct hot and 
‘cold weathar tesis in the Mojave Desert and inta 
national Falls Minnesota, locations known lor their 
xreme femporatures Tes! results and accompa: 
nying data aro then relayed lo Hyundai Motor Com- 
panys Quality Department, so thal any needed ve- 
ice modifications and changes can be mmediats- 


э, data-driven feedback ор and interaction contin- 
оез, as qualty teams review and incorporala add 
tional changes and other Improvements based оп 
ассос rom U S.-based markotng locus groups, 
теза preview toss, early consumer reactions and 
other ata. 

Quaity assurance s аво incorporated through: 
‘ut the vehicle delivery process. For vehicles pro- 
ucedin Korea, qualty aus are intiated onthe as- 
‘sembly ine and continued at ha Port in Ulsan and 
through the ports of entry into the U.S. In Alabama, 
all vehcies oll the assomby tne receive an immedi 
ato inspection by HMMA's Qualty Assurance De- 
partment, as weli as a test track evaluation. Another 
{quality inspection is also conducted by Hyundai's 
Alabama shipping processors. Once vehicles ara in 
transito dealerships via ruck or rail, doalers have 
өеп trained о nitate another 51-point inspection 
on vehicles received, assuring that по quality issues 
have occured during мәе wansi. Aller cus- 
tomers purcnase a Hyundai vehicle, Hyundal Motor 


America representatives contact them within sovar- 
ai days to inqure about thor dealorshp experionce, 
эз wel азо discuss any problems or quality issues 
they may have with thelr vehicle. Again, this inlor- 
mation is looped back lo all Hyundai enllies in- 
volved inthe qualty assurance process lor immedi- 
ae roview and evaluation. 


Hyundai Quality - Backed 
by America's Best Warranty 

Given ts ngorous and conpato quay pro- 
ram means Pat Hyundai can сопот back ha 
{ual end ratsmanchip of every vecie s ino- 
‘pine Hyundai Advantage, Amanco's Best Warran- 
\у. Provided on every naw voco sinco Ino 1999 
‘Model year and ситету covering more than 2.75 
mion vehicles natonvrco, The Hyundai Advan- 
тад an industry hrst when troduced е now lur- 
ther complmanted by another industry irst, he now 
Hyundai Certied Pre-Oumod Lined Warranty in 
Wodoced in May 2007. fe pre-owned program 
boasts в 10-yar100,000 mf powertrain warranty 
n used vehicles dang back ive modal years t 
have es han 60,000 mis 


Hyundai Motor America 

Hyundai Motor Amenca, hoadquartered in 
Fountain Valey, Call is a subsidary of Hyundai 
Molor Company ol Korea. Hyundai cars and sport 
uty vehicles are isrbued throughout the United 
Staes by Hyundai Motor America and are sold and 
serviced by more than 750 Hyundai dealerships 
nationwide. 
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The formula for an 
unforgettable trip? 

One colorful city, a group 
of lomographers, over 20 
toy cameras and one 
undeniably great sale 


By Pam Pastor 


HEY WEREN'T KIDDING 
when they called it The 
Great Samsung Sale. 

Inspired by shopping festivals in other 
countries, Samsung decided to hold the 
first ever Great Samsung Sale, and their 
chosen venue for the mobile madness was 
Cagayan de Oro. 

“We are going down the market line. We 
believe in localization, in reaching out to 
ouf"inarket,” said Angie Limbaco, Sam- 
sung's brand and PR group head. 

And what a way to reach out. With the 
help of Roger Chui, Samsung's dealer in Ca- 
gayan de Oro, the company managed to 
turn CDO into Samsung city from July 20 to 
September, coinciding with CDO's fiesta. 


Branding power 

Right from the start, on our way to the 
hotel from the airport, we were over- 
whelmed at Samsung's display of branding 
power. The Great Samsung Sale was being 
announced via countless billboards and 
posters pasted on jeepneys, tricyles, taxis, 
mobile trucks and what have you. 

The sale reminders continued during 

- lunch—with the signs on the table and the 
pins on the waiters’ shirts. 

After lunch, we took what we now think of 
as The Great Samsung Sale walk—from 
Robinsons to Limketkai Mall. Armed with 
some 20 toy cameras, lomographers Ronald 
Cruz, Jay Lara, Jill Lejano, Coco Pablo, Rollie 
Valenzuela and Ruby de Vera captured the 
scene, from stores bustling with activity and 
games being held in the middle of malls to 
the Ultra Mobile Nation setup in Robinsons, 
and finally to Samsung's concept shop, which 
was bursting with flyers and promo materials 
in different languages. 

Apart from the huge discounts, there 
were many elements to The Great Samsung 
Sale, giving people more reasons to shell 
out their money for a dose of technology. 
Some purchases came with freebies and 
bonuses such as restaurant discounts, con- 
cert tickets and even Swiss knives. 

‘There were Buy One Take One promos 
for mobile phones. Other promos invited 
users to try mobile phones for two days, al- 
lowing them to return the units if they find 
them unsatisfactory. Consumers were also 
given the chance to win Samsung TVs. 


Surreal scene 
We continued to feel Samsung's presence 
_. that evening, when we went to Divisoria 
2: Café to check out the bands. Samsung's 
support for the city's festivities was evident, 
+ what with the giant mobile phones making 
the scene even more surreal. 

The next day, we met Noel Dajao, Sam- 
sung's brancli manager for Cagayan de Oro 
at the Miss Kagay-an Tourism 2007 pageant, 
which Samsung also sponsored. Natasha 
Mills was crowned Miss Samsung that night. 

Although we had been invited to Ca- 
‘gayan de Oro for The Great Samsung Sale, 
we were allowed to explore the city, too, to 
take in the sights and to taste local flavors, 
to push ourselves, to make memories that 
would last a very long time. Р 

Ме left understanding why this giant T E f [DEPARTMENT STORE| 
brand seemed so enamored with Cagayan de А See 
Oro. The sale was great and the city was even 
greater. 

‘Turn the page and start your own Ca- 
gayan de Oro adventure. 


Ataste of awesome . 
Supersampling . 
"from Ruby de Vera 


GET some TLR love 
from Jay Lara 


‘Beauty pageant, CDO-style 


‘THEY TAKE BEAUTY PAGEANTS SERIOUSLY. 

No surprise there, as the Miss Kagay-an 
‘Tourism beauty pageant is one of the high- 
lights of the Kagay-an Fiesta. 

The people watching the pageant at the 
Atrium of Limketkai were so engrossed with 
what was happening onstage that when we 
accidentally blocked their view as we made 
‘our way to the front in an attempt to get better 
photos, people hissed angrily at us to sit 
down. 

Each girl had her own cheering squad in the 
audience—different sections that cheered 
and hooted as their numbers were called. 

Many awards were handed out, including 

ALL eyes on the finalists; (below) Miss Samsung Natasha Mills the Miss Samsung Award which was given to 
4 evoToseyuitgao Natasha Mills. At the end of the night, Diana 
" Bagonoc was crowned Miss Kagay-an Tourism. 
2007. Diana will now serve as the city's Am- $ = 

bassador of Goodwill s UNG: 

The question-and-answer portion was en- доме > 
tertaining. The girls were asked tò share how 2 
they would promote Cagayan де Ого as a 
tourist destination. Some came up with 
unique answers like increasing Cagayan's 
gross domestic product (huh?) and focusing 
оп local caves’ stalactites and stalagmites. 

Sure, some of them stammered and stut- 
tered, but they were all proud of their city—its 
places for white water rafting, the warmth of 
the locals and its reputation as a place for 
building friendships. 

The girls agreed Cagayan de Oro was a 
place for making memories. We couldn't agree 
more. PP 
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BUILT IN 1901, CAGAYAN DE 
Oro's Plaza Divisoria is a park in- 
tended to honor heroes like Andres 
Bonifacio and Dr. José Rizal. 

On Friday and Saturday nights, 
people enjoy live music, beer and 
barbecue at the Night Café set up in 
the area. There's a night market, у 
too, where people can score bar- 
gains after sunset. 

The place was a hive of activity 
the night we visited because of the 
town fiesta. There were huge stages 
that gave the local bands the chance 
to be heard, plus body paint-cov- 
ered men, lovers sitting on plant 
boxes, and people eating, drinking 
and dancing. 

Fireworks lit the night sky, a | 
beautiful way to end an evening ina 
Divisoria that’s а far cry from the 
one we know in Manila. PP 
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Limketkai Center looks plane sticking out of its facade like P. 


and feels like an authen- 208%. 


T There was even a time when diners 
tic American diner complete could actually go inside and explore 


with a bar equipped with the planes interiors. While you can 
leather stools, cozy booths and no longer do that nowadays, there are 
vintage paraphernalia. other things you can do at P Joe's: en- 

ur ud с јоу the food, hang ош with friends 
and take a ton of photos. 

"Try the baby-back ribs, juicy burgers, 
lengua, chicken fingers, mozzarella 
sticks and shakes. The food is 
good—good enough to help you forget 
your desire to find out what's inside 
that old airplane. 

Visit P. Joe's Diner at Rosario Strip 
Limketkai Center Cagayan de Oro. 
Call 088-8591210. 


P . JOES DINER IN But not all diners have an old air- 


THIS Tiger no longer flies. muno AMERICAN diner, CDO-style Rusy nevera perm 


PLANTATION 
stopover 


eapple 
paradise 


WE TOOK A SIDE TRIP TO PINEAPPLE 
paradise—the Del Monte Plantation in 
ү 2 Bukidnon. 
Luto na may pagmamahal, ito ang mga [p — 
. D , D van ride, we were rewarded with a view of 
paborito na binabalik-balikan. : Vedere rd БЕО ое Wale 
ing to be picked. 

People aren't kidding when they call 

Bukidnon “the food basket of Mindanao.” 
But the Del Monte Plantation is home to 
more than just pineapples and cattle. It also. 
boasts of a world-class, 18-hole golf course 
and a clubhouse that serves thick steaks, 
Pam Pastor 
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Chicken overload 


KAGAYANONS GET THEIR REGULAR 
dose of crisp chicken goodness from 
Sunburst, a food chain found all over 
Visayas and Mindanao. Even tourists 
are big fans. People who have visited 
Cagayan de Oro have extolled the 
virtues of eating at Sunburst in count- 
less travel websites. 

Diners are given the option of choos- 
ing their favorite chicken parts to be en- 
joyed with steamed rice, The Chix n 
c s Crackers is a must-try. The killer combi- 
“fore ene CR... nation of fried chicken skin and potato 

AS chips isso good that people bring orders 
back to Manila in Ziploc bags. And the 
best part—they stay crisp even after re- 
heating. 

The potato salad is worth a try, too. 
Enjoy! Pam Pastor 
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More Cagayan 
De Oro fun 


A COLORFUL FIESTA, WHITE-WATER raft- 
ing, good food and even a road trip to a 
pineapple plantation aren't the only things 
you can enjoy in Cagayan de Oro. 

Here are some other possible adventures 
for tourists seeking all kinds of thrills in this 
lovely place: 

eif you're extra-gutsy, пу the canopy 
walk, rappel or give the zip line a shor at the 
Macahambus Adventure Park. 

Kayak at the Cagayan River, 

* Enjoy the Catanico Falls. 

© Go horseback riding and biking at the 
Mapawa Nature Park 

‘eVisit the St. Augustine Cathedral, the 
home of the Archdiocese of Cagayan де Oro. 

‘eCheck out the Macahambus Cave, an 
underground cave that was the site of the 
famous Battle of Macahambus Hill between 
local militia and American soldiers during 
the war in 1900. . Pam Pastor 
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ADVENTURE starts here. 


You квар your foot constantly locked 

| to make sure you don't fall off the raft. 
Sure, the guide has taught you what to 
do in case you fall into the water—but 
you have no plans of giving that a shot 


By Pam Pastor 


HE ADVENTURE 
starts way before 
you hit the water. 

When people start warning 
you about the dangers, when 
you hear about how hard you 
have to paddle, when you ask 
yourself if you're really ready to 
hit the rapids. 

But you push those thoughts 
away and only start entertain- 
ing them again when you see 
the brightly colored jeepney 
pullirig up in front of your hotel, 
with two big red rafts secured to 
its roof. 


wavoevem You wonder if you should 


bolt back into the hotel room 
and hide under the covers. But, 
instead, you hop ‘aboard enthu- 
siastically. 


Long and bumpy 

‘The ride to the river is long 
and bumpy and by the time you 
get there, you have forgotten 
about being nervous. There are 
a lot of things to be done—sun- 


block to be applied, life vest to "E 


be worn, helmet to be put on. 
Besides, your paddle is waiting. 

The guides ask you to get into 
the water for a quick orienta- 
tion, The river is ice-cold and 
you stifle a scream. The guide 
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Aiko Finally 
Secret To Her Weight-Loss 


She was one of Philippine cinema's 

favorite young sweethearts who 

eventually evolved into a more 

accomplished, mature actress — and then 

some. Actress. Mother. Public Official. 

Aiko Melendez has assumed many roles 

not only in front of the cameras, but also 

under the watchful eyes (and sometimes 

inevitable scrunity) of the public. 

One of the visible "changes" in Aiko 

\ was her transformation from being 

X. naturally slim to being overweight. 

From a 28-inch waistline, she went 

| uptoa 37, something she didn't think 
would happen. 

"Туе been slim almost half of my life," 

Aiko shares. "I was athletic, I used to 

swim. My frame was really slim. Iwas 

even flat-chested before! I never 

thought I'd end up gaining weight." 

How did she end up gaining all the 

excess weight? "I think it started with my 

pregnancy," Aiko recalls, "Kasi during my 

first pregnancy, I had this notion that I could 

eat anything] wanted because Twas eating for 

two: So I spoiled myself. And L ended up 


7 gaining a drastic amount of weight! Imagine, 


1 even went up to a 37-inch waistline!” 
Used to being slim, Aiko was unprepared 
for the emotional toll her weight gain would 
take on her. " felt really bad,’ she remembers. 
"When I went to the mall, people would just 
come up to me and say, ‘Aiko, anong nangyari? 
Bakit ang taba mo ná ngayon? and ‘Ang ganda 
ngmukha mo kaya lang angtaba mo, which was 
pretty harsh. I really lost my self-confidence. I 
felt like а losyang 1 couldn't even dress well. 
When you're fat limited ang clothes mo. Aside 
from that, Tito Wyngard, my manager, told 
me I was losing a lot of opportunities work- 
wise. He said there were a lot of acting offers 
but they required me to lose weight first, That 


made me feel even worse." 

She was desperate to lose the weight - fast. 
However, this meant resorting to rash decisions in 
finding weight-loss solutions, "Tried every diet there 
is!" Aiko recalls. "South Beach, After 6, Atkins — you 
name it, Гуе tried it! But when I losta bit of weight, 
Thada tendency to be lax. So I'd end up eating ang 
gaining weight again. [also tried diet pills, but ended 
up getting hospitalized because ofit. I felt na parang 
nabibingi ako, | was getting palpitations and I was 
becoming irritable. 1 also had problems with my 
blood circulation." 

Eventually she thought she found a solution in 
liposuction, "I had liposuctions done in various parts 
of the body — my arms, my back, my legs, my tummy 
— basically everywhere. And yeah, you do lose the 
weight, But ifyou don't watch your diet or exercise 
and regain the weight again, it becomes double, even 
triple of what you lost before. What's more, I was 
told you can only have at east 3 lipo'sin your lifetime. 
"Cause it can affect your heart, your blood and the 
anesthesia used can even affect your memory! Plus 
when I gained weight again, I noticed lumilipat yung 
taba in different parts of the body. I wasn't 
proportioned.” 

She became hopeful when she saw close friend 
Dawn Zulueta's transformation from gaining post- 
pregnancy weight to slimming down to a body even 
sexier than what she had prior to the weight gain! 
Dawn went from 146 to an amazing 126 Ibs. thanks 
to religiously committing to Marie France treatments. 

"Seeing how Marie France worked for Dawn 
inspired me," Aiko says. "Achieving my ideal weight 
has become very important. I was about 181 Ibs. 
when I first came to Marie France. The treatments 
were working and I saw how I was slowly but surely 
losing the pounds. However, after a few months of 
treatment, I had to stop because of elections where 
Iran for Quezon City Councilor. The stress from 
that also made me lose a couple of pounds. Then 
after that, I went straight back to Marie France to 
continue my program. In two months, I lost 17 Ib: 
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Reveals The 


As of now, I'm already 148 
lbs. I'm still a work in 
progress, though. I'm hoping 


to reach my ideal weight па 
mga 130 to 135 Ibs.” 
Aiko has nothing 


butraves for the Marie 
France treatments: 
"With Marie France 
kash it's safe. There are 
no medications, no 
crazy dieting, no 
surgery. It's purely ; 
machines working 

on your body. You 
just lie down and 
relax! My top 3 ! 
favorite treatments ĝi 
are Endermologie, чы 
Velasmooth and 
Physique." 


seen her transformation 
have encouraging reactions. 

"They tell me, ‘Anglakinang % 
pinayat mo! Anong ginagawa \ 
mo? and I tell them | do Marie 
France treatments. I'm very 
pleased with the results. Plus I feel 
healthier too! Soa huge thanks to} 
Marie France for all the nice 
comments I've been es 
getting. But I'm not з= 
done yet! Just you май. Гл esse 
going to get even slimmer,” Aiko promises 
confidently. 

{Like Aiko, you can also lose the excess weight 
the healthy, easy, non-surgical way. Call Marie 
; France today at 894-BODY (2639); Cebu 
| (032) 233-7637; Pampanga (045) 961-2981 
“for a free consultation. 
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29 Poker payment 

31 Bustles 

33 Earthenware 

43 Fenderflaw 59 Concordes, 

48 Deere rival familiarly 

50 John irving ttie 61 Flight school 
hero final 


35 Breezed 

through 

37 Scope of 
operation 

39 Author Dinesen 

40 ltalian noble 


63 Gilette shaver 

64 Swann ог 
Redgrave 

66 So-so grade 

67 Bottom line 


52 Religious belief 

53 Fred's dancing 
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55 Favors one leg 
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tu AT NAN ANS 
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FRESH, BRACKISH 
AT SA WATER. 


LOVEKNOTS 


Mo ND PD ANG 
MASAA NYO 2A 
НАГ. KAY ERRPY 


мно WoN^t 
вецеле 05 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


[ткл xo ая» Vrseneur tarea n oas 
m at ACA расло А902 


з 


1077 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc 


| о чоо оь @ o] 


{ro 


©: 


HOWTOPLAYSUDOKU су Level dec 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at www.sudoku.com 


GARFIELD. 
GARFIELD WAS TEASING 


ME ABOUT COMING TO 
THE BALLET 


BY JIM DAVIS 


HOROSCOPE 


YOU BORN TODAY-Athoogh you're success-oriented and ambitious, you're also very sensitive. (You need to be reassured by loved 
ones. Avoid boredom. Your mind is so fast and sharp that you need constant stimulation. In your later years, you will grow to be quite 
philosophical and wise. The year ahead is the beginning of a new cycle for you. Open any door. New avenues are promising! 


Birthdate of: Trisha Yearwood, singer; Joan Lunden, TV journalist Jeremy trons, actor 


ARIES (March 21 to April 
19): This is a classic day for 
machinery or equipment to 
break down at work. Quite 
likely, youre facing situa- 
tions that need to be re- 
paired. (This could include. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22): 
Power struggles about 

money, cash flow or possi- 

bly even your earnings are 

"key today. Is this really the 

way to attain your objec- = 
tives? Think about t. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to 
Dee. 21): Power struggles 
with parents, bosses, the po- 
lice and VIPS are hard to 
avoid today. People, espe- 
cially people In authority, are 
quick to throw their weight 
around. Walk gently. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22); Be very careful today. 
Ether you're оп the 
warpath or somebody else 
is. If you get pushy about 
having your way, yov on- 
ly increase the opposition 


TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20): Parents must be patient 
with children today. Roman- 
tic partners must be patient 
with each other. Power 


struggles can arise essi 


(But what a waste of time) 
Swords with someone. In 


particuiar, people are keen 


to tel you how to make improvements ог 

howto do things beter. (Dops.) 

Ө ‘what's best, but others want 
to resist your suggestions. 


Because you're not а quitter, you won't let 
go! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
RA Jan. 19): Avoid religious and 
Poltical arguments today. 
People are very set In their 
Мене today and ready to de- 
dend thelr opinions and 

ideas, Be carefull 


e 
6 


1o you. Siow down; take it easy. 


something or someone. 


e 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Be patent with parents 
and family members today. 
Из very easy to cross 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): 
Research or a іше bit of dig- 
ging might reveal some juicy 
secrets today. Something 
wil happen that gives you 
private Information about 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
18): Disputes about s 
property are likely today. 
Avoid these if you can 
Sometring you're responsi- 
ble for might break. Tread 

carefully and act responsibly 


© 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 
21): I you encounter some- 
опе who seems to be com- 
ang on too heavy, ust step 
aside. ("A lot of men didn't, 
and the lot of men died." 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20): Be diplomatic with part- 
ners and close friends today. 
Power struggles can erupt 
easily. Since anger serves no 
purpose except to make ev- 
егуопа miserable, chil out. 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22k Confict with siblings 
‘and daly contacts is likely 
today. You think you know 
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‘Text and photos by Ron Cruz , 2bU! Contributor 


OLDEN FLOATS, MARCHING i 
G bands, beauty queens and an over- |. 
load of color characterized Cagayan i 
de Ого? recent fiesta. Locals cheered and 
visitors stood in awe as the city feted its her- 
itage with one big street party, unmindful of 
the scorching midday sun. 
More affectionately called The City of Golden 
Friendship, Cagayan de Ого'в reputation for fun, 
me and friendship is much deserved. Dubbed as 
the festival showcased that 
шз spirit to tl 


TORTURE 
on wheels. 


"a = AURA 


a invasion 


ee WE HAD TIMETO KILL ON OUR | stalls. Soon, we found ourselves or throw coins onto square-cov- 
гл first day in Cagayan de Oro, so entering a local perya. ered boards. There were a num- 
ме took a walk around the There were booths inviting ber of rides, including a carousel, 
Limketkai area, past the street customers to shoot plastic ducks а horror train and the octopus. 
We defied our fear and clam- 
пстер bered onto the roller coaster, 
4 which clattered its way across the 
rails, It was fast, really fast, and 
the ride shook us hard, making us 
feel like frail rag dolls being 
waved around by an angry brat. 
‘At the end of the ride, our bod- 
ies were aching, we all felt weak 
and one of us had lost a phone. 
We walked away from that 
perya with a ton of pictures and . Я 
some temporary souvenirs— SHOOT 
bruises from the crazy roller- d the duck 
coaster ride that taught us con- 
quering our fear could be fun, 
а Pam Pastor 


“KILL the wall. 


pe 


Shootin 


SCENES from а very wet morning nusvpevera 


gthe 


Dr et al 
RAFTING, captured the fisheye way roncauz 


Jccepwo: 


rapids 


ks the first-timers in the group to 
raise their hands. He then says it's his 
first time to guide, too. You laugh ner- 
vously, telling yourself that he's kid- 
ding. 

The guide demonstrates the differ- 
ent ways to paddle and you try to 
copy him. One of your rafting buddies 
starts laughing at the way you're 
holding your paddle. 

Soon, you are asked to separate in- 
to two groups. You are grateful that 
you are in a raft with people who 
have gone white-water rafting be- 
fore. 


Stellar klutziness 

ice there are just five of you, you 
end up sitting on the right side with 
only one other person. You are glad 
there is no one behind you. Other- 
wise, with your stellar klutziness, you 
would have ended up accidentally 
whacking that person on the head 
with the paddle. 

You find yourself in the middle of 
Cagayan River, paddling away. Your 
guide Mau says the current appears 
strong that day and you will be hitting 
14 rapids. 

‘At that point, no trace of nervous- 
ness is left. You are actually excited. 

You keep your foot constantly 
locked to make sure you don't fall out 
of the raft. Sure, the guide has taught 
you what to do in case you fell into 
the water (just lie back and spread 
your legs)—but you have no plans of 
giving that a shot. 


Safe and extreme 

Mau says each rapid has a safe and 
extreme side. If he feels your group is 
good enough at paddling, he will give 
you the option of taking the extreme 
side. 

You are with a group of enthusias- 
tic paddlers and you can proudly say 
you have taken the extreme side of 


CAGAYAN River ` rusrbevera 


Ак 
every rapid except for one. After sur- 
viving each rapid, Mau would shout, 
“High Буе!” and you would knock 
paddles with the people with you, cel- 
ebrating the fact that your raft did not. 
tip over, 

Your group is so hyper that when 
you're paddling between rapids, you 
actually make your raft spin to add to 
the excitement. 

Because the strong current has 
made your raft move fast and you 
have time to spare, your guides de- 
cide its time to give you a little treat. 
You are asked to get off the rafts. With 
a lot of difficulty, you slip and trip 
your way to what looks like a cave. 

The current is even stronger there 
and you have to form a line and hold 
on to the people beside you. Mau is 
there to guide you, asking you to lie. 
back, spread your legs and let the cur 
rent carry you out of the cave. 

They call it “riding the rapids,” you 
call it “getting river water into your 
nose and mouth and not caring be- 
cause you are having too much fun.” 


The graduation rock 

Soon, you're back on the raft, ready 
to hit the last two rapids. After the last 
опе, Mau says you are headed to the 
Graduation Rock. That's a rock where 
people who've survived the rapids 
can climb and leap off. 


ON THE long and bumpy road 
runs 


make it happen 


The future is in your hands. John Robert Powers 
has a program just for you to make it happen! 
Modeling. Acting. Personal Development. Executive Grooming, 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers Diploma. 


CALL NOW: 892 9511 or 927 0465 


(Makati City) 


(Quezon City) 


www johnrobertpowers.com 


Gasmer Building, 195 Salcedo St., 


Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Gwarded parning nearby 


Ground Floor, Cinderella Building 


825 EDSA, Quezon City 
Parning an premaes 


FREE CONSULTATION. 0% INTEREST. 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. 


ROLE VALENZUELA 


EPA 


fto 


Strangely, you feel a strong urge to 
do the jump. When Mau asks who 
would want to come, youre one of 
only four people to raise their hands. 
You can feel the others eyes on you, 
their faces covered with expressions 
of disbelief. 

You, the sissy who dove into the 
‘middle of the raft to avoid falling into 
the water, would actually leap off a 
rock into the icy river? 

Soon, you're grappling your way 
up the rock. There's another guide 
there and he tells you where to stand. 
From up there, the Graduation Rock 
no longer looks like a rock, it looks 
more like a cliff. And jumping seems 
extra-difficult because you have no 
steady footing, the rock's surface be- 
ing too rough and jagged. 

‘The guide tells you to get ready. He 
says you have to make sure you jump 
far to avoid hitting the rock. Your 
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ROLLE VALENZUELA 


heart starts pounding as he starts 
counting. “One, two, th---" 


Plunging to your death 

“Wait wait wait wait!” you say, 
looking at your companions who are 
sitting in the rafts, their cameras 
ready to capture your fall. 

You take a deep breath, telling 
yourself that its fine, that even if you 
plunged to your own death at least 
you were able to ask your compan- 
ions to tell your mom that you just 
wanted to see if you could do it. 

The guide starts counting again, 
“One, two, three!” 

“Waiiit!” you say again. Your com- 
panions are laughing at this point and 
you start wondering if the guide is 
about to just push you off the rock. 

You take another deep breath and 
this time, when he counts, you fling 
yourself off the rock. Soon, you're 
falling falling falling, and you have 
only one thought in your head. 
"Where's the water? Where's the wa- 
ter?" 

The answer comes soon—when the 
water welcomes your body. 


High fives 

You grab the rope and pull yourself. 
towards the raft. You climb onboard 
again, your knees still shaking. You 
exchange high fives with the other 
people who have jumped and you 
start wondering if you can do it 
again. 

Soon you're paddling your way to 
the end of your adventure—and the 
end of the adventure signals the start 
oflunch. 

You have a feast of lechon, chicken, 
prawns, fish, steamed rice and ba- 
nanas waiting. The river of your great. 
adventure now serves as a backdrop 
fora good meal. 

On the way back to the city, heavy 
rain assaults the jeepney you're rid- 
ing, but you don’t mind. A little 
downpour is nothing, not when 
you're dreaming of shooting more 
rapids and leaping off many more 
rocks masquerading as mini-clis. 


Have your own rapid 
adventure 

White water rafting costs around 
P1,200 per person and that in- 
cludes lunch (but sadly, not the /e~ 
chon). Visit www.raftingedo.com. 
Our guides came from Red Rafts 
River Tours. 


‘Metrobank Credit Card rewards you with privileges that are nothing less than heavenly. 
Just look for the "М here My Place sign. 


For inquiries, сай 8-700-700 


@& Metrobank 


Youre in унд hands. 


md 
THEM HERE PROGRAM OF METROBANK CARD CORPORATION IS NOT INSURED BY THE PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Televiewers: Stop Joey de Leon 


wow inquirecneVentertainment 
‘THE MOVIE AND TELEVISION 
Review and Classification Board 
has warned “Eat Bulaga" co- 
host Joey de Leon against mak- 
ing any more “aggravating” 
statements against “Wowowee” 


host Willie Revillame. MTRCB 
Chair Marissa Laguardia said 
she issued the warning after re- 
ceiving televiewers complaints 
Ма text messages last week. 

Marinel R. Cruz 


DALLAS—ACTOR PETER FON- 
da is auctioning off some of his 
memorabilia from “Easy Rider,” 
including the American flag 
taken from the back of the jack- 


et he wore throughout the film: 
Fonda was producer, co-writer 
and co-star of the groundbreak- 
ing 1969 movie. The flag has an 
estimated value of $50,000. AP, 


come home 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


OR HER GRADUATION GIFT, 

KC Concepcion asked her 

mom, Sharon Cuneta, for 
two things: a Cartier watch, and 
permission to pursue a career in 
show business. 

“I want her to always be happy with 
what I do. I don't think I'll be comfort- 
able knowing that she's upset,” Mega's 
daughter said during the launch of her 
ABS-CBN TV special, "KC from Paris to 
Pinas." 

KC recently finished a BA in Internation- 
al Corporate Communications at the Amer- 
ican University in Paris. She is back in the 
Philippines, she said, "To be of use to this 
industry and this country" 


When you craved Filipino food in Paris, 
what did you eat? 

Tve been a pesco-vegetarian for six years 
now. That means I eat only seafood and 
vegetables. In Paris, [learned to make tuna 
adobo and bought vegetarian kare-kare 
from Filipinos there. Rice is the easiest 
thing to cook. I fry it with garlic. 


When you felt homesick, what did you 
do? 

From Paris, it's easy to travel to other Eu- 
ropean countries by train. So, whenever I 
needed to cheer myself up or see other 
sights, my friends and I take the train. 


What's your favorite place in Paris? 
There were cafés that 1 went to when 1 
wanted to be alone. There are also very 
beautiful gardens there— very quiet, relax- 
ing. You will see some of them on the show. 


Were.you alone a lot? 

‘Yes. Paris is good place for thinking. But 
I have friends there and we did all sorts of 
things together. 


Do you think it was easy for your mom to. 
let you study abroad? 

Of course she had apprehensions, as any 
mother would. We don’t have relatives in 


TAKE 
Five 


KC CONCEPCION at 
the “Paris to Pinas” 
press con комуномилоА 


a 


Paris—but that was one of the reasons I 
wanted to study there. 


Aside from being independent, what oth- 
er things did you learn that you can now 
apply to your life here? 

То always explore. To always try to learn 
new things about other countries. I realized 
that we're too culturally isolated. We have a 
lot to learn about our neighbors, whether 
it’s about fashion or politics. 


When you're away, what do you miss 
about the country? When you're here, 
what do you miss about living abroad? 

1 miss the laughter, which is very much 
part of our culture. Sobrang masayahin 
tayo. Lahat kasi dinadaan sa biro. 

When I'm here, I miss my independence. 
And I don’t always have people around me, 
so there's time to reflect. 


Was your dad (former actor Gabby Con- 

cepcion) at your graduation ceremony? 
No, although he wanted to come. He 

promised he'd visit Paris with me someday. 


‘To be of 

use to this 
industry 

and this 
country — | - 


Mega’s 
permission 


Wine Depot 
Makati (Yakal) 


ic 


Se 


your way to E73) 
e E73 
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WIN 1 of 28 IPods (268) 


i WIN 1 of 28 tickoto tor 2 
"STANT SOUP-or prizes! 


to tho Black Eyed Peas 
Bangkok Concort 
July 27 - Oct. 28, 2007 


you. А 
аот дапсвз of winning tor over! © 
Soup мш 292 ami (тво) WOO"! 


447 Yakal Street, 

San Antonio Village, 
кан City 

Fel: 844-9133 


TOAST 2007 


Fall Out Boy here for shows 
Concept FAST CASH for your QUICK NEEDS! 


Concepcion 
PLANTERSBANK 


Hania Creat 


INSTANT CASH LOAN P30,000 to 500,000 
INSTALLMENT PLAN CHOICE 12, 18, 24, 
ЗО or 36 months 

FAST APPLICATION PROCESSING TIME 
FRIENDLY INTEREST RATES 

NO COLLATERAL 


Wine Depot 
Makati (Reposo). 
#217 Nicanor. 
Garcia (formerly 
Reposo St) 

Makati City 
197-3220 
897-8167 


The Wine & Food Festival 
Sept. 21-22: 2:00pm Open 8:00pm Close 
The Rockwell Tent 
Rockwell Center, Makati City 


RECENTMTVVIDEO 
‘Award-winning band 
Fall Out Boy is arriv- 
ing in Manila today 
for two shows at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Both concerts, for 
tomorrow and Fri- 
day, are sold out. 
Tickets went fast 
online via the MTV 
Philippines website. 

Why is this young 
American band зо 
hot? 

Formed in Chicago 
in 2001, е 
group—Patrick 
Stump (lead vocals, 
rhythm guitar, com- 
poser), Pete Wentz 
(bass guitar, backup 
vocals, lyricist), Joe 
Trohman (lead gui- 
tar), and Andy Hur- 
ley (drums)—draws 
its musical energy 
from punk rock. 

Combined with 
Stumps eamest 
singing of Wentzs 
irony-drenched 
lyrics, FOB bursts 
with an intensity that 
speaks directly to lo- 
cal fans, most proba: 
bly in their college 
years. 

The band first at- 
tracted attention in 
the US two years ago 
with the release of its 
major label debut al- 
bum, “From Under 
the Cork Tree," which 
went double plat- 
inum. But РОВЗ 
fame became more 
pronounced when 

FALLOUT/E4 


те: 


Wine Depot 
Alabang 
Commerce Ave cor 
Filinvest Ave 
Westgate Corporate 
Center, Alabang 
Tel: 771-9463 
722918 


* Taste more than 200 world class & award 
winning wines. 


* Sample gourmet food from Manila's top 
Wine Depot Hotels and Restaurants! 
Ortigas 


Julia Vargas ave # «Өл ке NT IN wi ? 
perii AAE Participate in educational wine classes. 


Srüges Town Center; А 
Peale ly = Wihe makers and wine experts will be there to 


Tel: 637-5002 
GET THE UPPER HAND NOW! answer questions. 


CALL (02) 750-3000, 
business hours, Monday to Friday or 
visit any Ptantersbank branch near you 


635-3970 


+ Auction of rare collectibles. 


P500 Entrance Fee 


Tickets can be purchased at the door 
or any WineDepot outlet. i 


FOE PLANTERSBANK * All wines on Sale. 
TE чыш boat 
rumen 


OWER PLANT The Philippine Wine Week! 


Sept. 17-22, 2007 


Drs] 


SHOOT EM UP 


1NOW 
PRONOUNCE 
YOU CHUCK 
& LARRY 
R13 


ROCKWELL CENTER, МАКАТ 
eeeeeeeeee 


A full week of wine dinners, wine tastings, and wine classes in; 
conjunction with our partner hotels and restaurants. — 5 


С) = 


ROGUE ASSASSIN 
R13 


THE BRAVE ONE 
[i 


GREAT LIFESTYLE EVENTS NOT TO BE MISSED! 


UNDERDOG — RET EAE BPR OSA чан? 
6 3C zB 


For-more information logon to http://www.toastphilippines.com: +: 
[ For rnaster class and dinner reservations please call 884-4884/884-O680 or.email us at winedirect&pacific-nat.ph i 


MOVIES а SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR IJOTICE Ш ИИИ кайшыны 
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тнир чашке: 


ENTERTAINMENT 
‘Sopranos’ win top Emmys 


LOS ANGELES—US MOB DRAMA “THE score any prizes in the acting categories. 
Sopranos" said its final farewells when it Іп the comedy awards, NBC's “30 Rock,” 
picked up the top award from the 59th an- set in the offices of a New York television 
producer, е nual Emmy awards in Los Angeles on Sun- studio, picked up the top prize. Acting 
withtwo ў X day at television’s equivalent of the Oscars. awards were shared by Ricky Gervais ("Ex- 

Emmys: ` The groundbreaking HBO series, which tras”) and America Ferrera (“Ugly Betty"). 
was all ended in June after an eight-year run, took Sopranos creator David Chase, accepting 
about the home the awards for Outstanding Drama, the Best Drama award, said: “The best 
cast." REUTERS Best Writing and Directing, but failed to thing about this has been working with this 
cast. I couldn't have done it by myself, it 
seems like I did, but I didn’t. This amazing 
cast is really what it comes down to.” 
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Stealing from the mob JAMES Spader залез sanus 


James Spader took the Outstanding Lead 
Actor in a Drama award for his role as a 
quirky attorney in "Boston Legal," edging 
out James Gandolfini, who had been tipped 
for his role as Mafia boss Tony Soprano. 

“I feel like I just stole a pile of money 0А 
from the mob and they're all sitting right Arianna 
over there," Spader said as he took his tro- h Lin atta 
phy. Hugh Laurie had also been tipped for i d тае] 
the award for his role as a cranky doctor in =e 
Еи declared 

“The Sopranos” had missed the top prize do 
five times in the past, winning the winged р 


r winner. 
statuette just once before, in 2004. ee 


ADAMSANDLER 


E JAMES 
KEVINJAMES Gandolfini 
reaches 
over to 
kiss his 


Chuck hos just found Ino parteci ot 


Too bodino's agreed to толу 
бае fend. 


Other shows competing for the top 
award were ABC hospital drama "Grey's 


| NOW 

PRONOUNCE 
Anatomy" law firm series "Boston Legal," 
also from ABC, Fox's popular hospital dra- 


YOU б а i i 
fs д ) YOU £j UNDERDOG 
CHUCK : 3 279 УРЕ ur oue || ma “House” and NBCs science fiction se- 


mies RAS ries “Heroes.” 


‘Two-time Oscar winner Sally Field took 
SUBJECT TO MTRCB RATING SUBJECT TO MIRC home Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama 
38:49. 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 


Opn and her third Emmy for the series “Brothers 
aie = & Sisters.” 
PREMIERE-THEATRE УЕ ҮЗҮ 


BRATZ GS. ‘EM UP. 


Amore open field 


Moses and scneduas are suec 1o change minout pao посо 


Catch the Cineplex Special 


in 
‘Super Feathorwoight Championship 
on OCTOBER 7, 2007 (SUNDAY) - 8:00 AM (MANILA TIME) 
Live Via Satellite from. 
Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino, Las Vogas, Nevada 
Cinema Gates Open at 7:00 AM - Ticket Price : P 600.00. 


EDSA comer Shaw Bid Mandalujong City 
Call 633.7851. log, 171 170 or 633-2227 
dor more detest < 


[s] Shangri-La Plaza 


The top comedy award was more of an 
open field, with strong contenders in spoof 
workplace documentary “The Office,” 
which won last year, and “Ugly Betty,” 
about a smart but unattractive woman 
working аг а fashion magazine. 

But it was “30 Rock” that took home the 
top prize. 

“We have the best cast and crew in all of 
television and ... 1 want to thank every par- 
ent, child, spouse and gay partner of every 


person that works on our show,” said cre- 
ator and lead actress Tina Fey. 

The show also beat out strong challenges 
by HBO's winning "Entourage" and "Two 
and a Half Men." 

Fey and "Desperate Housewives" actress 
Felicity, Huffman lost out to America Fer- 
rera 

"It is truly an amazing, wonderful thing 
that happens when your dreams come 
true,” Ferrera told the star-studded gala at 
the Los Angeles Shrine Auditorium. 

Ricky Gervais won Best Comedy Actor 
for his "Extras," in a surprise win. 


ввоввовво в: а 
LLS. CINEMAS . 


восы assassin [re EET, 
ПТНЕ BRAVE ONE Dn 


"Some of this stuff is so oüt there 
YOU'LL HAVE TO SEE IT PROMENADE 


TO BELIEVE IT’ m 


—Pete Hammond, MAXIM 


The biggest cheer 

‘The biggest cheer of the evening went to 
former vice president and now environ- 
mental campaigner Al Gore, accepting an 
award for his Current TV—a cable channel 
based on viewer-created content. 

"We are trying to open up the medium so 
al окиси 01040: cin ic conversion of democracy and 
пазавввававававава зв о в reclaim American democracy by talking 

sopu | about the choices we have to make,” Gore 
2 ксл said. 

is i 257. Legendary crooner Tony Bennett also 
This is a WET DREAM for ACTION JUNKIES. К = : picked up three awards, including Best In- 
Peter Travers, Rolling Stone dividual Performance in a Variety or Music 

Program. 
Historical HBO special "Bury My Heart. 
РОК ІМОШЕІЕ5 РІЗ. САЦ. 722-4532 10 116 At Wounded Knee” won Outstanding Made 


for Television Movie. AFP 
NOW! SHOWING 


тие R-13 STRICTLY FOR 13 YRS. OLD AND ABOVE 


"SMART, WELL-ACTED, ENGAGING THRILLER” 


= TODD GILCHRIST, IGN MOVIES 


“JODIE FOSTER GIVES ONE OF THE BEST: 
PERFORMANCES OF HER CAREER.” j 


- JOSHUA TYLER, CINEMABLEND.COM 


"This NEW BREED of action thriller 
HITS THE BULL'S EYE.” 


Stephen Rebello. PLAYBOY, 


c 


fop 10.movies at the North 
American box office for 
the three-day weekend 

beginning September 14 


The Brave One, Warner Bros. Pictures 
TW LW тне бюз WA 
1. $i The Brave One $14.0 min. 1; 
2 1.3:10toYuma $92min 
3 41 Mr. Woodcock $9.1 min 
4 $1 Dragon Wars $54mln 
5 3 Superbad $52тп 
8 2 Halloween $50 min 
\7::5 The Bourne Ultimatum , $42 min 
8 6 Balls of Fury 1583mh 
19 7 Rush Hour3 i$83mlh 


10 8 Mr. Bean's Holiday £ $27 min 
This Week, Last Weck Weeks in Release 
1 New release 


Based on studio estimates 
compiled on Sunday 


REUTERS ® 
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From page E6 


. School girls. John Anderson of 
1 Variety says “most of the charac- 


ters seem to be medicated.” 


The Host 

Stars Song Kang-ho, Ko A- 
sung, Bae Doo-na, Scott Wil- 
son 

Directed by Bong Joon-ho 

A hit in South Korea, about 
howa US military base createsa 
river monster with toxic wastes. 
Kevin Crust of Los Angeles 
Times commends its “subver- 
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sive streak.” 


Joshua 

Stars Sam Rockwell, Vera 
Farmiga, Jacob Kogan, Dallas 
Roberts 

Directed by George Ratliff 

Screened at Sundance, this 
thriller tracks a rich family’s 
slow descent into madness—as 
caused Ьу а demon child. Teresa 
Budasi of Chicago Sun-Times 
asserts that it’s “not only lovely 
to look at; it’s also intriguing.” 
Exclusively at Ayala Malls. 
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From page El 


OPENS TODAY ә МТУ put the video of “Thnks fr th Mmrs” on 
AT GLORIETTA 4 and heavy rotatior 


5 The video features a cast of chim- 
AAS panzees, orangutans and monkeys playing 
the song, interspersed with the band’s own 
performance. It was criticized by animal 
rights groups for showing the chimps in 
sexual acts—although drummer Hurley is 
«^ brilliant house-horror tale with Hitcheockean flair vegan and has done promotions for People 

—— aa ronarA for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. 
More than its engaging recorded sound, 
FOB should be exciting on stage, judging from 
the videos. It was also one of the younger 
artists who played at the Live Earth concerts. - mE 
The RP dates are part of a world tour. INNER sleeve of FOB's “Infinity on High” CD 


“А superbly crafted psychological thriller 


MHS = R AZ| STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE 


ONE UNSTOPPABLE FORCE. ONE IMMOVABLE OBJECT. 
ONE INCONCEIVABLE EVENT. 
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Samsung Exhibit 
Ап exhibit of the latest Samsung mobile phones 
September 14 to 16; 10am to 9 pm: 
Starbucks / Food Choices Level 2 
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HELEN MIRREN, accepting her award for "Prime Suspect: The Final Act” оп 
Emmys night: “You Americans are a wonderfully generous people. You are a lot 
of things as well—some good, some bad." AP 
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super featherweight fight o 


from Mandalay Bay Resort 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Don't miss the lrger-than-ie fistfight action 
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It's one of the 10 finalists in the 2007 Cinemalaya Digital Film 
Festival. Stars Karylle and introduces John Michael Lee this film also 
features Bacolod's finest actors John Gilbert Arceo and George 
Macalnan. Ligaw Liham was shot entirely in Negros. 
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Gulong 

Stars Barbara Perez, 
Robert Arevalo, Gary Valen- 
ciano, Lou Veloso 

Directed by Sockie Fer- 
nandez 

An entry in this year’s Cine- 
malaya independent film fes- 
tival, this summer reverie fol- 
lows a trio of boys as they try 
to raise enough money to buy 
a bicycle. Cinemalaya juror 
Lito Zulueta comments: “{It] 
may have a tendency to be 
overly optimistic ... but [it] 
delivers as much as it moves.” 
Opens Sept. 22 at IndieSine 
Robinsons Galleria 


Shoot ’Em Up 

Stars Clive Owen, Monica 
Bellucci, Paul Giamatti, 
Greg Bryk 

Directed by 
Davis 

‘An enigmatic loner saves a 
hooker and a baby from a ma- 
niacal killer. Peter Travers of 
Rolling Stone calls it “a wet 
dream for action junkies.” 


Michael 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


Frank Scheck of Hollywood 
Reporter: "Its all very silly, 
but also undeniably fun.” 


I Now Pronounce 
You Chuck and Larry 


Stars Adam Sandler, 
Kevin James, Jessica Biel, 
Steve Buscemi 

Directed Ьу 
Dugan 

Two macho firemen pre- 
tend to bea gay couple to ille- 
gally secure pension benefits. 
David Ansen of Newsweek 
complains: "The premise is 
high concept of a low order 

. not a movie Г recom- 
mend to friends." 


Bratz 

Stars Nathalia Ramos, 
Skyler Shaye, Janel Parrish, 
Jon Voight 

Directed by Sean McNa- 
mara 

Based on a line of high- 
fashion dolls and a TV car- 
toon, about a gang of high- 
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By the Inquirer and Inquirer.net 
Entertainment Staff 


LAST WEEKEND'S TALK SHOWS WERE 
packed, people. Here are the highlights, for 
those who missed them. (And why we are 
moved, if we are moved.) 

Alfred Vargas on girlfriend LJ Reyes’ 
reported decision to go sexy: “Ipa- 
paubaya ko na sa kanya уоп. Basta 
kung ano ang desisyon niya, susu- 
portahan ko lang. "Yun na- 
man ang role ko bilang 
lalake 'di ba? Confident ako 
nia di туа ipu-push to the limit 
na sobra-sobra. Sexy siya; dapat 
makita ng mundo yon." (Parang 
wala yata siyang choice.) 


KC-Lino-Billy 

* KC Concepcion on the prospect of 
working with her rumored boyfriend, TV- 
film director Lino Cayetano: “I'm open to 
working with admirable directors. I think 
he's one of them.” 

© Lino's response: “Gusto ko napaka-gal- 
ing na director ang makaka-pares niya, hin- 
di muna ako." 

* Billy Crawford on KC's denial that they 
were ever together (he earlier said on a ra- 
dio program that KC was a “good kisser”) 
"lf offended KC in 
any way, Lapolo- 
gize. I haven't spo- 
ken to her lately 
[so] I don't want to 


rc 
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ARANETA COLISEUM 


www afenelacoliseum com 


NCAA BASKETBALL FINALS $ FALL OUT BOY CONCERT 


Friends or Enemies World Tour 
September 20 & 21 , Thursday & Fidoy 8 pm 


September 19 


Wednesday 
2pm СБД чв 50-8 Jis 4pm CSIL vs SBC Ss. 


INOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 
12062151475 1635/66 


TRCE > PG-13 


ILY INQUIRER. 


RUSHES 4 , ` 
€. 


comment so much [on that]. I'd rather 
speak to her in person.” (What about her 
mom?) 

‘© Sunshine Dizon on Angelu de Leon's 
revelation that a former partner is now 
linked to the “Impostora” star: “Does that 
matter? We're not friends.” (Oo nga na- 
man.) 

Martin Nievera on having invited Jo- 
mari Yllana, by text, to dinner: “He didn't. 
reply ... I think maybe he's a little bit... up- 
set.” 

* Martin's ex-wife Pops Fernandez, cur- 
rently Jom's girlfriend, on the incident: "I 
know there was absolutely no malice in- 
tended. I think he did not get the text right 
away. So by the time na naka-pangatlong 
text na, doon lang yata niya nakita. Pero! 
don’t know the real story. I don’t know ex- 


Watch LIVE 
via SATELLITE 


Robinsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA * MANILA 
METRO EAST 


OCTOBER 7 * Sunday 


TICKET PRICE: P600 
FREE hotdog, popcorn 
and drink for every ticket 
purchased 
TICKETS are available 
at the ticket booth 


Foringui 
E Marketing Services Dept 
395-2188 locs. 230 / 240 


e 


млчолулу B 


Children below thirteen (13) years of age shall 
be allowed only if accompanied by parent or adult 


actly what happened then. I wasn't here." 
(That's quite enough.) 

* Jom speaks out on the "no-reply" is- 
sue: “I have no reason to get upset. Kahit 
hindi ako nag-reply sa text ... nirerespeto ko 
lang yung pagiging magulang nila. So labas 
ako doon sa problema nila. Wala namang 
ibang makaka-solve noon kundi sila. Wish 
korin na maayos ang dapat maayos. Pero 
labas ako doon.” (Don't ask him again.) 


“Мо, I didn't!" 

Martin Jickain on rumors resulting 
from his separation from wife Aiko Melen- 
dez: “Hindi po totoong nagka-casino o nag- 
susugal ako. Hindi rin totoong I'm into drugs. 
Hindi ako nambababae. Hindi rin totoong 
nilulustay ko ang pera ni Aiko. Hindi rin to- 
too yung ninakaw ko yung mga Louis Vuitton 

bags niya at 
flat TV Aanhin 
ko naman po 
ang fla TV hi- 
higaan ko?" 
(There area 
few things we 
con suggest 


* Aiko's 
manager Wyn- 
gard Tracy on 
the Aiko-Martin split: "Nalungkot ako, 
siyempre. Ninong ako sa kasal nila. Si Aiko 
minsan kasi, madaling umibig. Ang sinabi 
ko lang, ‘Alam niyo [ba] ang pinapa: 
niyo? Do you really love each other?" 
Madalas [kasi] 
physical attraction. 
Tapos pag nagkaki- 
lala ng tunay na 
цай, ayan na." 
(Voice of reason. 
Listen, y'all!) 

* Rustom Padilla 
on how winning the 
Urian Best Actor 
award helped him. 
win his family back: 
"After nu ng awards 
night, si Robin inaya 
ako mag-dinner. So 
nagdi-dinner kami, 
tinawagan niya si 
Mama. Binigay niya 
sa akin [yung, 
phone]. 

* Former actress 
Eva Cariño on cop- 
ing with Rustom's 
revelation that he. 
was gay: “Nu'ng una 

parang hindi ko 
matanggap. Nu'ng 
huling nagkita [ka- 
ті]... after mga 30 
minutes, nawala na 
lang siyang bigla. 
Naisip ko, siguro ta- 
lagang lumalayo 
siya.” 


AIKO Melendez and Martin 
Jickain manov Navasero 
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* Rustom on why 
he moved away: 
“Sabi ko papatu- 
nayan ko na I will be 
a good son, regard- 
less kung ano ako 
darating ang pana- 
hon na maipagma- 
malakidin [nila] 
ako.” 


Carnal instinct 

* Snooky Serna 
on filing an annul- 
ment case against 
husband Nino Men- 
doza: "At that point 
in [my life], magulo 
ang isip ko. 1 pushed. 
through with the 
marriage out of my 
own carnal in- 
stinct.” (Informa- 
tion overload!) 

* Willie Revil- 
ате message to 
daughter Meryll So- 
riano after giving 
birth and winning 
the Urian Best Sup- 
porting Actress 
award: “Hindi kana 
lang basta-basta or- 
dinaryong babae. 
Kung ano man ang 
nangyari sa amin ng 
mama mo, sana hin- 
di ganoon ang mag- 
ing buhay mo.” 


winnie 
мы 
исү 
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